


The following essay emphasizes the necessity of children safeguarding policies and procedures in UK. It shadows the concept of safeguarding by providing the definition of safeguarding. It further discusses the two high profile safeguarding cases in the last twenty years. The idea of safeguarding is to acknowledge the wellbeing of children in any environment. Safeguarding is to protect children’s health, wellbeing and ensuring they live their lives according to human rights, making sure their care provision level has not been failed, keeping children safe from abuse according to (NHS, 2017). It is the understanding of allowing the children to live their life safely and with its due right. 
Children make the future of the society, their better and safe upbringing results as a stable and developed society as mentioned by (Clark, et al., 2020).By giving the children safe childhood, a better outcome for the society can be achieved. It is important for a child to grow up without any distress and harm so they can focus on the early years of learning. Children’s rights are seen as an important factor all over the world as described by (Deva Prasad & Suchithra Menon, 2018). In any part of the world, children are known and seen a valuable asset as they hold future. Making sure the children are protected from any harm is a vital part. 
The safeguarding of children is very important as it is worldly known as mentioned by (Lumsden, 2014). The safety of children is discussed and viewed internationally as children hold the key to a better future. Children safeguarding can be improved by focusing on the want and needs of the child as mentioned by (Race & Frost, 2022). By asking the children about their experiences, a better safety can be provided. 
The importance of children safeguarding can be taught and implemented by many ways. It is to protect the children from physical, sexual, neglect and emotional abuse as mentioned by (Hempton & Williams, 2011). Safety for children in the aspects mentioned above can only be reduced if children are kept safe from any kind of body harm, in regards to sex, failed care and their feelings. These abuses can be spotted early if the awareness of children safeguarding is made known publicly. It is a responsibility upon everyone to keep children safe as mentioned by (Appleton & Sidebotham, 2018). If children are going through abuse and neglect as an individual, the responsibility befalls upon everyone. 
Children safeguarding policies are important and they help to identify the possible signs of neglect. Regular visits made to the hospital by a child is usually a sign that the child is not receiving the care to protect him or her as mentioned by (Dean , 2015). Signs of a child going through physical and emotional abuse are always visible. Bruises, burns, or if a child is hesitant to talk or being scared shows that the child is a victim of abuse. There are many signs of possible sexual abuse such as lack of trust of adults, urine infections, genital irritation as mentioned by (Robinson , 1991). These indicators show that the child is not safe and to provide safety approach safeguarding policies play a huge role. 
Every child is important, and it is necessary to make sure that the child is living his/her life and making memories and not being affected by any neglect or abuse as mentioned by (Parton , 2010). To ensure that many safeguarding policies and procedures in UK such as (The NSPCC, 2022) provide safety guidelines and steps which help to identify signs of abuse and also provide the right help. The (NSPCC,2022) focuses on providing safety to a child against any abuse, spot the signs of abuse, recruiting the right people to ensure children’s safety, keep children safe online and also record their data such as photographs and statements and share the data amongst the child protection centres to offer the right help. 
The policy statements include such as role description of an officer working for children protection, code of conduct for staff and volunteers, behaviour codes of children and young people, health and safety, providing training, supervision and support. 
The child protection systems in England play a huge role in ensuring children safety. The Department for Education (DfE) is known to keep children safe and provides policies, legislation, and statutory guidance on how the child safety net should work (The NSPCC, 2022). Under the DfE the local safeguarding partners are responsible for children’s safety. These local safeguarding team includes the local authority, the integrated care board and the Police. All three collaborate and exchange data to ensure to take the child out of abuse and neglection and work towards providing a better health and safety. 
The UN convention on the rights of the child provides a detailed overview of the rights of the children. The convention is made of 54 articles that cover all the steps of a child’s life and has set civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights that a child must have. The convention came into force in UK (Unicef for every child, 1992). The convention is an international binding and provides guidance on the rights of the children. It explains how adults and government should collaborate to provide a safe environment for the children. 
According to (Unicef for every child, 1992) anyone under the age of 18 is a child is entitled to the rights in the Convention. All the children are same regardless of their ethnicity, religion, sex, or language. Government must ensure that the child is enjoying their rights and promote children’s rights. Every child has a right to clean space, cleanliness, food and clothes and shelter. Every child is entitled to education. Children who have been a victim of abuse and neglect must get special support to help them recover self-respect, health and dignity. If a child is not safe with his family, UNICEF provides guidance on adoption. Government must keep the children safe from any work that is dangerous to their health. UNICEF (1992) describes that the child has a right to share how they feel and their views must not be neglected to provide them housing or how the child lives daily. Based on the articles, children’s upbringing is the responsibility of both parents. A support service for parents must be provided by the government. 
According to the (Department for Education, 2019) domestic violence and abuse is very common and the DVA local child policies are set to keep the children safe. Besides these policies and procedures for children safeguarding, many children are a victim of abuse. There are times when collaboration of multiple child protection agencies and hospital fail to pick up the signs of abuse and neglect. 
