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This supporting paper will give an overview of the group seminar and will discuss key points of the Serious Case Review (SCR) number 2022/C936, this SCR took place between 2017-2022. A Series Case Review is conducted by local safeguarding children boards (GOV.UK, 2014) and is designed to systematically review and investigate the way that the professionals carried out their work and reflect on what improvements recommendations need to be applied in the future, a SCR is carried out when a child dies or is seriously harmed (SCIE, 2019). 
This SCR investigates neglect and generational sexual abuse by adult male Paul towards his female siblings Rosa and Anya, niece Lena and infant daughter Whitney. This paper will examine background surrounding the family, multiagency intervention and the policies and legislations followed by the professionals. This SCR took place in England which is part of the United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child (UNRCR), this outlines children’s rights and aims to protect children, give them equal opportunities, and make sure their voices are heard (James, 2007). 
In 2017 was the first point of contact was from a schoolteacher to children’s services about Anya and Rosa’s harmful sexual behaviour, described by McKibbin (2017) as inappropriate or abusive tendencies to each other and other children. After the social workers initial assessment, it was concluded no further action deemed necessary. Munro (1999) stresses that any time a child identifies as sexually harmful or discloses sexual abuse, this should be referred to the police and the child sent for medical examinations, regardless of the professional’s own intuitions and beliefs, Lovett (2004) agrees with this and adds counselling and therapy should be offered at this point to the child. 
It was not known by the social services that there had been a history of previous concerns of sexual harm, according to page 30 there had been hospital admissions and doctor visits by Paul and siblings, this information was not disclosed due to the way historical data, which had not been updated within the new electronic systems, Britain (2010) indicates that system errors like this are caused by poor management, lack of staff training and unsuccessful recruitment drives. 
As a result of historical records not being investigated, the children were removed from their family homes, and placed into Pauls mothers care, who at the time of this SCR being published was under investigation for carrying out her own abuse on Paul and siblings. Paul’s mother being abusive was another policy failure as although legal procedures were followed (Wald, 2015), when one of the children exposed Pauls mother during a police interview, their social worker was not present, which Wilson and Powell (2012) claim as a result their case may not be adequately presented in court. 
Another vital piece of information not communicated within the multiagency, was the police findings of child pornography on Paul’s phone, these images were later found to be of Whitney his daughter, without this evidence presented through good working channels, Paul was granted bail under The bail act of 1976, releasing him into the community where he tried to again contact children (Welsh, 2003).
Reports from unknown outside family members and Whitney’s paternal grandmother to social services about the children living in neglectful circumstances, alongside health visitor concerns, such as a chaotic household with alcohol misuse, adults with learning difficulties which are described as an individual who does not have the capacity to obtain information and carry out everyday tasks (James, 2010) with inadequate support and filthy conditions. Dumas et al (2005) believes children growing up in chaos will have a detrimental affect on their development and social skills. 
The trauma the children were exposed to could be seen as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s). Ports et al (2020) defines ACE’s as traumatic events that take place between the ages of 0-18 years and cause major mental and physical health problems in later life, such as addictions, abusive tendencies and not being able to form social relationships. Anya and Rosa are already displaying signs of selective mutism and sexually harming other children and self-mutilation (Warner, 2009). Searing (2017) expands this is commonly seen in sexual abuse victims as they feel ashamed of their bodies. 
The children also presented barriers of communication with the professionals throughout the entire SCR, this could be seen within health professional visits such as with the social worker. Holmes (2014) believes the attachment theory could be used ro explain the childrens behaviour of refusing to talk to their workers. The theory views the children may have viewed the professionals as trying to damage the bonds with their caregivers, while Miller (2015) instigates they may have been stuck in dysfunctional patterns as they have low self esteem and feeling they aren’t being abused or even deserve help.
Pauls abusive behaviour could be classed as generational abuse, which Honour (2012) explains that statistically abused children are four times more likely to go on to be abusers, when they do not receive the correct care and support. Also known as ‘Adult revictimization’ (Brayford, Cowe and Deering, 2013).
Elliot (2022) promotes ideal support in the form of talking counselling and therapy for children in these situations within play or drama therapy, in a more relaxed environment, Vanfleet, Sywulak and Sniscak (2010) in the ideal setting the child feels more comfortable talking to the therapist. 
Throughout the SCR many of the UNCRC’s policies were violated, an example of this is the right for the child to be heard was violated by the adults refusing to learn sign language, which was Anya and Rosa’s main form of communication (Alderson, 2008). When they were removed from school to be home-schooled when the parents/caregivers themselves had learning difficulties and lacked mental capacity. The adults learning disabilities in this situation were detrimental to the children’s development as they refused all outside help and support (Proctor and Azar, 2012), while Hodgkin, Newell and UNICEF (2007) support the belief that removing their opportunity for education also condemned their right for equality. 
The SCR closes with the information that the children are now reunited under the care of an unknown family member, which Shore and Conte (2016) promote is a very good outcome to help redevelop emotional bonds and support one and other through their trauma. At the time this SCR was published it is not disclosed whether Paul was convicted of the charges against him, although it is evident that many aspects of communication between multiagency is needed to make improvements for future cases (Gasper, 2010).
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