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	What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?    Learning new things.

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work? Better flow to the essay.

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission? Finishing it.


This essay will critically explore key influences on the social (re)production of individuals and groups in different social classes in Britain. It will demonstrate a critical outlook on how class is represented in society and critically reflect upon individual representations of class in the media and society. It will briefly discuss the origins of civilized societies and the beginning of trade. It will also discuss The Sumerians and Egyptians and how it is assumed that they began civilised societies. Within these civilised societies the beginnings of the class system may have been founded (Diakonoff,1991). Also, other theories on the class system, including Marx, The BBC’s Great British Class Survey and Bourdieu will be discussed and critiqued. Social class is linked to different aspects of society and dependant on which class you are in can be closely linked to poverty (Spiker, 2007).  This essay will explore the ways in which social class and poverty can be linked. However, the main focus on this submission will include the inequalities in the education system depending on which social class background you are from. It will mention how the Education Act 2011 is linked to developing equal opportunities for children. Also, the discussion of the ‘hidden curriculum’ will be explored (Gatto, 1992).
Class may have been around for thousands of years, from primal communities, Egyptian times and still to the present day. The Sumerian society is considered to have been the first civilised society in the world. It is alleged that they gained control of much of the agricultural land through their complex organisation, the elite using the poor, thus resulting in a hierarchal society in which they were able to enslave other communities to work for what they needed to survive (Dodgshon, 1998; Maslow, 1943). Despite claims that Egyptian civilization derived from Sumerian society, it is unknown for certain which society came first. However, what is suspected is that the rise of the Sumerian and Egyptian societies may have brought the beginning of what is now known as ‘capitalism’ into society, yet, in a different form in which it is depicted today. With their vast power over other civilisations they began the trade of goods (Diakonoff,1991). 
Capital growth is considered to be the primary focus of national and global government policies. Capitalism relies on the labour work force to generate finances. The education system is seen as part of a capitalist economy. Therefore, claims that the education system is a key benefactor in the social reproduction of inequalities has been assumed and the capitalists benefit from reproducing these inequalities through the education system (Holsinger and Jacob, 2008).
Social class inequalities in Britain are thought to be ingrained in to us as a society. It has therefore been suggested that the lower-class people of Britain face discrimination. It is considered that social class is one of the biggest inequalities of British society. The arguments that surround the debate regarding the existence of the social class system in Britain include; Marxist’s who argue that there is still a class system and Post-Modernists who oppose this. Marxist’s believe that the social class system is still evident, yet it is changed considerably since Marx first wrote the Communist Manifesto. Post-Modernists would debate this argument and propose that there is an inequality in society, yet it is not related to social class but more how people spend their money (hwb, Wales, 2017). The Equality Act 2010 was modified to combine most discrimination acts into one. It states that by law Britain should be an equal society, and aims to eliminate discrimination and inequalities throughout the country. However, social class is not mentioned in this act as a ‘protected characteristic’ (legislation, 2010).

Marx and Engels (2008) argue that class has merely changed position since earlier times of slavery. In society, they suggest that the reproduction of class is still alive and another form of oppression. According to Marx there are two main classes, Bourgeoise and Proletariat, Bourgeoise control the ‘means of production’ and Proletariat are the worker or labourers to the Bourgeoise. However, Abel and Lewis (1989) considered Karl Marx’s theory to be too naive and claim that Marx was a Bourgeoise so should not have assumed what the interests of the proletariat were. They state that Marx did not apply critical questions to his theory, therefore he would not have been critically analytical and subsequently missed out questions that should have been formulated. Before the German Communist Party was defeated in the 1920s, Karl Korch was examining the basics of Karl Marx’s theory. Despite Korch having a Marxist view, it was suggested to be a more scientific view on Marxism. Unfortunately, much of Korch’s ideas on social class ‘vanished’ when Stalin’s Faction gained control therefore his theory could not be critiqued further (Goode, 1979). 
In a recent survey by the BBC, ‘The Great British Class Survey’, they challenge Marx’s original idea of two classes and the traditional, upper class, middle class and working class, and claim that in the United Kingdom there are now seven different social classes. These seven classes are; ‘Elite, Established Middle Class, Technical Middle Class, New Affluent Workers, Traditional Working Class, Emergent Service Workers and Precariat’ (BBC, 2013, para 8). The survey has been considered to show the huge inequalities in today’s society and states that over one hundred and sixty-one thousand people took part in the biggest class survey of all time (BBC,2013). Savage (2013) contends that the BBC’s ‘The Great British Class Survey’ is too simplistic and accuses them of copying a more complex and accurate model that they have come up with. Rather, he suggests that social class causes social, economic and cultural inequalities in society and disadvantages the less wealthy people by stereotyping and labelling them with tags such as ‘under-class’ or ‘precariat’ (Savage, 2013). 