One of the high-profile safeguarding cases of UK is the baby Peter Connelly who was born on 1st of March to Tracey Connelly. In few months after Peter was born, Tracey began a new relationship with Steven Barker. In December 2006, Connelly was arrested as bruises were seen on Peter’s body by a GP and Peter was moved in the care of a family friend and there, he stayed five weeks. In February 2007 a former social worker Nevres Kemal wrote a letter to the Department of Health (Haringey officials) describing concerns about baby Peter. On 12th of March 2007 Quality Care Commission (CQC) inspectors met Haringey officials to discuss the concerns raised by Nevres Kemal. On April 2007 baby Peter was admitted to North Middlesex Hospital with bruises, two black eyes and swelling on left side of the head. At this point baby Peter should not have returned to the mother and further investigation should have taken place. Father of baby Peter should have been made aware of the situation. Connelly is re-arrested in May 2007. Barker who was Connelly’s boyfriend let his brother and a 15 year old girl move in with them. 30th of July 2007 a social work missed to pick the injuries on baby Peter. If the social workers had been given the training to spot the signs of abuse, there is a possibility that baby Peter would have survived. 2nd of August, police let go of Connelly and 3rd of August baby Peter was found dead in his cot.
Given the timeline of devastating events which led to the death of baby Peter it is visible that the social services were not collaborating properly. The  multiple visits to the hospital in such a short space of time were enough to raise an alarm. Negligence from the doctors played a role in this traumatic death of Peter. Social services and child safety agency did try to pass the information on but failed to pick up that mother’s boyfriend was living with them. Lack of funding to the child protection services was an answer to baby Peter’s death however the reward offer to the father of baby Peter was unfair play. To save the baby services could have contacted the father and provided help to Connelly if there was a struggle to look after the baby. Accusing the father after the death of the baby was not the right approach. 
11th of November 2008 the boyfriend and his brother along with Connelly were found guilty of the death of baby Peter however if the services worked together perhaps baby Peter would have been alive. Later, social services workers were sacked for not doing their job properly. They failed to collaborate, pick up signs of neglect and abuse. 
1st of December 2008, the leader of Haringey children services and cabinet member of children and young people Liz Santry resigned. This clearly shows that the child protection services knew that they have failed to save Peter. GP who saw Peter was also suspended by the General Medical Council. Years in prison does not justify their actions, when Peter was brought to the hospital multiple times, taking him away and putting him for adoption would have been a wiser choice. All these details are recorded on (BBC News, 2013). 
The second high profile children safeguarding case in the UK was the case of Victoria Climbie who was born on 2nd of November 1991 in Ivory Coast. To begin with Victoria lived a normal healthy life up to age of 6. In 1998, Victoria’s aunty offered to take her to France for education. Victoria attended school however the school noticed that Victoria was missing school a lot. The school noticed that Victoria looked tired and raised concerns regarding her health. In 1999, Victoria’s aunty brought her back to London for treatment. Victoria travelled on aunt’s passport which raises an alarm. Victoria’s aunt sought residence from Ealing homeless Person’s unit and were in touch with Ealing social services. A relative from far made few calls to social services regarding Victoria’s health and well-being. In June 1999, a childminder raised a concern the way Victoria was being treated and how her aunt spoke. There were multiple hospital visits made however the injuries were reported as non-accidental. The hospital contacted police and Haringey social services. A social worker from Haringey contacted the hospital and decided to discharge Victoria into her aunt’s care which was a bad decision to make. Victoria resided with her aunt for further seven months which were her last months alive. Victoria did not have much social interaction and was seen by professional four times. They lived in Manning’s flat, there were concerns regarding sexual abuse. February 2000, Victoria was taken to the church, believed to be possessed, however was advised to be taken to the hospital. Victoria was taken to Tottenham ambulance station then she was moved to North Middlesex hospital by an ambulance. She needed specialist care and therefore was transferred to St Mary’s hospital Paddington. Victoria had multi system failure and her system began to shut down. Victoria died of hypothermia and multi-system failure on 25th of February 2000. 128 injuries were recorded and there were many scars on her body and that was listed as worst child abuse ever in history. 
Investigation showed that Victoria was abused by Manning and her aunt. Abuse included a boiling kettle poured on her,  toes were hit by a hammer, hit by bicycle chain and burned with cigarettes. Victoria was left in freezing bath many times and was tied up for over 24 hours. Victoria’s aunt and Manning were sentenced to death, and they claimed that Victoria never cried no matter how hard or how much they hit her. 
There were many opportunities to save Victoria, many organisations could have helped to save her such as three London Councils, social services department, child protection team, hospitals which Victoria visited, and the Church. They missed the signs of abuse and treated her as possessed. Failure to work together, the services, hospital and police did not provide suitable care for Victoria. Investigating her aunt after Victoria’s death was a bit too late. 
In conclusion, even though there are many child protection rights legislations and services available in UK, there are many high profile safe guarding cases which question the existence of child protection rights. Failure to question the guardian or parents when the child is being brought to the hospital leads to many deaths of poor children. Abused child is not able to tell the world that they are hurt, spotting the signs and ensuring that the child protection services, hospital, and police work together to keep the children safe. 

