

What this guide book aims to do.
The Aim of this guide book is to provide a description and comprehensive guide to some of the key memorials associated with Berlins Jewish history and Heritage, focusing primarily on the sights associated with the Holocaust and its origins.

Due to the atrocities faced with the Jewish community between the years of 1933-1946 (1) those living in Berlin and the governing body of the city itself have made It an aim to preserve the significant areas regarding Jewery in Berlin. Many of the safeguarded areas are of high significance to the Jewish populous and of key historical value to the population of the nation when remembering the suffering which occurred as a result of the Nazi Regime.

Some of the sights included in this guide are as follows:
· The Jewish museum
· National Holocaust memorial
· Jewish cemetery
· Workshop of Otto Weidt

These sights were chosen on account of their significance and contribution to the teaching of Jewish history and heritage around the capital of Germany. Information is included in this guide to the opening times, prices, location, amenities and history of the locations listed above.  A map will also be included in the Annex the guide in order to provide a visual representation of the location of the sights and all other travel information will also be listed here. In addition, important contact details will be listed here such as tourist information and the numbers for the reception at each site.

When looking at the future, Berlin and by extension Germany itself continues to develop and move past the horrors of history by promoting religious unity within its cities with Projects such as The House of One, which when fully constructed will house three different religions thus promoting unity within its people and learning from the past, in order to aid a better future.

A brief history.
[image: See the source image]Adolf Hitler’s beliefs regarding the Jewish people as a race span as far back as World War One (1914-1918) where after his return from the battle of the Somme after being hit in the leg by a shell fragment. After his recovery he spent some time in Berlin and was surprised to see the anti-war sentiment among civilians in the city. Here is where he first accuses the Jewish people of causing unrest and thus undermining the German war effort. (2) By the end of the war, Hitler became angry at not only the Jewish people but the politicians also who had allowed such sentiment to arise within its people. During the following years Hitler’s involvement with politics grew and by 1921 he becomes the leader of a nationalist anti-sematic party with over one thousand members. It was the belief of members within the party that the Jewish members of society were an influence of the defeat experienced by the Germans provided by Britain, France and the United States. This also liked to the economic downfall immediately following the war. Again, this was blamed on the Jewish minority of Germany which were believed to have control of eighty percent of the country’s banks and businesses. (3) Fig 1

The party quickly gained a following as it was one of the only at the time which provided an answer and solution to the economic crisis facing the country. Within the following years, the Jewish people among others such as Roma and Homosexuals, were placed in concentration and work camps where they were over works, starved, experimented upon and eventually killed by the political governing body of the nation in which they had lived in for generations.  In addition, many homes, businesses and areas of significance were also destroyed or repurposed. 
In order to provide evidence of the above the sights chosen each hold their own significance when discussing the trials and tribulations experienced by those who were persecuted at the hands of the Nazi regime and its leaders. Whether it be from the point of view of an outsider such as Otto Weidt or from personal accounts of the victims seen within museum dedicated to teaching and remembering of the stories from the sufferers. 


Otto Weidt’s Workshop for the blind.
History -
[image: See the source image]Otto Weidt can be described as one of the silent heroes which supported the Jewish people during the time of the Holocaust. This he did by employing blind, deaf and mute Jews to work in his broom factory during the time of the forced labour movement. He did this by classifying the workers as essential war workers who were aiding the war effort. However, when deportation began, Weitd prevented the deportation of his workers by bribing Gestapo and high-ranking officials with Liquor, cigarettes and other commodities which were becoming difficult to source during the war.
[image: ]As the war progressed Weidt’s workers were deported to the work camp in Grosse Hamburger Strasse, (4) as a result Weitdt personally travelled to the camp in order to secure immediate release for his workers and managed to acquire Aryan work permits for many of his workers. Fig 2

[image: ]In addition to this the testimony of Alice Licht is one which is included in the museum, describes of Weidt managed to secure her and her family in a hiding place on a secondary sight associated with the workshop. However, when the sight was discovered she and here family were deported to Poland in order to be placed in the death camp. He then again travelled to the camp in order to find here and make plans for her escape, however they never succeeded. Licht however managed to escape during the forced death march and returned to Berlin and was later sheltered by Otto and his family until the end of the war. This testimony among many others can be seen in the Museum in more detail. Fig 3

