The works of Thomas Aquinas became a significant part of the influence of the Divine right of kings.
The divine right of kings is a belief that Monarchs are appointed by god to lead nation, this concept is something Aquinas mentions in his text On Kingship and therefore one can assume that his views have had an impact on its interpretation. Within the essay I shall refer to the spiritual role of kings according to Aquinas and then in regards to the perceived spiritual role of monarchy in the eyes of catholic monarchs over time, specifically Louis XVI of France and Isabella I of Spain, in addition to references to non-Catholic kings such as the protestant king Charles I of England  and Russian Orthodox King Nicholas II of Russia.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Special focus will be given to Charles I due to his deposition by a man who would become a tyrant in the eyes of Aquinas, Oliver Cromwell. Nicholas and Louis were also deposed by those who would be deemed tyrannical however in the case of Nicholas the concept of divine right of kings was very much passed by the majority and for Louis it was a specific concept of disgust for the revolutionaries therefore they will give good perspective in regards to the change in the views at the time. 
 
