









Introduction
This coursework aimed towards the understanding of how Childhood was viewed in the historian days compared to how society view Childhood in the modern era. It will also explain the different changes seen in children and their family from the historian days to these present times. This work outline that the concept of Childhood all-round centuries has been constructed from a state of Adulthood. https://lawaspect.com/childhood-changed-centuries/ .Factors, policies and legislations, which brought about the change of equality will be discussed by acknowledging the action groups and individual who contributed to the change in times. This work will be discussing the types of family structure and identify and analyse the different approaches and intervention to support children and families who required support in their most vulnerable state. 




















What is Childhood
Childhood is described even as the period for children to be educated and at play centres to grow strong with confident, experiencing the love and encouragement of their family and an extended circle of caring adult. It is seen as the valuable period in which children should have a sense of freedom from fear, shielded from violence and protected from abuse and misuse. Furthermore, Childhood could mean much more than just the space linking birth and the fulfilment of Adulthood.
Despite rational debates about the meaning of childhood and cultural considerations about to expect of children, there has always been the basic degree of shared understanding that Childhood indicates a separate and a secured space. https://www.unicef.org/sowc05/english/childhooddefined.html {Assessed 11 December 2020}
There is a stage in life that is classified as Childhood which has been taken for granted. Typically, Childhood is the period between a new-born and 12 years old. The teenage years are said to represent the time during which young people have a foot in Childhood and the other foot in Adulthood. However, it is uncertain what Childhood entails and its creation.
It has been argued that Childhood is not a natural phenomenon, but a creation of the society as pointed out in the book Century of Childhood. Aries {1960}.
However, Childhood seems not to be constructed according to the framework of {James and Prout} They believe that Childhood is when children are innocent and without morals, it the stage of physical immature, not capable of running their lives. Furthermore, Childhood is the stage of emotional dependant on an adult and rely on the adult for biological needs.
From a personal view, Childhood is a stage of vulnerability, helplessness, defenceless and as such need security and love.










                                       Critical elements of family life and Childhood

The functional fit theory of Parson’s historical perspective on the evolution of the nuclear family is that as society changes the type of family that fit the community and the functions, it performs experience change. Society has moved from pre-industrial to industrial over the previous 200years, and the initial family type has changed from Extended to the nuclear family. The nuclear family fit the more complex industrial society better. However, it performs a reduced number of functions.
The Extended family comprises of parent, children, grandparent, aunts and uncles living together in the same location or under the same roof. Such a large family unit fitted pre-industrial society as the family was entirely responsible for the Education of children, providing food, caring for the sick and disabled. This family unit provides for its members. 
https://revisesociology.com/2014/02/09/functionalist-perspective-family/{Assessed 13 December 2020}
According to research, there are numerous vital elements of family and Childhood. However, few will be explained as follows. Effective communication, Socialization, Material wellbeing, Housing and Environment and Psychological, emotional attachment.
Family is the first agent of socialisation to instil norms and values in Childhood, these account of value direction, cultural institution and design variable are straight related to Parson timely survey of voluntaristic steps and social order. According to Parson, the interchange between personality and cultural systems had significant implications for the stability of the social system where children respect values through socialisation in the family.
Effective communication is a vital element of the family in Childhood is essential for the development, and it promotes behavioural and social changes that are very relevant, communication facilitate guidance in Childhood. (www.un.org/millenniumgoals) 
Material wellbeing- Providing the basic survival needs of the family would enable a child to understand security from the family, because the family is liable to provide material needs like clothing, food, shelter, and security. Dr Rashmi Prakash(Psychologist)
The family provide a secured environment for the child to live and develop motor skills and freedom of expression, security is of importance for a child, and it might enable the child to grow better emotionally, physically, and cognitively.