The Workshop Today-Fig 4

It is recorded that the museum opened its doors to the public in 1999 after a group of Museum’s studies students found the Horn family’s hiding room in a previously closed off section of the building. Since then, it has been open to the public for viewing and educational purposes. In 2004 the national government and Berlin Lottery provided the funding in order to purchase the building in order to preserve the building and its history. (5) Figures three and four show the transition the area has undertaken since the war, although both were shot from different sides of the workshop, thus accounting for the difference in the number of windows and size of the courtyard.
Visitor information-
Admission to the museum is free of charge for all visitors and is open from 10am to 8pm Monday to Sunday, with audio guides available in Hebrew, German, English, French and Spanish. Pre-booking for groups is advised for this activity which is also restricted to children below the age of Ten. However, if a tour is not booked, public group tours are available from 3pm on Sundays. The Museum is only closed on Christmas Day.
Additionally, a cloak room is provided in order to leave all handbags and other apparel.












The Jewish museum.
[image: See the source image]In this museum, a stronger approach to the history regarding the Jewish heritage seen within the area. The Berlin Local History museum was founded in 1963 following the erection of the berlin wall the year prior. However, after the fall of the wall in 198 this museum and another on the other side of the wall joined in order to create one building which taught the history of its nations people. After opening as one museum in 2001 its dedication to be a Jewish museum was decided by the federal government. (6)Fig 5

[image: ]According to sources the museum attracts over 2000 a day with its architecture designed by Daniel Libeskind as depicted in fig 5. The design of the building is said to represent the tensions of German Jewish history and is designed in such a way as to deliberately instil an unsettling feeling. Its inclusion of voids and narrow passages of light provides the feeling to visitors of hopelessness and longing whilst also providing a stimulated experience as described my many survivors. With uneven flooring and artefacts of people long since passed encased behind glass panels in slanted walls. Libeskind intended these voids and sharp angles to lead to what may be seen to be the main experience seen at the museum, Holocaust Tower as seen in fig6. This exhibition consists of a cold, dark seventy-four-foot-tall concrete and steel room with a single shaft of light showing from the roof which is unreachable by man. The entrance to this tower is a heavy steel door with is loud sound when closed, this room and its deaf lessness demands those present to remain silent and is enough to make any observer feel the pain of those from the Holocaust.Fig 6

Other emotion provoking memorial installed in the museum is the Shalkhet. (7) Designed by Menashe Kadishman, the instillation consists of a room filled with Ten thousand faces created from coarsely cut heavy iron plates. It is said that each face, all of which vary in size represent six hundred Jews each thus symbolising the innocent victims of the Nazi regime. The intention of Kadishman is for the observer to talk over the faces thus resulting in a loud metallic clanging defining to the ears and emotion inspiring thus reminding the observer of the past in a loud definitive way.
In addition to the numerous voids experienced by the observer, a temporary exhibit is currently being held in the main historic part of the museum. The name of this exhibition is “Welcome to Jerusalem” it covers many different topics associated with Jerusalem dating from the second temple era to the British occupation and the conflict seen in Jerusalem today by both Palestinians and Israelis  
This inventive multimedia approach to learning can be seen as key them to knowledge and understanding of the main focal points associated with the Holocaust and the history of the Jewish people in Germany. Not only do installations such as the holocaust tower and Shalekhet provide a visual and auditory reminder, but other installations such as the Garden of exile and emigration bring back home the horrors of the past in a stark way.
Visitor information.
Opening hours 
· Daily 10am -8pm
· Closed 10th ,11th 19th September 2018
· Closed 24th September 2018
Admission costPre-booking is advised for groups and discount offers may be applied per request.

Cloak room is provided for all bags and apparel. Security checks are undertaken on all visitors.

Tickets must be on person at all times- Failure do so may result in non-admittance to some areas of the museum