Although dominant social classes can be viewed by society as people who are financially stable, dominant social class can also be described as people who have material capital, cultural capital or resources to gain economic power. It is suggested that there is no definite answer to the meaning of ‘social class’, this is varied and debated. It has been argued that social class is an academic discourse and in practice is quite different to what academia would describe it as (Crompton, 2008).
Key influences on the reproduction of social class have been suggested to begin in the early school years of a person’s life. People from a lower-class background are more likely to be taught conformity, while higher-class children will be taught how to affiliate with others. Through cultural reproduction, the higher-class will achieve more in life as a result of inequality in society (DeLamater, 2006). Cultural inheritance, ‘habitas’, is considered to privilege middle or elite classes in society. It is argued that children who come from families with valued cultural inheritance get rewarded in education due to their status. However, a child coming from a working-class family who has the same talents may not be recognised and a cycle of social reproduction of inequalities begins. This then can reproduce the dominant, elite class through life and on to their children (Bourdieu and Passeron, 1977 cited in Tzanakis, 2011, p.76-90).
Browne (2005) contends that the upper-class will unfairly gain access to the better jobs, homes, food and more in today’s society, merely due to their social class. He indicates that the inequalities in wealth in the United Kingdom in 2001, averaged on seventy two percent of the economy’s wealth being owned by just ten percent of the population. This suggests that over twelve million people are in poverty and the poverty rate is increasing as the gap in wealth inequality is broadening. In his research he argues that despite the National Health Service and access to the welfare state, a person from a lower-class background will inevitably live seven years less than a person of higher-class status. As well as these findings, he states that the infant death rate is doubled for people of lower-class status in society. He details his findings with research that suggests the lower-class have poor living conditions, lower income, long working days, unhealthy diets, poor medical care and much more. This view point is also supported by Gilbert Kahl’s model which states that the upper one percent of society own the majority of wealth (Kahl, 1987 cited in, Higley, 1995). 
It is assumed by many sociologists, that in the capitalist contemporary society, social class is interlinked with factors such as education, occupation and wealth. According to Gilbert Kahl’s model, a major issue when looking at class is poverty. Social statuses can form the path in which social inequalities are formed (Goldberg, 2014). Social rewards and resources can be gained by the unfair distribution of them by the hegemony of the elite groups in society. Groups who have access to a better education, more wealth and power often tend to benefit from a higher social class stratification. It is argued that social class is another social category in which your position can either cause you to gain unfair opportunities or great barriers. This is considered not only by which class you may be, but gender, race, sexuality and ethnicity can all be interconnected in a way which will either advantage or disadvantage a person (Ferguson, 2016). Lister (2004) indicates that social class is still the main cause of inequalities in society. She suggests that your class will undoubtedly influence your education, health benefits, life expectancy and employment prospects. Her findings consider that even middle-class people can now be at risk of falling into poverty and over nine million people in Britain cannot afford to keep their homes warm.
Traditional social class theories have been critiqued by Andrew Adonis and Stephen Pollard who have argued that social class is still at the forefront of Britain’s inequalities and they claim there has now emerged a ‘super class’. This social class indicates that the affluent members of society are now the elite with huge earnings that separate them from anyone else in today’s society. They claim that this class group are mainly earning in the City of London through private sectors and that they have only touched on the massive inequalities of earnings (Adonis and Pollard, 1998 cited in Chapman, 2004). Despite Britain claiming it is an equal society and people claim rewards on merit, this is disputed. Britain is still considered a class-bound society and rewards are not gained through hard work but rather your status. Privilege is passed down through the generations and not earned in this unfair, unequal society. The higher-class imagine that they deserve their status in society and that it is the fault of the lower-class that they have less wealth. It is suggested that inequalities in Britain can be recognised by the amount of people who cannot afford to send their children to private schools. For working-class families this may reproduce in to the next generation who will also not be able to afford to send their children to private schools and another cycle of unfair class labelling begins. The effect of the inequalities and unfairness surrounding social class in Britain is suggested to be having a negative impact on the British economy and is unlikely to change in the near future (theguardian, 2010).