Attachment bonds are potent from Childhood and can bring great satisfaction or the opposite throughout life. Research has shown that attachment theory has spotlighted the social and emotional result of a variety of problems associated with making or breaking of attachment bonds. It is essential for the family to provide secure attachment from the cradle as this helps to shape a child. However, an insecure attachment can be detrimental.
QOC Sig 4.pdf (allianceforchildhood.eu) {Assessed 14 December 2020}

























             The social construction of Childhood from Historical Times to Current Times.

In Victorian times, there was nothing like Childhood, and the wealthier child had everything, including Nanning to look after them. For the less privileged children, their part was different. The poor children had to engage in a public job like mining, unsafe factories, street sweeper, even set to sweep chimney that is hot because children were regarded to as cheap labour. They complete these tasks for their families to survive. They did not have nice houses to live like rich people.
According to Aries {1960} from his findings argued that there was no concept of Childhood in the historian era, children were viewed as a miniature version of an adult, the innocent of a child was not recognised. Previously, children all around worked together with their parent, learning how to cultivate crops, helping at home. Children continue to work alongside an adult in factories, mills and mines, and children were exposed to dangerous chemicals, working in low ventilation areas and long hours with cheap labour. These were as a result of the family not able to provide. Under the condition of industrialising Europe, Childhood continued to be misunderstood by society. Not concern that at that age they are fragile, vulnerable and helpless and need more protection.
There has been evidence that over time children’s roles have changed and are slowly allow their place in the society. Cunningham {2006} In this present era, the patron the 19th and 20th-century view child laboured as being dangerous, this led to the establishment of laws and Child’s Acts which now abolish child laboured and made sure that children had a form of Education, protection from harm, good health, food and shelter, equality and inclusion, and an active outdoor lifestyle.













                                           Changes from the Historical to present times.


                                 
Previously as a child, was deprived of Education, but now it is an equal right to Education. The family used to live in unconducive accommodations without essential utilities. In recent times, children and families are offered social housing, and there are options for jobs to engaging in to enable them to provide for their families. Children no longer engage in child labour to provide for their family, instead of in the present time family are more responsible for the welfare of children.
Children have more money to spend now than before. According to research, this is the most significant change in social attitude to Childhood, and children are now seen as people who need protection and money spent on them with the increase in child social welfare fund available to every child. There used to be a high rate of infant, child mortality in Victorian times, and the NHS now provide comprehensive maternity and early childcare to mothers and children.
Education for the working class has become universal and enable every child to be educated, and this has made it possible for women to become more independent and able to work.
Also observed in the present time is that children and families enjoy the freedom of expression because of the fundamental human right that everyone is entitled to. The child is no longer subjected to the violation in the process of female genital mutilation {FGN} was widely practised by most Africans, this has changed because of the Human Right Act {1998}
From the Victorian to this present time, there have been changes in the way children and families are perceived. Children are no longer allowed to work because of the factories Act put in place to punish and regulate child labour. The education sector has seen an increase in children attending school. Education Act requires all children to stay in Education, as it were in the Victorian era where only the affluent children could attend school. Every child has the right to be educated and not be discriminated against in these present times. Children and their families are not discriminated against regardless of their Sex, gender, sexual orientation, marriage and civil partnership, race, religion and belief {Equality Acts 2010}.
The European convention was one of the factors that first influence the change in children and families by coming together with same like-minded nations to bond to defend the human right, parliamentary democracy and the rule of law making sure the dehumanising and cruelty committed in the past era does not happen again. That berthed the Human Rights Act 2000 whereby Article 2 is the right to life, Article 2 of protocol1 Right to Education, Article 3 banning of torture, Article 4 banning of slavery and forced labour, 5, Right to liberty and security and Article 14 was prohibited from discrimination. The changes to improve these policies and legislation paved the way for positive change in children and families in present times {. Human Rights: Human Live}
There has been a disappearance of the traditional 'nuclear' family, and now there are many different types of the family. The 'nuclear' family is defined by having an adult couple, lasting indefinitely, property and commitment. The other families include gay and lesbian 
relationships, adoption and fostering, separation and divorce, re-marriage and single parents. Many factors have changed to create these different types of family structure.
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         The impact of the factors that have improved the lives of children and families
Over time, policies, legislations have contributed to improving the lives of children and their families. Health factor contributed to change because people realised that children have been subjected to hard labour which has led to a high mortality rate
Children Act of 2004. Was set up to encourage unified working amongst professionals involved in supporting children through the formation of Children's Services Authorities and Children's Trusts and statutory Local Safeguarding Children Boards. A more thorough explanation of some of its key provisions can be found in the Legislation Glossary. Every Child Matters initiative also led to the Care Matters White Paper (DfES 2007) and the Children and Young Persons Act of 2008. This aimed 
to ensure that children and young people are looked after within the public care system received high-quality care and services, which are focused on and tailored to their needs. The Act endeavoured to improve the stability of placements and the educational experience and attainment of young people in local authority care or those about to leave care. The Act to protect children from child labour contributed to the welfare of the child and their family.
Apart from the legislation and policies that have impacted change, from a personal view, the Education Act is one of the factors to a large scale has contributed to the lives of children and their families. The Act created Equal Right to Education to everyone, and literacy was higher as more people are in Education to attain knowledge which is the power to the human mind. The Act made it possible for a curriculum to be designed for children to study according to their age, this is where the Sunday churches started to realise that children already in Education are shaped and can understand their potential.











