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DISSERTATION SYNOPSIS.

TITLE: Preparing for the Future: How do teaching methods impact the preparedness of Part 1 architecture graduates in the UK?

INTRO: 
This dissertation focuses on the preparedness of UK Part 1 graduates as they transition from the classroom to the office.

METHODOLOGY:
Both quantitative and qualitative types of data will be collected for this piece of writing to gain a complete understanding of this subject area. A well-constructed survey will be sent out to a sample of 100 – 200 recent UK graduates to retrieve their thoughts and experiences through the transition. Questionnaires will also be sent out to employers to identify what skillsets they expect from a Part 1 student. Interviews with select groups and individuals will be conducted to gather in-depth thoughts and opinions from graduates starting their new job in practice (Cresswell, 2009). A thorough analysis of curricula from multiple institutions will display the various teaching methods and potentially highlight issues that lead to poor student preparation. If possible, direct observations would be beneficial to verify the data that an individual has given (Cresswell, 2009).

AIMS & OBJECTIVES:
· Aim: To identify the challenges faced by recent graduates in transitioning from education into practice.
· Aim: To analyse the standard of the current architecture curricula and assess its success in ensuring students are ready for work.
· Objective: To identify issues and suggest improvements based on the collected data and literature review.
LITERATURE REVIEW:
There is a dense number of dissertations that analyse studio projects and work completed in education, but significantly less is written on what happens once a student has graduated. There is even less research based on architecture graduates specifically in the UK. This leaves a gap for new research, whilst using existing pieces of writing to extend and reference from. Two key pieces of writing that will aid this dissertation are: 
· Stepping into the 'real world': Architecture students' preparedness for professional practice. By: Thakur, Anubhuti, College Student Journal, 01463934, Sep2009, Vol. 43, Issue 3, URL: STEPPING INTO THE 'REAL WORLD': ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS' PREPAREDNESS FOR PRO...: ebscohost (uwtsd.ac.uk)

Robert Grover, S. E. (2020). Critical learning for sustainable architecture: Opportunities for design studio pedagogy. Sustainable Cities and Society, 53. Retrieved from https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2210670719302653?via%3Dihub
The RIBA education framework and ARB reforms will also be studied. Though not directly relevant, this material will provide a broader understanding of the subject area.
LIMITATIONS:
The primary limitation will be the word count of 10,000 words. The topic needs to be small enough to cover the subject but not so small that the writing becomes repetitive in order to reach the word count. The dissertation will cover all its aims but also acknowledge other areas that different individuals can go on to study as an extension of my research. Good time management will need to be exercised to ensure data is collected effectively and to maintain continuous progress when writing.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Bias will be mitigated by repeating exercises to achieve reproducible results and no data will be intentionally dismissed to generate a particular outcome. Professional conduct will be maintained throughout and no key information will be withheld from individuals when collecting data. Anyone who is involved will need to provide consent and be comfortable to avoid feeling coerced or pressured into giving a particular answer .
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