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	Title of Dissertation
The Barmen Declaration and Christian resistance tio the Nazi State  - some lessons for a  new narrative on the Orthodox theology of war ?


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

1. To analyse and consider the ‘German Christian’ movement and its support for the Nazi State in the context of the history of the Weimar Republic and the Lutheran tradition.
2. To identify and discuss key elements of resistance leading to the Barmen declaration with particular reference to the positions of Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
3. To discuss the significance as well as the limitations of the Barmen declaration and its influence on the Confessing Church
4. To compare the ‘German Christian’ position with the theology  of ‘Christian fascism’ advocated by Ivan Ilyin in the light of contemporary events 
5. To discuss the relevance of the Barmen declaration to developing an alternative  narrative for the Orthodox theology of war.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

This dissertation will consider the  various responses of  Christian Churches to the development of Nazi ideology and the experiences of the growth of National Socialism in the 1930’s,with a particular focus on the growth and decline of the ‘German Christian’ movement and the development of the ‘Confessing Church’. The context of these developments will be discussed in relation to the  Lutheran tradition of close Church /State relations. The extent of Christian antisemitism will also be considered.

The legacy of the First World War as well the decline of the neo Kantian and humanist perspectives in the  later years of the Weimar Republic will then be discussed alongside the ‘volkisch’ theory of German exceptionalism . 
 
  The dissertation  will then  focus on the  views and actions of key figures such as Karl Barth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Martin Niemoller as well as the  extent to which the Barmen declaration of 1934 addressed the concerns expressed about the  closeness of the German Churches to the Nazi State. The sequel to the Barmen declaration, including the development of the seminary at Finkenwalde  and the divisions within the Confessing Church, will also be discussed as well as the position of the Catholic Church.

The situation of the theological disputes of Germany in the 1930s will then  be compared with Orthodox positions on the theology of war in the context of the Russian/Ukraine war. The following questions will be discussed:

· To what extent can the position of the ‘German Christians’  or ‘Nazi Christians’ can be seen as comparable with the theology of ‘Christian fascism’ and ‘violence in the name of love’  advocated  by Ivan Ilyin to justify armed conflict as a tenet of the Christian Gospel ?  What are the implications of a ‘Russian exceptionalism’ ? While Ilyin died in exile in 1954 his remains were reinterred in Moscow in 2005  on the   orders of  Vladimir Putin.
 
· To what extent does the Barmen declaration and related resistance  initiatives provide a justification for  revised  views of the  Orthodox theology of war ?

Methodology:  The dissertation will use published books and articles in relation to the ‘German Christian' period. The topic of the Orthodox theology of war is less well documented and will developed using contemporary articles and commentaries in addition to the source material  of Ilyin's and related works. Given the dynamic and uncertain nature of events in Ukraine  the content on the Orthodox theology of war will be updated as required. Advice will be sought from the tutor on sources for the study of Orthodox perspectives on the theology of conflict and war.
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