                           Analysis of Approaches, Intervention and Recommendation
An intervention aimed at children and young people and family in these present times has had their support through a variety of local organisations and agencies where a child and family benefit from a co-ordinated support from more than one agency, for example, Education, health, housing, police just as the Wandsworth mash is a model for managing and responding to referrals to children social service. Moreover, these multi- agencies have contributed to the minimal existence of inequality in the lives of children, young people and their families. Several professional agencies could become involved when children are identified as not following the expected developmental pattern. The professionals come together to provide support to children and their families to ensure children and young people and families attain their full potential. Outcomes of children and young people can improve when Multi-agency approach is involved. {https://www.ukessays.com}. 
The windscreen model is a simple way of developing a shared understanding and explaining the process of services and partnerships, making all apply sure a cohesion approach. This model also explains how to respond to requirements of children, young people and families across four levels of needs which are Universal, early intervention, targeted early intervention and needs. The equal right policy has helped to reduce inequality. No child is exploited for labour regardless of race, language or background.   
Social service referral is one of the enormous approaches for intervention processes, and through other professionals who are working together, and this includes the Gp, Health visitors. Social worker and therapist. However, there are barriers within multi-agencies such as lack or poor communication, misunderstanding of information, inconsistency or inaccurate record-keeping and not following policies and procedures, and cultural barrier. These barriers can result in a dangerous situation that could hinder positive outcome in children, young people and their families lives. (studymode.com) .
Recommendations.I took these Recommendations from Dartford and Gravesend Multi-agency team.
Timely interchange of information linking agencies. A crucial piece of intelligence needs to be shared between agencies and act on it.
There should be greater understanding and mutual respect among separate agencies, which in turn can lead to the abetted working relationship. Some perceived that breaking down the different mindset of agencies was an essential step to developing good multi-agency practice.
Split risk assessment device. All referral agencies use this tool and multi-agency team to carry clear and adequate statistics concerning a case. Though, it is perceived that societal barriers and relationships were essential ads merely using a shared tool would not overcome these barriers.
Good leadership and Clear governance for a multi-agency team. Having an operational manager who can to be independent, act to bind the different agencies together towards shared culture.
Constant scrutiny and review to derive improvement of services, it was also perceived that scrutiny for a range of sources would work amongst agencies and local authorities.



















Conclusion
This report has established that Childhood is a stage of where care and affection are shown towards a child and has also revealed that Childhood is separate from Adulthood. The different social construction from the historical era and the and how Childhood is perceived in these present times was explained.  Range of support and interventions were also analysed.
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