O’Grady (2013) proposes that a functionalist would argue with theorists who suggest that social class is reproduced through education systems. She claims that any person can alter their position in society through meritocracy. If you commit yourself to hard work, you will change your position in society and become whatever social class you wish to be. Despite this, a structuralist will strongly disagree with this view and suggest that the education system produces inequalities throughout society because the state is able to control what education is offered in public school sectors through the national curriculum (O’Grady, 2013). Meritocracy in public schools has not seen a rise in pupils being able to attend private schools. However, the reproduction of the social class elite has continually been gained through the privilege of the elite social classes being able to afford to send their children to private schools. Yet, it is considered that only seven percent of all children are privately educated. It is argued that private schools are the foundations to the divide of British society (Kynaston, 2008, cited in, Chapman, et al, 2016).
Bourdieu (1981, cited in Harker, et al, 1990) argues that failings in the education system are to be blamed for failures to the working-class and not the working-culture. He suggests that the dominant class has the power to culturally reproduce. The hegemony of the dominant class dictates what is culturally valued. Yet, this does not indicate that the dominant class is better educated or knowledgeable than any other class, it only benefits them because of their cultural status in society. Bourdieu proposes that the dominant class has more power and control over the other classes, thus gaining more cultural capital to establish themselves in the education system. He claims that your life course trajectory can come from your early school years and dominant classes already have an unfair advantage in education and beyond through their cultural capital. Dominant classes may have ‘legitimate’ lifestyle tastes such as having interests in fine art, fine music and fine food and Bourdieu argues that the education system will put high value to these tastes. He suggests that the reproduction of social inequality begins in education therefore the dominant class is maintained through the education system. LeGoff (1999, cited in, Lane, 2006) critiques Bourdieu and argues that his theory is an assault on the state and that his work includes too many contradictions. He states that Bourdieu is rigid in his findings and accuses him of undermining the faith in private school sectors.
There have been suggestions to indicate that through the education system there is a ‘hidden curriculum’. Through this ‘hidden curriculum’ it is assumed that it keeps you in the social class position that you are allocated. It argues that children are under constant evaluation of themselves yet, they will look for the approval from others to value their self -worth. The constant changes from subject to subject teach children to believe that something is not worth your whole focus. This can contribute to children having an absence of ‘intellectual dependency’ and teaches them to obey orders and commands which can affect their natural ability to make their own decisions (Gatto, 1992). Illich (1971, cited in Sutton 2013) contests the acceptance of the compulsory schooling system and argues that it is beneficially developed for the needs of the economy, to reproduce working-class people that conform to society’s belief that a capitalist economy is required for the future progression of the economy. He believes that working-class people have become passive to the notion that they are merely pawns to the elite upper-class. Along with this he argues that schools are similar to prisons, where schooling is compulsory, and children are taught discipline through a ‘hidden curriculum’ to keep them in social order.
A reform in the Education Act took place and came in to legislation in 2011. The Education Act 2011 states that a reform in the education system is necessary to put an end to the unequal opportunities in society and that every child should be given the opportunity to achieve their best and is entitled to a good education. It has a focus on helping children who may be at a socio-economic disadvantage (gov.uk, 2011). This reform may be seen as a step towards removing social class inequalities in the education system.
In conclusion to this submission, in British society social class appears to be a contentious issue and the terms and definitions are ambiguous and are continuously being redefined. It seems that if you are born in to higher-class positions that you will always be at an advantage compared to those born in to lower-class families. It is likely that you will have a better degree of education, health care and wealth. This can possibly then be passed down from generation to generation and at the other end of the spectrum if you are born in to lower-class it is likely to be passed through the generations. It seems that education is a key influence on the reproduction of class and the higher-class you are the more opportunities you will have in life (DeLamater, 2006). Meritocracy is considered to help those gain power and control of themselves and help people to advance in to higher social classes than what they began in (O’Grady, 2003). Yet, this is arguably unattainable as a rise in public school pupils in to private schools has not been seen through meritocracy and private schools have been considered to be the basis in which the British society is divided (Kynaston, 2008, cited in, Chapman, et al, 2016). Failings in the education system have been considered to reproduce inequalities in society. With Power and control from dominant social classes taking the fore front in unfair opportunities available to them, while leaving others of similar academic levels behind (Bourdieu, 1981, cited in Harker, et al, 1990). Despite the education system being free of charge and a compulsory setting for all children from the time of entry until they are sixteen, many upper-class children will receive the privilege of being able to attend private schools and that can automatically give them more opportunities throughout their lives. Research seems to provide evidence that there are privilege rewards for upper-class children in the education system and the availability for working-class to attend private schools seems hard to reach. Therefore, does our social class status set up our life course trajectory before we are even born and does social class matter? 
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