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“Identify an area of social policy and apply historical considerations which contributed to the development of that policy by describing the potential impact on the lives of children, young people and their families”
Childhood- how we define a child? A child is a person who is not yet fully grown who is still developing physically socially emotionally and intellectually. Childhood and the child can be defined and described in many ways. A child lacks the maturity to make comprehensive decisions regarding life. A child does not have the mental capacity to ensure safety within certain environments which can lead to dangerous situations, such as being allowed to freely roam the streets. A child is anyone who is under the age of 18 as cited by the UNCRC article 1 (2020).
Many children within our society are physically/mentally disabled and lack the mental capacity of understanding so in turn their ability to grow through childhood and have same understanding as a child without these needs is quite common. They can remain in a childlike mentality for life. As much as 7.3% of the population in the UK are disabled children under the age of 18 as defined by the disability discrimination act. This is now known as the equality act (Definition of disability under the Equality Act 2010, 2020). The disability discrimination act describes those as being disabled if they have had an illness or infirmity which has lasted twelve months or more. The act also includes those children who would still have the same health problems as those who did not take medication (Disability Discrimination Act 1995, 2020). 
Disability in society today isn’t as taboo as it was throughout history. Most illnesses and conditions are recognised meaning most disabled children get the same amount of opportunities as those who lead a normal life. They have equal opportunities at education and jobs. In today’s society we all deserve to be treated equally, this also includes socially and environmentally. In the 21st century in the UK disabled adults and children alike are quite lucky that we are very advanced in medicine, correct equipment and technology. For example now when we go out in public the majority of businesses and shopping centres all have disabled access such as ramps and lifts; some even have dedicated checkouts for those in wheelchairs. There are disabled bathrooms in most cases situated along side the normal ones. Even at home the vast majority of providers the options are there for subtitles for those who are hard of hearing and warnings are given to those who suffer epilepsy, in case flashing lights case a seizure. We look at all these things as normality but 20 to 30 years ago none of these things really existed, unfortunately this is not the case worldwide.
Comparing the approaches taken towards disabled children between the ‘dark ages’ to the point that we are at now in the 21st century it is very clear how different they were. Many disabilities which occur during pregnancy and childhood can now be detected while the baby is still in the womb. Conditions such as down syndrome and many other chromosomal deformities can be detected through a simple blood test and ultrasound scan. This wasn’t the case through history and many children sadly wouldn’t have survived for long outside the womb as conditions such as down syndrome come with known problems such as defects with the heart.  However, the fact that technology has come this far isn’t always a good thing when it comes to having a fair chance at life. For example, they offer early screening to detect down syndrome, but they also offer a legal termination up to 24 weeks gestation and even further if there’s a serious risk to the mom or a serious disability is found in the baby.  If we have come so far in the 21st century when it comes down to acceptance of disabilities and the advancement in medicine, why is there an option to terminate babies like this? (Abortion, 2020). There are also many hidden disabilities which are present at birth such as chronic kidney disease (Chronic kidney disease, 2020).    This condition is recognised as a disability. Children born in the ages where hospitals were out of reach or where treatment had to be paid for before NHS came into effect would also have suffered. (Epilepsy, 2020). Epilepsy is also another hidden disability where throughout history those who suffered from were seen as being cursed.
Today organ transplants are a thing we see and hear about every day even though there are still not enough donors in the UK. This is still a luxury compared to years ago when this was available. We have come a far way in this field with many children being given the opportunity of mechanical devises to replace the use of some organs such as the heart and dialysis machine to replace the functions of the kidneys until a donor can become available (Home, 2020).
Many children born throughout the ages were sadly left to die when things didn’t look good at birth such as a physical defect. They saw the disability before they saw the child and sadly wasn’t given the chance. This was down to many factors. For example, the fact that not enough was known about such physical illnesses and disabilities also hospital facilities were scarce. A lot of childhood disabilities can be caused through the baby being born premature. Even though we have very advanced technology in 2020 we still cannot prevent a lot of these disabilities so throughout the ages many of the babies didn’t stand a chance. Neonatal units for example are there for babies born premature and those who had a difficult start in life if these facilities weren’t available the mortality rate for babies would be so much higher (Premature Birth and the NHS, 2020). Childbirth through the ages is horrific by any standards often leading to the death of the mother and/or the child. Child mortality was high with most women giving birth without proper pain relief or any medical professionals to hand. Disabled children born within this era didn’t really stand a chance of survival as there were no post-natal check up on the baby (The Historical Horror of Childbirth, 2020). Many parents were also faced with giving up their children and placing them in the authorities care as they couldn’t handle the disabilities the child faced. Many of these institutions through the ages had little to knowledge of disabilities either and many of the children were treated very badly. Often being tied to the cots and not been given any opportunities to strive (When the disabled were segregated, 2020). Thankfully in the age where we are in now these institutions are no longer in use in the UK and there are laws in place to protect all children. Those babies who are still handed over to the authorities’  due to disabilities are often placed in the foster care system or a children’s home centred around special needs. Children within the UK who are classed as disabled whether that be physically or mentally are protected and laws state they are entitled to the same opportunities as a regular child, such as education and the right to a safe place to live (Permanence and stability for disabled looked after children, 2020).
