Lit review 
Domestic abuse has been a relevant topic throughout history, even dating back to the 15th century when the Catholic Church would encourage men to be the punishers of their wives to keep them submissive (Swisher, 1994). Unfortunately, it is only within the past few decades that persecutors have been held accountable for their actions. This was done by the first piece of legislation dedicated to combat domestic violence, the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976. This act sought to bring equal justice into each marital home by the threat of arrest. It was published by Maidment (1983) that this legislation did not make much change to battered women or anyone who was suffering domestic abuse, as it was observed to be too difficult to change the publics deep seated attitudes towards abuse, because it had been engraved into society for hundreds of years. On the contrary, the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976 was the first necessary step in the long road to abolishing domestic abuse. It was only in the early nineties that English law started to take domestic abuse seriously which was proven in the case of R v Ahluwwalia (Kiranjit) (1992). It was concluded that the conviction for murder was quashed and there was a retrial for manslaughter as she pleaded it was provocation from her husband’s abusive actions that lead to her killing him. Horrendously, it was only made a law in 1991 that marital rape was a crime, a decision which was made in R v R (1991) UKHL 12. 

It has been reported by the Office for National Statistics (2023) that 2.1 million people over the age of 16 has experienced domestic abuse throughout 2022 to 2023. Regrettably, there was not a significant change from the Office for National Statistics (2022), which reported 2.4 million cases of domestic abuse. Even though the number of cases has dropped slightly, only 1,500,369 cases were reported to the police in 2022 meaning that over half never got to see the possible beginning of receiving justice or escaping their abusers. Victim Support (2018) explains they are an independent charity that has worked with over 35,000 survivors of domestic abuse. The charity took a survey from the survivors, to find out why victims do not report their case of domestic abuse to the police. The main points found were that there is a lack of empathy and even intimidation from male police officers, making female victims feel inadequate or uncomfortable to reveal their situation. Conclusions from the survey also show that some victims felt as if the police officers did not believe the events that had unfolded and were dealt in a very robust manner. Victims felt infuriated as it was very frustrating that the police did not understand the level of danger the victims were in. A main reason that victims do not report their case of domestic abuse is the fear of their abuser if a conviction or intervention is not made. The Crown Prosecution Service (2022) provide that the charge rate for domestic abuse is 77.2%. Although this is a high percentage, there is still a percentage large enough to scare away victims from reporting their case. This can be proven in the case of R v Curtis (James Daniel) (2010) as it highlighted the difficulty of highlighting and proving harassment in a court of law to get the perpetrator convicted. 

A large concern that victims have is what the process of reporting domestic abuse is and what support is on offer from the police. In 1987, EVA Woman’s Aid (2019), was launched as the first national domestic violence hotline and are still supporting women that are suffering from domestic abuse. The Metropolitan Police (2023) share that the process of reporting a case of domestic abuse is to first call 999 for physical intervention by the police, who then will give you an update within 24 hours of reporting the offence. A helpline is also given to the victims to make follow up calls of their own accord. The victim can then apply for an injunction. There are very few steps here that do not seem to be very supportive. The victim must do most of the work as they must do their own follow ups and applications for injunctions. This would not make a victim feel protected by law enforcement. However, on Citizens Advice (2023) there is more in-depth advice on what a victim of domestic abuse should do after reporting the crime. It is advised that other housing should be a priority to remove the victim from the scene of their abuse. This could be done by staying with friends and family or going to the housing authority. Under the Housing Act 1996, victims of domestic abuse and children will be considered ‘homeless’ and will go through the same housing process. In 1987, EVA Woman’s Aid (2019), was launched as the first national domestic violence hotline. 
Victims can use the legislation put in place to apply for injunctions or do their best to create space between themselves and abusers. However, there is always the drawback of the cost of a solicitor. It is not always necessary to acquire a solicitor, but they have extensive knowledge and guidance that could be the difference as to whether a victim is freed from their abusive situation or not (Woman’s Aid, 2023).  There are many victims who unfortunately cannot afford a lawyer, whether that’s because they have financial dependency on their abuser or cannot afford it, and so can apply for legal aid. Whiting (2023) defines legal aid as a government funded scheme to pay for legal fees for those who cannot afford it, whether it is legal representation or family mediation, it helps families to be able to have access to these opportunities. Legal aid can be the difference of whether a family can stay together or become homeless, the power to free a victim from domestic abuse or contain them to a life of pain (The Law Society, 2023). The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 was found to be restricting as it has a five-year time limit to provide evidence of domestic abuse to apply for legal aid. This could be hard as it is not easy gathering sufficient evidence for the police. To prove domestic abuse, a victim will need to gather verbal testimonies from witnesses, gather medical reports of injuries, take pictures of injuries, and have all the police reports gathered to create a repetitive case of domestic abuse (National Domestic Violence Hotline, 2021). In 2017, the time limit was abolished in the civil legal aid (procedure) (amendment) (no. 2) 2017 regulations so victims did not have to feel under pressure from a time constraint. Citizens Advice (2023) offer a free tool to help victims independently apply for non-molestation orders or occupation orders and guidance on how to apply for legal aid. Gov.Uk (2023a) state that non-molestation orders and occupation orders are a free process to apply for. Despite this, it is most likely going to cost money to have the best opportunity for success.
There must be more reasons as to why there are not as many affective ways to protect victims of domestic abuse because there is not much of a difference in the number of domestic abuse cases that happen each year. A reason for this could be a lack of funding into this area. According to HM Government (2023) over £140 million is invested into the tackling domestic abuse plan. However, only £47 million of this budget is allocated to community-based services and the rest is split up into smaller divisions. Although it seems like a lot of money, each area is not specifically for victims of domestic abuse. An example of this is that money from the domestic abuse fund is distributed to housing and mental health wards in the NHS instead of housing specifically for those escaping abusive households. Money from the government is also allocated to the Children Affected by Domestic Abuse fund. Gov.uk (2023b) specify that £10 million is given to organisations providing support to children suffering from domestic abuse, such as counselling and 1:1 support. On the other hand, the £10 million is split over different organisations such as Welsh Woman’s aid, The Children’s Society and Safelives, and more, meaning that each organisation is receiving around £1 million or under. This is not always enough for each community to create the best support and protection for the victims that need help. Support and protection are such a key part in helping victims of domestic abuse as the charity Safelives (2023) reveal that they have helped over 50,000 victims of domestic abuse and 70,000 children. Remarkably, 60% of victims receiving support and protection show that the abuse stopped when receiving the correct advice and protection methods provided by these support communities. 
The current legislation in the United Kingdom is the most effective it has ever been throughout history. However, that is not an achievement because the evolution of legislation to protect victims has been extremely slow. It is because of the slow evolution of the necessary legislation that so many perpetrators were able to and are still able to get away with domestic abuse. The first piece of legislation to combat domestic violence was introduced in 1976. This is the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976 which provided the police with the powers of arrest in a situation of domestic violence. The next piece of legislation to help protect victims of domestic abuse was not brought about for another 21 years from the first legislation, this was the Housing Act 1996. This act recognised that women and children were at risk of homelessness if they were trying to escape an environment of domestic abuse. Although this legislation was not specific to help protect victims, it did its job in providing a safe environment for them to go. 
It is arguable that the Protection from Harassment Act 1997 and the Family Law Act 1996 are the most crucial and effective pieces of legislation for protecting victims of domestic abuse. The Protection from Harassment Act 1997 covers a wide variety of abuse and inappropriate behaviours displayed by abusers (Strickland, 2017). It was the first act put in place to stop stalking and harassment. The act provides civil and criminal remedies to protect a victim from a wider set of antisocial behaviours, examples of these are racial harassment or stalking. The act brought forward criminalising harassment, meaning victims can finally put some space in between them and the abuser. Day to day abuse can be draining on a victim so by gaining a successful protection order they can escape from the abuse (Kaur and Garg, 2008). The Crown Prosecution Service (2022) claim that restraining orders can be applied for within any criminal offence, but harassment claims are most commonly linked with restraining orders. These are a good intervention method and Sentencing Council (2023) explain that if a protection order is breached, a prison sentence of up to 5 years can be awarded. 