	Regular
	€8

	Reduced
	€3

	Family (2 adults, 4 children)
	€14

	Audio guide – English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic
	€3



Weissensee Cemetery.
For those looking for more of an individualised approach to learning about the history of Jews in Berlin, Weissensee Cemetery at Herbert-Baum-Strasse provides a thought provoking approach to learning about the history of those who came before us. With a history stretching to the eighteen hundred and over 115,000 listed burial sights each with their own story to tell, it is simple to get lost in the mystery, history and beauty surrounding the 420,000 m² plot of land.
[image: ]Whilst finding the Cemetery isn’t easy without a map. The search is worthwhile when you stumble upon the large exuberant gate and the end of the street. The UNESCO World Cultural Heritage sight is believed to be Europe’s largest solely Jewish cemetery was founded due to Berlins rapidly growing Jewish population and over the decades and to this day, Jewish families burry their dead here in order to follow their religious funeral beliefs. Some in simple graves, whilst others in large family mausolea.
According to history the cemetery was the last to remain under Jewish administration during the second world war, therefor, not only were the dead buried here during the time of the third Reich, but secret services also. According to Arthur Bass between “”1938 and 1945 the Gestapo did not carry out any controls of cemetery grounds and buildings on the cemetery” (8) Therefor as a result by the time Berlin had been declared Judenrein many were able to hide within the mausoleums. An example of this can be seen in the Mausoleum of Joseph Schwarz where several were able to hide. (9)Fig 7

In another part of the cemetery, another eight hundred graves remember those who’s ashes were returned from the concentration camps with their own dedicated plots, it is not difficult to see how many have decided to go to the area to pay their respects to those who lost their lives. However, undocumented is the number of empty graves at the cemetery where although the body never returned from the camp, the family still wished to mourn the lost life in a place of remembrance. 


Visitor information.
· If planning a trip here, a head covering is needed for all males as it is considered sacred ground
· Photography is allowed 
· Admission is free
	
	Summer
	Winter

	Monday-Thursday
	7:30am-5pm
	7:30am-4pm

	Sunday
	8am-5pm
	8am-4pm


Please note- cemetery is closed on Sabbath and Jewish high holidays.























The National Holocaust Memorial.
[image: ]When considering the vast number of memorials associated with Judaism in Europe at the time of the holocaust, this memorial is arguably one of the most recognisable and debated upon memorial to those who lost their lives during the time of Nazi rule over Germany and other occupied areas.
Designed by Peter Eisenman in 2003, the memorial is situated a short walk from the Brandenburg gate and Reichstag building. The design consists of two main aspects, the coffin like concrete blocks and the museum open to the public below. Much debate has taken place when considering the design of the monument as it does not provide any explanation on the role of the German people or its government on the treatment of the millions who lost their lives before and during the second world war.Fig 8

The Memorial.
2711 Concrete slabs cover the uneven floor of this memorial pared with its openness, gives the observer a space in which to confront the past in a personal and unique way. It is simple to get lost within the labyrinth of blocks which has no clear exit, much like the voids experienced within the Jewish Museum, the memorial is unmissable when seen due to its uniqueness of design. Situated in a built-up area where houses and offices can be see surrounding the Memorial, the barrenness of the land on which it is situated tugs at the heart strings of all who see it.
The Exhibition
The permanent exhibition located below the Memorial provides a unique approach to teaching the Holocaust in the way in which the observer is able to read and hear numerous testimonials from victims and survivors alike. With themed rooms such as the room of Sites, the room of families and the room of dimensions. Short biographies and historical photographs bring back home the personal struggles and stories of those who lived and died during the Shoah. Removing the anonymity from the accounts thus reminding us through multimedia that those who died were real people and not the work of fiction. 
Visitor information.
	
	April- September
	October- March 

	Tuesday- Sunday
	10 am- 8pm
	10am-7pm


· Admission is free, but groups will have to book in advance.Please note- Not suitable for under 14 years old
-Lat entrance is 45 minutes before closing 

· Airport style searches are conducted, and all bags and apparel are to be left at the reception desk/ cloakroom.


Final word.
The museums and memorials chosen to be included in this guide book provide teaching and thought on the history of Judaism in Berlin before and after the Holocaust. Each provides its own form or education be it through guided tours, plaques of remembrance or the need to research personally.

If more information is needed regarding additional areas of interest regarding this topic, numerous memorials and museums can be found relating to numerous topics. Additionally, many of the memorials and museums have leaflets containing material on other significant sights in Berlin.







Maps and directions.
All directions provided begin at Alexander Platz in order to create a sphere of reference. The numbers see on the map, correspond with the order in which the attractions have been disguised. Each will also have its own map indicating the length of the journey undertaken.

[image: ]1) Otto Weidt- Workshop for the blind Rosenthaler Street 39, Berlin 10178



2) The Jewish Museum 
[image: ]Jewish Museum Berlin, Lindenstraße 9-14, 10969 Berlin











[image: ]3) 
Herbert-Baum-Street · 13088 Berlin







[image: ]4) Friedrichstadt, Berlin
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