Introduction
In this essay I will be discussing the importance of academic writing skills as well as referencing skills.   I will be looking at the reasons why academic writing skills are crucial to apply to learning to succeed and further discuss the processes of developing academic writing. Furthermore, I will be expanding my explanations on Harvard referencing and how it should be performed in the assignment.
Academic Writing Skills
Academic writing  skills are skills that you need to be successful in higher education. there  are many skills associated when it comes to academic writing. One of which  is time management skills. since   there are many steps required when it comes to academic writing its important you are able to effectively allocate enough time to each of the steps. For example, when you are conducting out your  research, planning and editing , referencing your work.  All in which requires a reasonable  amount of time. Limited, W. (2021). What skills are required for academic writing? [online] Wordy. Available at: https://www.wordy.com/writers-workshop/skills-required-academic-writing/. (Accessed on 13/10/23)
Another skill that is required is learning how to carry out thorough  research about your chosen topic This is to ensure that you have sufficient knowledge you are knowledgeable about what you are writing about .  

To develop academic writing  the following key steps, need to be processed. Firstly, students must understand what is required from the assignment, it is important to understand this in order complete the assignment successfully. When composing the assignment students must write in a formal tone with clarity and plan carefully with a clear structure.  The structure should include an introduction with a topic sentence, a main body, conclusion  to summarise the main points discussed and provide supporting evidence where necessary .
The importance of academic writing skills is to allow you to produce clear, concise high-quality work which will be useful to a workplace environment as well as students who are composing essays for schools and universities. 

Referencing 
"Referencing is the process of acknowledging other people's work when you have used it in your assignment or research.  It allows the reader to locate your source material as quickly and easily as possible so they can read these sources themselves and verify the validity of your arguments.  Referencing provides the link between what you write and the evidence on which it is based."
By Anon Year: 2023 Container: Uwtsd.ac.uk URL: https://www-citethemrightonline-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article?docid=b-9781350928060&tocid=b-9781350928060-what-is-referencing



Referencing is an important academic skill for students in higher education. One of the reasons are it allows the reader to distinguish between your personal ideas  and what ideas you were inspired by in order to avoid plagiarism. Following on from the fact it also allows direct access to where the information has come from it enables the reader to further gain more knowledge, they want to figure out  for themselves for example any statistics related to your chosen topic  .   referencing  shows a clear indication of how you have successfully embedded the work of others alongside with your own ideas to create an informative piece of work. www.ncl.ac.uk. (2023). Referencing - Academic Skills Kit - Newcastle University. [online] Available at: https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-kit/good-academic-practice/referencing/

You can reference your work by using in-text citations. A "citation" is the way you tell your readers that certain material in your work came from another source. 
Plagiarism.org (2017). What Is Citation? - Plagiarism.org. [online] Plagiarism.org. Available at: https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-citation.   (Accessed: 27 October 2023)
When referring to source materials  students can paraphrase (explain what the author is saying in your own words). They can also summarize a text by providing a summary on the text or idea.  Following this the students must reference their work by adding the author's surname and year of text publication.
Direct quotes can also be used and extracted from the text. Students must reference this by using quotation marks (" ").  The authors surname and year of text publication and page number where the quote was taken must be noted.   This is how students would reference their wok using the Harvard system.
As mentioned by www.ncl.ac.uk. (2023). Referencing - Academic Skills Kit - Newcastle University. [online] Available at: https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-kit/good-academic-practice/referencing/

"Reference: each citation should have a corresponding reference, which provides further details about the source of information you have used. This may include the creator’s name, date of publication, title of the work, publisher details and a URL if accessed online. References are usually placed at the end of your writing in a reference list."

"Bibliography: this is another name for the list of references at the end of your document.  A reference list usually only contains references for material you have cited in your work.  A bibliography may also include references for materials you have read or consulted but not cited."

Plagiarism consists of incorporating other people's work and ideas without acknowledging and giving credit to the individual.  Therefore, all students must reference their work to avoid plagiarism.   
Conclusion
Overall, I conclude that academic writing skills withholds a great level of significance for all age groups  and workplaces, whether it be a student writing an essay for university or a business.  Its vital that everyone develops the different skills necessary when it comes to academic writing to ensure they can effectively produce  comprehensible piece of work  and communicate their ideas clearly. Following  on from this, to consolidate your work further it  is   essential that you are able to  clearly show  your readers where you have designated the different sources from. This can be done by referencing your work  using Harvard referencing conventions. There are many steps and skills required to be able to effectively reference your work; being able to do this will prevent your work from being plagiarised. 
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Academic writing involves communicating ideas clearly and concisely and conveying arguments in a logical and convincing manner

this essay i will be writing explores  the importance of academic writing skills as well as referencing skills . this topic i will be writing about plays a    i will be expanding my explanations on the following key questions : what is academic writing skills/the importance of it ? . and will then further go into detail about referencing/and its importance.  as there are many skills required when it comes to academic writing and referencing  that a person is required to play a vital part in  .
