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Part 1 –

The importance of children being able to play outside is greatly valued by the citizens within Iceland and other comparable nations. This was supported by Government papers claiming going outdoors is beneficial for children. The curriculum guidelines deposit a lot of significance on outdoor learning areas as a method to get children thinking positively about the natural world and an area to engage in healthy living (Noradahl and Johannesson, 2014 pp, 10).
	In Iceland for children aged between one and six, outdoor play is encouraged daily as part of their school time routine. Meanwhile, children aged six to sixteen only have a chance to play outside with fellow students through designated playtimes. While we don’t know exactly what all teachers do to help aid outdoor learning, we can make the assumption that a lot of what they do is based upon the schools and their personal opinion on outdoor education. However, there are indications that teachers in Iceland are using outside learning more frequently than they once did, for example, the capital city, Reykjavik, recorded that seventy percent of schools reported that they utilise outside education regularly (Oladottir, 2008). 

Adapted from:
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Part 2a – 

The topic for this essay will be forest schools, Forest School Network define a forest school as follows:
	It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.
								(Murray and O’Brien, 2006)

Many people support Murray and O’Brien because they are concerned that children in schools won’t have the same opportunity as their parents did to visit forests and other green spaces for the reason that pupils are too afraid of getting hurt and there are so many more learning experiences available inside the classroom than there once was. According to study, if children don’t access nature environments when they are young, they won’t do so when they are older, and we will lose out on the physical and psychological benefits of doing so (Ward Thompson et al, 2004). The reason for this is that learning outside of a classroom environment is tremendously different from learning inside, and the Welsh Government is now encouraging teachers to execute forest school in their own practice, particularly in foundation phase.
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Part 2b – 

Q1: If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this?

Plagiarism can be defined in many ways one being:
	Presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, with or without their consent, by incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgment.
								        (University of Oxford, 2022)
There are countless reasons behind why all students should avoid plagiarism within their work, firstly because it will subsequently result in your work being dismissed or failed, you are also putting other individuals work at risk, it gives you a bad reputation for the rest of your academic studies and possible future careers and finally, it’s unethical, as it’s the wrong thing to do. 

Q2: You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.

The above statement is false, using anyone’s work even if you have paraphrased or synthesised you need to give credit and correctly acknowledge the author or source you found the information from. There shouldn’t be loads of direct quotations in your academic writing, therefore to use other people’s ideas will require paraphrasing, making sure that anything you want to present in your work is in your own words and correctly referenced. Otherwise, this can be seen as a form of plagiarism and all penalties apply.

Q3: Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false.

I personally believe that this statement is false, Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information for academic assignments. Wikipedia can be a good starting bases for research, however, check the information you are reading and cite it elsewhere. Wikipedia is an audience lead content, it can be updated, corrected, and edited by anyone. Suggesting that not everything you will read will be informatively correct, while Wikipedia do try their best to remove any wrongful information with such a large intake things can get overlooked for a long period of time (Paperpile, 2022). To conclude, Wikipedia can be useful, especially for research, but should be avoided in formal academic writing as the author could present a lot of biased opinions rather than factual information. 

Q4: Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.

Instructions on how to present a long quotation –

Step 1: Firstly, figure out if your quote is considered a long or short quote, you can do this by answering these questions: is it more than thirty words? Or two lines or more? If the answer is yes, then this is seen as a long quotation.

Step 2: Layout: Place the quote as a separate paragraph, ensure that the paragraph has also been indented. It is also important to note that quotation marks are not required for a long quotation.

Step 3: Now to the reference, on the line below your quote to the right hand side, in round brackets, place the Author’s surname, what year it was published along with the page number, for example: (James, 2015, pp. 67-72).

Q5: Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 

Five sources to help aid academic research –

1. Background reading/books from the reading list: Gather books or e-books from the library ahead of time, some of these books you are required to engage with maybe high demand and you could miss out.
2. Online source: search for websites and online articles that might support points made in your academic assignment. You can use refine search engines to gather targeted literature to support your work.
3. Government documents: These are legitimate documents direct from the government, and prior research on these documents can be beneficial because in an academic assignment they are considered highly credible.
4. Personal experiences (bridging): These are a great source for academic study and can be carried out prior to assignment. It’s a great way to begin research within a real life experience which can help support points in an assignment. 
5. Magazines/Newspapers: General everyday reading can be beneficial because stories and headlines could be relevant and direct to your work. 
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Part 3 – 

Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales, an article composed by Emma Smith from the University of York. The main topic of this text is to discuss and debate the assumption that underachievement is caused by schools and particularly how it is seen from a welsh point of view. The aim is to look at existing evidence and statistics on pupil’s academic achievements and compare a number of things like the year, nation, gender and economic status to find out if all children in Wales are really being ‘schooled to fail?’. The main finding by the writer is that the examination results show that there is rather little evidence to suggest that Wales as a nation are schooling their children to fail, for example: the writer supports this statement with the statistics:
	In 2002, 79 per cent of Welsh 11-year-olds achieved the national target level in English an 50 per cent of 16-year-olds achieved five or more A*-C grades at GCSE.
									(Smith, 2005, p.93) 
The authors purpose behind this text is to put the term “underachieving students” and pupils in Wales are being “schooled to fail” to an end. 
