[bookmark: _Toc176543677]5.1 Introduction
This chapter summarises and concludes research, its aims, and the analysis of findings to answer the question: “Are police officers in the UK equipped to deal with dangerous dogs?”. It will also provide recommendations for policing of dangerous dogs in the UK. Finally, the chapter will critically evaluate the research methodology, findings and to inform future research opportunities.
[bookmark: _Toc176543678]5.2 Completion and Achievement of Objectives
1. Conduct a critical analysis of previous and current literature and discourse of policing dangerous dogs, including legislation and guidance, and any academic research on the topic.
This objective was completed by the comprehensive literature review, where it was identified that consulting officers for provision of training had not been considered to improve policing of dangerous dogs, and therefore presented an opportunity to understand this by conducting further research.
2. Identification of an appropriate methodology to research the topic further.
After identifying the opportunity for further research and insight in the literature review and consideration of resource, an online survey was identified to be the most suitable method, considering budgetary and time constraints.
3. Conduct research and analysis of data to gather information on the current state-of-play of policing, police officers training experiences and opinions of policing dangerous dogs.
This was completed in the analysis of data, using qualitative and quantitative methods, pulling out key insights on current training provisions, officers experiences.
4. Propose recommendations on policing dangerous dogs.
This objective will be completed below.
[bookmark: _Toc176543679]5.3 Research findings
[bookmark: _Toc176543680]5.3.1 Poor awareness of legislation and guidance
Research found that generally awareness of dangerous dogs, including legislation and identification of breeds, is still poor and inconsistent, despite efforts made to improve awareness. Whilst 84.2% of police officers sampled knew of the Dangerous Dogs Act, their knowledge of the definition given in the legislation was not consistent. Only a third who knew of the Act could legally define a dangerous dog and 52.6% did not know the powers given under the DDA. Similarly, officers are generally insufficiently supported across all forces, with only 15.8% of officers not knowing about available guidance and support. Officers lack in confidence when identifying a dangerous dog, over 52.7% exhibited uncertainty in their decisions, and this is evidenced when considering that only 10.5% of officers were able to correctly select the banned breeds.
[bookmark: _Toc176543681]5.3.2 Inadequate training opportunities
Almost all police officers surveyed felt that the current training offering on dangerous dogs was inadequate, and insufficient for their needs. Consistently, research showed that lack of scenario-based training, and readily available guidance and information on dealing with dogs was missing for officers, particularly when reflecting on recent incidents. Only 15.8% of officers felt that there was adequate provision of support and training to help them effectively police dogs. Similarly, 20% of officers reflecting on previous incidents felt they were prepared to deal with the incident. A respondent stated that only as a result of having first-hand experience did they come to know that “dog handlers have an instrument that can be used to sedate the dogs”, further supporting that officers are not receiving sufficient training.
[bookmark: _Toc176543682]5.3.3 A mix of nature and nurture encourages prevalence of dangerous dogs
Consensus remains that a mix of nature and nurture is responsible for the behaviour of a dog – across all respondents, 40% agreed that a mix of both is most influential. However, results were fairly split across nature and nurture alone – 26.7% the former, 33.3% the latter. Of the 10 officers that reflected on their experiences with 60% stating the owner did play a role in the events of the incident, it is possible to argue that this is in favour of arguing that a dog’s misbehaviour is a result of the owner’s nurture. Further evidenced by 63.2% of all 19 respondents stating that the owner is responsible and influential in someway to the behaviour of dangerous dogs. It’s possible to surmise that regardless of previous experiences, generally officers’ belief towards dangerous dogs is that the owner is responsible in some way.
[bookmark: _Toc176543684]5.4 Limitations
While this research should provide valuable insight, the biggest drawback is the sample size achieved, this is likely due to the sampling method chosen to meet resource constrains. The survey had 19 respondents, and whilst respondents are varied ages and years of experience, there is a very prominent risk to generalisability and representativeness of findings that should be considered in interpretating findings.
Furthermore, research methods were chosen to meet time and budget constraints, meaning quality and depth of data may vary, due to the lack of additional probing. In addition, the survey did not cover topics in-depth, due to a trade-off between data quality and respondent burden. Whilst non-completion was non-existent, there is a need for further research in this area to cover this issue in more depth.
[bookmark: _Toc176543685]5.5 Future Research
While touched upon in this project, further research should be conducted to explore this further, with key gaps such as evaluating whether previous convictions of dog owners are a predictor for dangerous dog or dog attack incidents, or not. This could lead to evaluating and testing further measures, such as pre-emptive restriction or barring of owning dogs, of any breed.
[bookmark: _Toc176543686]5.6 Conclusion
This research successfully achieved its objectives and answered the research question as to whether police officers are equipped to deal with dangerous dogs. 
This dissertation has summarised and brought together previous academic research and this new research. It has worked through the rationale and justification for the research, compiling academic literature and media articles to understand the context of policing dangerous dogs, and outlining a potential gap to be fulfilled. This led to the assessment of research methods to identify a suitable approach, which guided an analysis approach. The data collection, analysis and findings were then presented as part of this dissertation, to inform recommendations and next steps for further research.
To conclude, the research findings were consistent with those identified in the literature review, that the current training provision and support is inadequate. Critically, the research was successful in identifying useful insight and feedback to inform recommendations for more useful and required training and guidance, suggested by police officers, informed by their lived experiences of policing dangerous dogs.  