Education through the ages has changed drastically when it comes to children with special needs. Although there was education offered to special needs children going back as far as 1760. The first school that was created for children was hearing impaired was opened in 1760, founded by Thomas Braidwood. The school was called the academy for the deaf and dumb (Thomas Braidwood, 2020).  The first school to be opened for those suffering a physical disability was the cripple’s home and industrial school for girls in Marylebone in London in 1851 (Pastscape - Detailed Result: HALLIWICK SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 2020). The first recognised school for the mentally defective children was opened in Highgate in 1847, this school was called the Asylum for idiots (The Royal Earlswood Asylum, Redhill, History, 2020).
As you can see from the names of these education facilities have disability in children and alike were not really treated as those who were deemed regular or even normal people. Many disabled children were called names which stuck for many years. The reason why is because even the medical professionals would also use these terms. Some of these terms were Mongol, spastic, retard and such alike (Roland Sussex, 2020).
Its not just the UK alone where disability in childhood was disregarded. In Jamaica for example children with disabilities were looked on in many ways and not always positive (THORNBURN, 1998). Although a lot of Jamaicans had the perspective that the communities should come together to help the children a lot were also under the impression that the best place for these children was a home or an institution as many believed that disabled children were a burden. A lot of views in Jamaica where disabled children are concerned they tend to have a superstitious approach. Some believe that the children were sent as a punishment and even suggesting that disabled children were sent to the mothers as they had previously ‘seen’ a child with disabilities. The attitude of the beliefs was mainly seen with the housewives who held a higher supernatural belief. They haven’t really moved on in terms of disabled access as there is not a lot of establishments that don’t have ramps and lifts for the disabled and public transport is yet to be fully adapted to accommodate a wheelchair. In turn this would have a very negative effect on the disabled person as they are very restricted in freedom. They seem to have moved on regarding access to specialist schools for the children and charities such as mustard seed communities can help with financial aid to pay for these school fees. Educating the people in these countries is paramount and although many parishes of Jamaica seem to have organisations to support the disabled child and their family, if the community and country as a whole doesn’t recognise the needs of disabled they will be behind in the times. There also seems to be a lot of stigma regarding mental health in Jamaica where its not taken seriously and those suffering are just seen as a mad man or woman. If these issues were dealt with as they were presented the mental health sufferers in this country wouldn’t be so high (The Stigma of Mental Illness in Jamaica – Part 1 - Special Learning, 2020). Its also said with in communities that they still look at children with disabilities as a burden, we need to help support the families more to stop this mentality in third world countries. 
Jamaica recognises that children with disabilities are to be treated equally within society and are also entitled to the same education and training rights as those who are able bodied (The Disabilities Act, 2020). There are charities in Jamaica that help with disabled children and help with fundraising some and to be of support to the families. Angels of love charity has been in place for many years, the founder Philip Liu is dedicated to helping to provide support and sometimes financial to the families. Most of the children he helps are those who are fighting cancers of all kinds. He tirelessly fundraises across the island and on social media (Jureidini, 2020). 
Mustard Seed Communities (Jamaica, 2020) is a charity founded in Mona Common in Kingston Jamaica 1978. The charity is centred on providing support for the families of disabled children. This charity also provides housing for the disabled those effected by HIV/aids and teenage mothers. MSC Jamaica has many growing communities within various parishes of Jamaica although most are situated within the parish of Kingston and St Andrew. The charity provides housing to children and adults alike who have a range of disabilities from cognitive to physical. MSC Jamaica has recognised the need to provide appropriate housing to the disabled from an early age but its also very significant that they maintain these housing needs when they turn into adults as currently in Jamaica there are no residential homes available to the disabled who are age 18 and over government funded or otherwise.
One of the many problems faced in third world countries is the cost of continuing health care for disabled children. Although there is free health care now available to children in Jamaica, the cost of medications and aids are high. This then puts the parents and family under tremendous pressure in wanting what is best for their child and what can be financially achieved. This then can have a profound effect on the mental health effect this has on parents and carers. As with a lot of counties within the third world in todays age disability is more recognised and accepted by the majority. Education within these countries and communities are key to ensure not only the child gets all available healthcare and support but also for communities to be educated on childhood disabilities and end the stigma which is attached to it. The UNCRC (2020) was set up in November 1989. The treaty is signed by 196 countries worldwide and is the most complete statement of children’s rights ever to be in use. The treaty has 54 articles which covers every right to a child.  The treaty was signed by the UK in 1992. In the convention there are four articles which are considered special as they coincide with the rest of the articles are for all the children. These four articles are, non-discrimination article 2 (2020), best interest of the child article 3 (2020) , right to life survival and development article 6 (2020) , right to be heard article 12 (2020). These four articles outline the rights to every child but for disabled children this convention has given them a voice otherwise not heard. For many disabled children it’s a fight to get the things that are needed to ensure a quality of life they deserve, with this treaty in force it enables children with disabilities can access to education and training, and the right to receive all treatments available to them. Article 6 a right to be heard is a hope for all future children born with disabilities (2020).  Article 23 (2020) of the treaty outlines the right to the disabled child, which promotes a disabled child should enjoy and lead a full life ensuring dignity is always maintained and promote self-reliance within their communities. 