The Family Law Act 1996 introduced occupation orders and non-molestation orders which are the two most important injunctions a victim could apply for to leave an abusive home. An occupation order has the power to legally choose who gets to occupy the family home. This is used to allow victims and children of domestic abuse to remain in their family home whilst removing the abuser (Shelter, 2021). There are criteria that must be met to get an occupation order, such as both parties must have lived in the property together as a family home or intended to in the future and they must be associated persons. There are different situations which a victim can apply for depending on their status of ownership is on the house. Another deciding factor is relevant children. In the case of Re L (Children) [2012] EWCA Civ, it was decided that the children were affected by the parents quarrelling and it was in their best interest to remove the father from the home. The court has a wide range of powers under section 33 (3) Family Law Act 19196 including the decision of who will remain in the property and if the respondent is allowed to enter the home or a part of the home. Non-molestation orders are the best front line of defence for a victim from a domestic abuser as it limits an abuser’s actions towards a victim. Whether this is specific actions such as visiting the home or threatening physical abuse, the respondent then legally cannot do these actions. Non-molestation orders can only be applied for associated people such as marriage or civil partnerships (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2020). Non-molestation orders should only be made through deliberate harassment. In C v C (1998) the publication of a newspaper article was not seen as a molestation despite fears of a tarnished reputation. In rare cases some abusers do not cause harm deliberately which can be seen in the case of B v B (1999) where a woman was abusive to her husband due to a medical condition, so the husband was refused a non-molestation order. This is a prime example of a gap in the legislation system which has failed to protect a victim of domestic abuse. 

The next legislation that was brought into action was the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004, which the government implied it was the biggest change to law of domestic violence within the past 30 years. Hester, Pearce and Williamson (2008) wrote in a Ministry of Justice report that this claim was an exaggeration as the impact it made to victims of domestic abuse by 2007 was very limited. They reported that in their opinion the most effective change was that common assault was made an arrestable offence. This proves that the slow evolution of legislation was barley making a difference even though it takes years between each legislation to be published. The next act to have an impact on domestic abuse was the Crime and Security Act 2010. The act allowed a person to get a Domestic Violence Protection Notice if they had received threatening violence towards them. It is an emergency non-molestation order that can be produced by the police in serious incidents (Gov.UK, 2022). It was a further 5 years until the Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Act (Wales) 2015 was introduced, with the main aim to stop gender-based violence/abuse. Wales introduced this act as it was reported by Policy and Strategy (2022) that the government want to make Wales a safe place for women to live. Wales felt like it was time to do something about the death and violence women experience daily. The plan was to change public perception on violence towards women, to make children aware of the importance of safety, holding those accountable that commit the crime and to increase prevention of domestic abuse. 

The last piece of legislation that was dedicated to the protection of victims from domestic abuse was the Domestic Abuse Act 2021. However, this act was first announced to be drafted in the Queen’s speech in 2017 and be created between 2018-2020 but was not introduced until 2021 (End Violence Against Women, 2017). The government recognised that change needed to be made. There is not enough legislation that victims can rely on, or it takes years for the next piece to be made into law. The bill was proposed in the House of Commons and sat through 12 sittings (House of Commons Library, 2021). It can take a long time for legislation to become law as it goes through a long process, but each legislation varies on a time scale (UK Parliament (2023), however four years for some victims is far too long.
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