The Significance of Rosh Hashanah in Judaism
I have modelled my answer on the format that would be presented in the Encyclopaedia of Religion.



Rosh Hashanah 
                  ‘Head of the year and birthday of                                     dddddddddthe human race’.  
Rosh Hashanah is observed on first and second day of the month of Tishrei; symbolising the beginning of the ten days of awe, whilst signifying the start of a new year within Judaism. Rosh Hashanah translates to mean head of the year, with head signifying the brain controlling the body in the same way that Rosh Hashanah holds the spiritual vigour that helps decided what the year will have in store for a Jew. (Brawer,N.2008).

The ten days of awe are also known as Yamin Noraim meaning days of repentance. This period reminding Jews around the world to spend this time in serious, solemn contemplation and self-evaluation, leading to the penultimate day; Yom Kippur (Pilkington, C. M. 1995). A month afore Rosh Hashanah, the shofar horn blown every day other than Shabbat; to signify the change which is on the horizon in the month of Ellul (Segal, E. 2009). 

Jewish tradition states during Rosh Hashanah, the destiny of the tsaddikim, the righteous Jews will be inscribed in the Book of Life. While the destiny of the wicked; resha’im will be inscribed in the book of Death (Resnick, R. A. 2016). However, the books will not be sealed until Yom Kippur allowing the Jews an extra eight days to repent before God. The actions that can change the decree are "teshuvah, tefilah and tzedakah," meaning repentance, prayer and good deeds. Many Jews view Rosh Hashanah to be at the height of their spiritual life as it is where God decides each person’s future by either rewarding or punishing them. 

Prayer during Rosh Hashanah
The penitential prayer service otherwise known as Motzaei Shabbat or the first of the Selichot services, is held at midnight before Rosh Hashanah. It is seen to be the most important prayer service, as a result is attended by all who are well and able (Cohn-Sherbok, D. 2003). The theme of the Selichot service is the repetition of the Thirteen Attributes; the list God gave Moses after he committed the sin of the Golden Calf. The synagogue is dressed in white for this prayer service as a symbol of purity and helps call the mind to ensure sins will remain clean. The remanding Selichot services are only usually attended by those who attend daily Shacharit service all year around.
When returning from the synagogue service on the eve of Rosh Hashanah a glass of wine is blessed with the Kuddish prayer (Brawer,N.2008). The main theme of prayer is to ask God to accept the kingship of the world once again.

The highlight of the synagogue services during this festival is the shofar horn; being made influential in Judaism by the story of Abraham (Pilkington, C. M. 1995).
God subjected Abraham to extreme tests to reveal his complete obedience, God commanded him to sacrifice his son Isaac. Abraham accepted the commandment however God sent an angle to stop the sacrifice as he believed Abraham had proven his complete devotion to God. Abraham therefore decided to sacrificed a ram instead to again reinforce his devotion to God (Cohn-Sherbok, D. 2003). 

Machzor, the Jewish holiday prayer book holds all prayers and Torah readings for the festival; Gen 12:1-34 which discusses the birth story of Issac’s and Gen 22:1-24 which deals with the binding of Issac. These stories are read as it was from these passages where the Shofar horn became a significant custom within the religion but particularly this festival (Segal, E. 2009). 
The shofar horn is significant as the doleful cry acts as an appeal for repentance, reminding the Jews to the binding of Isaac (Pilkington, C. M. 1995).
On both days unless one is a Sabbath the horn is blown thirty times after the reading of the law, however it is noted there are three different sounds to represent the different types of crying. Tekiah is a single long note, shevarim are three shorter notes and teruah being nine or more extremely short notes; this again emphasizes the yearning of ones soul to be reunited with God (Forta, A. 1989).
The crying of the shofar is to represent the soul’s longing for God but also implies that the sound represented the urgency and that words cannot represent (Brawer,N.2008).

Customs of Rosh Hashanah
It is accustomed to greet family and friends by saying “May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year” during this festival (Forta, A. 1989).
Food is also accepted to be important during this time; Challah loaves, a braised egg bread usually eaten during Shabbat are eaten and moulded into a circular shape for Rosh Hashanah, to symbolise the continuity of creation. 
Apples dipped in honey are consumed as a hope for sweet things and sweet new year to come (Forta, A. 1989). On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, a new fruit is eaten to signify the Sheheheyana benediction; many Jews will eat a Pomegranate (Cohn-Sherbok, D. 2003). A pomegranate is seen to be a new fruit as it is when it comes into season. It is also suggested that a pomegranate comprises of six hundred and thirteen seeds, suggesting there is as many seeds in one Pomegranate as the amount of Mitzvoth in Judaism. Therefore eating a pomegranate could emphasises the Jews effort of keeping all mitzvoths. 

Tashlic, the afternoon prayer ceremony or casting away of sins takes place on the first day of Rosh Hashanah (Cohn-Sherbok, D. 2003). Jews ask God to remove all sins of his people. The community will assemble at flowing river to recite “You will cast all ins into the depths of the Sea’ (Mich 7:19). It is customary to empty pockets holding bread to physically symbolise the casting away of sins whilst allowing Jews to start afresh (Pilkington, C. M. 1995). 

Rosh Hashanah is the time each year for Jews to appraise their sins; a time for evaluation, repentance and seeking forgiveness from God. The prayers Jews recite during the festival are not only about their own personal issues or misfortunes but as well as the general condition of the world (Resnick, R. A. 2016).
The Shofar horn is blown for one final time to wake all Jews around the world, to make them rethink their actions of the past year allowing God to grant them an opportunity for a fresh start on Yom Kippur (Pilkington, C. M. 1995). 
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