After reading about disabilities through history and reading current policies and acts it becomes apparent that there have been major improvements on how we treat and acknowledge people with disabilities and the support which is available to them and their families. There will always be room for improvement. One of the recommendations I would have is education on disability. If we don’t educate ourselves and our future generations that not every child is born the same and a lot of us will face challenges, we will always have a level of discrimination. A good way of doing this would be to incorporate school lessons with disability knowledge. If we could teach children from a young age that although they may look, act different and do things differently they are still children as a lot of able-bodied children in society don’t really come across children with disabilities and will always act and treat them differently if education is not brought into the classroom and the home. Times have changed and now there are special schools for disabled children which are adjacent to mainstream school which gives students the opportunity to mix. This is important and should be encouraged across parts of the UK and worldwide. Another recommendation I would put forward help and support being easier to access for the families of disabled children. The support already exists but waiting times to access this support can be very long. Many families feel their voices are not heard which in turn can have a massive impact on mental health and makes caring much harder. I would propose a mandatory system where all children regardless of the type of disabilities always have access to support networks and support workers.  




BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 Exploring Surrey's Past. 2020. The Royal Earlswood Asylum, Redhill, History. [online] Available at: <https://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/disability-history/royal-earlswood/> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
 Historicengland.org.uk. 2020. A History of Disability: From 1050 To the Present Day | Historic England. [online] Available at: <https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/disability-history/> [Accessed 23 November 2020].
 Iriss. 2020. Permanence and Stability for Disabled Looked After Children. [online] Available at: <https://www.iriss.org.uk/resources/insights/permanence-stability-disabled-looked-after-children> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
Jcpdja.com. 2020. The Disabilities Act. [online] Available at: <http://jcpdja.com/the-disabilities-act> [Accessed 25 November 2020]. 
Jureidini, J., 2020. Angels Of Love Jamaica | Keep A Child Alive. [online] Angelsofloveja.org. Available at: <http://angelsofloveja.org/> [Accessed 25 November 2020].
Legislation.gov.uk. 2020. Disability Discrimination Act 1995. [online] Available at: <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1995/50/contents> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
 London Remembers. 2020. Thomas Braidwood. [online] Available at: <https://www.londonremembers.com/subjects/thomas-braidwood> [Accessed 27 November 2020]. 
 Mentalfloss.com. 2020. The Historical Horror of Childbirth. [online] Available at: <https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/50513/historical-horror-childbirth> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
Mustard Seed Communities. 2020. Jamaica. [online] Available at: <https://www.mustardseed.com/our-work/where-we-serve/jamaica> [Accessed 27 November 2020]. 
Newstatesman.com. 2020. When the Disabled Were Segregated. [online] Available at: <https://www.newstatesman.com/society/2010/12/disabled-children-british> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
NHS Organ Donation. 2020. Home. [online] Available at: <https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/> [Accessed 27 November 2020
nhs.uk. 2020. Abortion. [online] Available at: <https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/abortion/> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
 nhs.uk. 2020. Chronic Kidney Disease. [online] Available at: <https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kidney-disease/> [Accessed 27 November 2020]
 nhs.uk. 2020. Epilepsy. [online] Available at: <https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Epilepsy/> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
Pastscape.org.uk. 2020. Pastscape - Detailed Result: HALLIWICK SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. [online] Available at: <https://www.pastscape.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=1564038> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
People's History of the NHS. 2020. Premature Birth and the NHS. [online] Available at: <https://peopleshistorynhs.org/encyclopaedia/premature-birth-and-the-nhs/> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
 Roland Sussex, T., 2020. This Is Why It's So Bad to Call People "Retards". [online] Science Alert. Available at: <https://www.sciencealert.com/history-changing-language-disabilities-discrimination> [Accessed 27 November 2020]. 
 Special-learning.com. 2020. The Stigma of Mental Illness in Jamaica – Part 1 - Special Learning. [online] Available at: <https://www.special-learning.com/article/mental_illness_jamaica_1#:~:text=It%20is%20no%20secret%20that%20there%20is%20a,loved%20one%20is%20suffering%20from%20a%20mental%20illness.> [Accessed 27 November 2020].
 Unicef.org.uk. 2020. [online] Available at: <http://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf> [Accessed 27 November 2020].


















2

