PRESS RELEASE
[bookmark: _GoBack]On Friday 14th. December, first year students studying the Environmental Conservation course at U.W.T.S.D. Swansea held a conference at the campus where they presented individual presentations on their selected spheres of the earth. In their presentations they described the functions of the particular sphere on which they have chosen and the problems and their concerns of man’s activities and interference which have very often caused damaging consequences. The conference was intended to highlight the connection and interdependence of these global spheres that form our natural balance and how they are so finely evolved and highly integrated that any abnormal influence can very quickly cause devastating consequences. The earth comprises of four spheres, the Geosphere which gets its name from “Geo” meaning ground. The Geosphere is the largest part of the Earth. The Geosphere is the rock construction of the planet from tiny sand particles to huge boulders. Huge mountain ranges, deserts. volcanoes are all part of the geosphere. All the sand, minerals and rock are all part of the geosphere, all have different properties but are still highly contributary to the Earths formation. If it’s a solid form and part of the earth’s surface and below it’s part of the Geosphere. The Geosphere however is not alive but because it’s not alive don’t underestimate its contribution to life. Then we have the Biosphere from the Greek word “Bio “meaning life. All life forms have requirements to live from massive elephants to tiny nematodes and their food comes from the ground. All the grasslands, forests, plains wetlands and pastures all are part of the Biosphere which in turn sustain a myriad of other forms of life. Now we have the Hydrosphere, “Hydro” meaning water. The Hydrosphere is all the water on the planet found in the oceans, lakes and rivers and also frozen water found in frozen ice fields, glaciers and frozen in the ground. The final sphere within the system is the Atmosphere which is the air that we all breathe which along with water is essential to all of our life and all that surrounds us. Within these spheres some of the students chose to give presentations on the spheres which are included in the larger spheres like the Cryosphere which is all of the frozen water on the planet contained in ice sheets, glaciers and frozen ground and the Lithosphere which holds the upper crust which is the only part of  the Earth’s surface where man has so far carried out experiments and explored. The students will give individual presentations on their chosen spheres and will explain their formation, construction and contribution to how all these spheres interact with each other and how they are dependant on the ability to function efficiently to maintain this balance. Each student answered questions about their selected spheres in straightforward and in a not overly complicated presentation. What was highlighted how through mans activities in a relatively short time primarily in the last three hundred years how so much damage has been caused to these spheres. Much of this damage has been created through the burning of fossil fuels and deforestation but only through modern science and exploration can this environmental crisis can be exposed where possible rectified.


