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Discover

Many schools in Swansea sometimes consider themselves lucky to 
have a vast green outdoor space for children to learn and play in. 
Many schools that I have visited have had little or no green 
outdoor area and consist of mainly concrete.

I am currently working in Llanrhdian Primary School which is 
situated in Gower. The school is surrounded by a number of fields 
and farmland and as a school we are lucky to have a large grass 
and forest area to use for learning and during break times.



Discover



Explore
When observing the outdoor space, I noticed that there was room for improvement and also the 
opportunity for the children to learn and develop skills when helping to improve their outdoor 
space.

Within the field there were a number of empty planters with old soil and dead plants.

During the winter months, a marquee is assembled and is used as an additional space for P.E. 
When the marquee is removed it leaves an area of dead plants, flowers and a large patch of 
soil.



Data Collecting



Data Collecting

Some of the suggestions on how the 
school's outdoor environment could be 
improved included:

• Growing fruit and vegetables

• Planting more flowers around the 
school to encourage insects.



Planting day



School Planters
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"The John Muir Award encourages people of all backgrounds to 
connect with, enjoy and care for wild places. The Trust's John Muir 
Award is an environmental award scheme focused on wild places. It 

is inclusive, accessible and non-competitive, though should 
challenge each participant."

(John Muir Trust, 2022)



Reflection
On reflection, this activity has benefitted both the children and the environment. The children would have learnt a variety 
of skills and also had a positive impact on their well-being.

The school's outdoor space now encourages more wildlife and encourages the children to learn and explore the new wildlife 
and the new plants that are growing.





“A majority of practitioners feel that boys gain the most out of learning 
outdoors as it suits their active-learning style.”

“A few practitioners feel that children with special educational needs 
also benefit from a less pressurised and freer outdoor environment.”

(Estyn, 2011)



‘By teaching a generation of children and teenagers, another 
generation will also be influenced to engage in sustainable 

environmental behaviours. Implementing a nationwide climate 
change education programme will act as a way to promote 
environmentally-friendly behaviours amongst all citizens.’

(World Economic Forum, 2020)



Allowing children to be outdoors and learn in this 
environment can enhance a child’s social, creative, physical, 
cultural and personal development (Welsh Government, 
2009).

Fiskin and Jacobson (2012) believes that outdoor learning 
has a positive impact on children’s motor and verbal 
agitation, increased variability of emotions, more positive 
communications and more physical activity.





Marchant et al (2019) carried out research that shown that 
an immersion in nature has a positive impact on well-being, 
creativity, brain function and mood; highlighting the 
potential of the outdoors in engaging children with learning.

Also, Jones (2021) feels that an immersion in an 
environment can provide opportunities for the children to 
problem-solve and collaborate creatively which can 
authenticate what they learn to truly understand what has 
an impact on the future of the planet.



education on waste, pollution and sustainability should be 
embedded into the new Curriculum for Wales to support the 

achievement of the four purposes; ambitious capable learners, 
who can be enterprising and creative individuals who are 

healthy and confident ready to lead fulfilling lives.

(Donaldoson, 2015)



By encouraging the children to achieve the 
SDGs it “empowers learners to take informed 
decisions and responsible actions for 
environmental integrity, economic viability 
and a just society for present and future 
generations.”

(Reickmann, 2017)



education settings need to define their relevant learning 
objectives and learning contents and to introduce 

pedagogy that empowers learners and urges the setting 
to include sustainability principles in their management 

structure.

(Welsh Government, 2019)



Any Questions?


