What should we do?
Based on your understanding of the presentation, and your reading from the recommended list, what do you think Wales should do? Select what you think are five important “factors” that you think represent the impacts Wales has on the well-being of the rest of the world. Discuss what you think we do now and what we should do in the future to have better overall well-being outcomes for Wales and the world. Remember to link your discussion in with information from the lecture and from your recommended reading list!
	Factor
	What do we do now?
	What should we do?

	Sustainable development goals
	Wales currently has sustainable development goals as part of legislature at the heart of the government. 
	I think this could be developed further as although the goals are within legislature, there are still issues the government have the power to act on, such as tackling plastic pollution (see link below), which they are currently not. The government should act on every possible factor if they have the power rather than sitting back until the problem has gone too far. 
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/plastic-pollution-wales/

	Future Generations Act Wales (2015)
	The act aims to improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales by working together, looking at the long term as well as focusing on current issues, and taking action on issues before they become a problem or get worse. 
	Wales needs to push harder to make these aims a reality. The act states we want to tackle issues before they become problems, for example sustainable drainage in Wales (SuDs – see link below), but this is still in the process of being introduced two years after the act was first introduced. I understand there are a lot of processes to go through in introducing something like this but it seems to be going against the goal of stopping issues before they get worse. 
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentc
ountryside/epq/flooding/drainage/
?lang=en


	Recycling waste
	The percentage of local authority municipal or general waste that was reused, recycled or composted in Wales has continued to increase since 2000-01 and as of last year 20 of the 22 local authorities met or exceeded the statutory reuse/recycle/compost rate of 58%. 
	Wales needs to keep encouraging recycling within local authorities and aim for all 22 to reach the statutory target. Once all LA’s are reusing/recycling/composting at this level, we need to increase the statutory requirements to higher than 58%.
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en

	Air pollution
	Although there are air quality regulations in place in Wales, it was recently found that illegally high levels of air pollution were present across Wales, contributing negatively to both the environment and public health. It is expected Wales will reach its air pollution targets of 2010 ten years late in 2020. 
	Following the EU referendum and Brexit, Wales should at least commit to keeping the existing European standards for air pollution in Wales and continue working towards reaching these levels. Wales needs to encourage its citizens to act in a responsible way to reduce air pollution through schemes and education from a young age through to adult life. Large businesses and workplaces could offer rewards for car sharing or the use of public transport or electric powered vehicles to encourage employees to travel more responsibly. http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/illegal-levels-air-pollution-been-11826425

	Educating future generations
	Wales currently educates its learners through embedding Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) within the curriculum across Key stage 1-3 and the participation in events such as Fair-Trade fortnight and schemes including Eco Schools. 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]From my personal experience on placement in schools, the general exploration of ESDGC within the primary school is often just a token addition to lessons rather than fully taking advantage of the theme in learning. To develop the education of future learners for a sustainable Wales, there should be more requirements for the teaching of ESDGC, possibly as an independent subject or at least with minimum requirements for all schools to reach. 



