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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


This discussion summarizes the key legislation and policies that shape child protection in Wales, showing how national, regional and organisational systems work together to safeguard children. The Children Act 1989 established that a child’s welfare must be the court’s paramount consideration, ensuring their needs remain central in all decisions. The Children Act 2004 strengthened multi-agency duties by requiring organisations to share information and work collectively through Local Safeguarding Children Boards (Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019). In Wales, the Social Service and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines a child at risk as one being ’harmed or likely to be harmed, which directs local authorities’ safeguarding duties.
SSWBA (2014) promotes a person-centred approach, ensuring individuals have ‘voice and control’ (part 2). For children, this principle means they can express their views, wishes and feelings and have greater influence over decisions that affect them, including care and support arrangements. It reinforces participation, children are active partners in planning rather than passive recipients (Welsh Government, 2014).

SSWBA (Wales) 2014 sets safeguarding duties under Part 7, emphasizing prevention, partnership working and accountability through Regional Safeguarding Boards (Welsh Government, 2014). Their operation is detailed in the Safeguarding Boards (Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2015. The Human Rights Act 1998 and the incorporation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into Welsh law further secure children’s rights to safety, dignity, and participation (UNICEF UK, 2020). Academic commentary notes these frameworks embed children’s rights into statutory practice, ensuring transparency and accountability across agencies (Davies 2021).

National guidance ensures consistent practice, with Working Together to Safeguard People
 (vol 5) outlining multi-agency procedures when concerns arise, supported by Keeping Learner Safe for education settings (Welsh Government 2021). At a local level, Regional Safeguarding Children Boards ‘coordinate and ensure’ the effectiveness of work to protect and promote the welfare of children. They are responsible for local child protection policy, procedure and guidance (NSPCC Learning, n.d.).


Safeguarding is a shared duty for professionals and the public and concerns about a child must be reported to Children and Family Services. Local Authority must act within one working day by checking records, consulting the child protection register, and liaising with agencies if needed. They then decide whether no further action is required or to initiate a Section 47 enquiry. Under Section 47(1) of the Children Act 1989, authorities must make all necessary enquiries to determine if steps are needed to protect or support the child, following Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Safeguarding Wales, 2020).  Safeguarding in Wales is led by Regional Safeguarding Boards to ensure consistency for children and adults at risk. Each local authority leads and co-ordinates the safeguarding enquiries. According to Part 135 (1) of the SSWBA (2014) these boards must protect children in their area from abuse, neglect or harm and work to prevent children becoming at risk (Welsh Government, 2014)

Part 7 of the 2014 Act outlines how local authorities respond after section 47 (1) investigation. If sufficient information is available, multi- agency Strategy Meeting is convened to agree next steps. Interventions may involve further enquires or a care and support assessment within 2 days, leading to family support or if needed, a court order. When evidence is lacking and diversion strategies fail, the case is closed but may be reopened if new concerns arise.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

This discussion explores similarities and differences in safeguarding adults and children in Wales. Both aim to prevent harm, children’s safeguarding is proactive and welfare-led, reflecting developmental vulnerability and prioritising early intervention ‘While adult safeguarding emphasis empowerment, autonomy and decision-specific capacity’ (Laming 2009). The Social Service and Wellbeing Act 2014 (SSWBA) established a unified, right-based framework embedding prevention, empowerment and partnership. It introduced the statutory concept of ‘adults at risk’ replacing and aligns terminology with ‘child at risk’ replacing ‘vulnerable adult’ to standardise thresholds.
Previously children’s safeguarding was shaped by the Children Act 1989/2004 and the 
All-Wales Child Protection Procedures, while adults safeguarding remained unclear. The Wales Safeguarding Procedure provides national, multi-agency guidance to ensure consistent practice across Wales (Welsh Government 2019) improving clarity, accountability and timely decision-making. This aligns with Social Care Wales’s outcomes of coproduction, effective multi-agency working and rights-based safeguarding.

A child-centred approach keeps the child’s voice, welfare and best interest’s paramount, The Children Act 1989 embeds welfare-paramountcy and support proactive intervention where harm is suspected, reinforced by the UNCRC emphasis on dignity, participation and involvement in decisions (United Nations 1989). In practice assessments balance risk factors with the child’s perspective, development needs and capacity to contribute. Gillick competency and the Fraser guidelines permit confidential care for under-16’s who meet the criteria, carefully balancing autonomy with protection (Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech AHA, 1985: Department of Health 2004). On reflection, children’s safeguarding tilts towards timely protection and participation, recognising evolving capacity while adults retain a duty to safeguard (Cocker et al., 2020: NSPCC Learning, 2022).

Adult safeguarding is anchored in the Mental Capacity Act 2025 (MCA) which presumes capacity unless proven otherwise. Assessments are decision-specific, testing understanding, retention, weighing information and communication. The MCA conforms that an unwise decision does not indicate incapacity, protecting autonomy while allowing proportionate intervention where capacity is lacking. If capacity is absent, practitioners act in best interest and apply Deprivation o Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) when liberty is restricted (Legislation gov.uk 2005: SCIE 2022; Social Care Wales, 2025). On reflection adult practice priorities consent and least-restrictive options, requiring clear capacity evidence and co-produce safety plans.

In summary, safeguarding frameworks in Wales share overarching goal of preventing harm, yet they differ by age, maturity and legal context: children’s practice is proactive and welfare-driven reflecting developmental vulnerability and prioritizing early intervention. Whereas Adults’ practice emphasizes empowerment, autonomy and decision-specific capacity. Adults are presumed capable of self0determination even when making unwise choices unless incapacity is formally established under the MCA.  Effective practice therefore balances rights with protective duties, consistently upholding safety, dignity, participation and accountability across all age groups and contexts (Welsh Government, 2019).
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