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[bookmark: _Toc198230358]Introduction:
As a trainee HSE (Health and safety officer) it is important to build an understanding of the laws and regulations that surround the construction process. This report aims to inform on relevant laws and regulations and to show how they are applicable to the project on kings road. The project consists of a 4-6 story 104 1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartment complex and will host 93 parking spaces in the basement. (Richard Youle 2023)



[bookmark: _Toc198230359]Building safety act 2022:
On the 14th of June 2017 a fire began in flat 16 on the 4th floor of Grenfell tower. The fire is believed to have been started by a malfunctioning fridge freezer catching alight sending the kitchen into a blaze. (1. the Visual Journalism team BBC 2019) These flames then spread through the windows framing and out to the exterior of the building where the external cladding made from aluminium bonded to a plastic core were a key to the spread of the fire. (2. Luke Bisby 2022) the fire consumed the majority of the building resulting in the death of 72 people causing major uproar surrounding building safety regulations. This triggered the government to step in with Judith Hackitts’ Independent Review of the Building Regulations and Fire Safety. (3. Judith Hackitt  2018)(4. RICS 2024) It is on these events that the Building safety act 2022 was created, this section of my report aims to inform on how this act will affect this project. 
The building safety act defines a high risk building as a building that either; contains 2 or more residential units, a care home, or a hospital. (5. Legislation.gov 2023) The first issue the building safety act aims to deal with is the competence of peoples involved in the design, build, and maintenance of buildings that fall into the high risk classification. Persons involved in these practices must now be reviewed by a Building safety regulator (BSR) to become registered building control approvers (BRCA). (6.CIOB 2024) the Health and safety officer (HSE) is to be made the BSR and to act according to the obligations stated in the building safety act 2022. (7. Simon Lewis 2022) The act also states that there is also a duty in place for the persons who appoint them to ensure they meet the necessary requirements. The building safety act 2022 overwrites the Building act 1984, in this case it creates power for the secretary of state. This change makes failure to comply with these regulations a criminal offence. (8. gov.uk 2022)
One of the modern building practices enforced in this act is the requirement to keep up-to-date digital records of the building throughout all construction phases and lifecycle. This requires residential buildings to implement systems that ensure designs, other materials and safety management data is appropriately stored and accessible to the client and regulator. (9. gov.uk 2024) also introduced is the 3 gateways planning, pre construction, post construction. These gateways create a system where regulatory checks need to be completed before the phases are to commence. (gov.uk 2023) The act has given surrounding residents a voice by introducing a system where they are alerted to safety measures and given a complaint system for high risk buildings. (gov.uk A 2022)
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[bookmark: _Toc198230361]Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974:
Section 2 of this act states that all employers have the duty of ensuring within reasonable practice that health safety and welfare needs of all employees are met. (gov.uk 1974) Where the client is not the direct employer of people working for the main contractor under this act the client has a responsibility to ensure that duty holders and resources involved in this project meet these needs. (HSE 2015) once the construction phase of the project is completed there is a responsibility for the owner of the building to ensure that any works being conducted on the sight are to be “safe and without risks to health”. (gov.uk A 1974)
HSE enforce this act with the use of regulators and failure to comply with any applicable clauses will result in improvement or prohibition notices. Faliure to comply following these notices will result in fines or prosecution depending on the severity of the case. (HSE 2015) 
[bookmark: _Toc198230362]The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005:
Section 8 of this act states that the client must ensure there are responsible persons that ensure safety of employees and relevant persons by taking the required fire precautions. (gov.uk 2015) Section 9 of this act requires the client to ensure there are sufficient risk assessments for fire related hazards and risks. (gov.uk A 2005) The act defines hazards with reference to building regulations 2010 schedule 1( gov.uk 2010) that details in depth the requirements for a risk assessment.  Section 14 requires the client to ensure that the safety of relevant persons and that sufficient fire doors and escape routes are in place and not obstructed during any of the project phases.  (gov.uk B 2005) Section 15 states there must be information and instruction provided to all relevant persons to the project. (gov.uk C 2005) Section 17 mandates that the client ensures that all fire safety equipment including sprinklers and fire extinguishers is routinely maintained and in working order. (gov.uk D 2005) 


[bookmark: _Toc198230363]Approved Document B (Fire Safety) – Building Regulations:
Section 1 states that fire detection and alarm systems must meet minimum standards, be an intertwined system throughout the building, and be connected to mains electricity with a backup power source. As the building includes rooms above 4.5 metres above ground level the building must be designed to section 3. Section 3 states that the building is required to include a fire resistant stairway on all levels and that each room must have access to or hallway access to the stairway leading to a final exit.  With the building housing multiple residencies section 6 applies stating that each flat must use compartment walls and floors that contain the spread of fire for a minimum of 60 minutes. With the use of compartment walls section 7 applies stating that cavity barriers are required around all windows, doors and services to prevent the spread of hidden fire.  Section 15 states that access to water pumps is required reaching every point in the building with the pump being no more than 45 metres from each point and that there is suitable access. (gov.wales 2020) 
[bookmark: _Toc198230364]Work at Height Regulations 2005:
This project will include “work at height” that is defined as work in any place where if the regulations in this act are not followed that a person could fall at a height that will cause injury. (gov.uk E 2005) Section 4 of this act talks about adequate organisation and planning stating that employers must ensure that this work is planned, supervised and done as safe as practically possible. The planning must include plans for emergencies and rescue and that the work is done in appropriate weather conditions. ( gov.uk F 2005) Section 6 requires employers to ensure that where it is not necessary for work not to be carried out at height and that if necessary there are adequate measures in place to prevent a fall from height. (gov.uk G 2005) Section 7 states that the selection of equipment that will be used for work at height must be appropriate. This is based off the working conditions and the risks associated with the works taking place relevant to the specific height the works are being conducted at. (gov.uk H 2005) Section 8 states that means of protection (i.e. guard rails) are in place and compatible with the working platform. Where scaffolding is used nets or airbags must be used to prevent injury from falling. (gov.uk I 2005) schedule 3 of this act  outlines requirements in detail for scaffolding ensuring that they meet the minimum strength and stability requirements. (gov.uk J 2005) 
[bookmark: _Toc198230365]Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 2002:
Under this act for a substance to be considered as hazardous it means that the necessary features of construction elements used has potential to harm a persons health. (gov.uk 2002) Before any work proceeds with an element considered to be a hazardous element, the employer must ensure that suitable risk assessments consider the hazardous properties, level of exposure, control measures and the effects it has with other elements it may interact with. (gov.uk A 2002) section 7 states that the exposure of these elements must be prevented or controlled to reduce the harm they are capable of causing. The employer must consider weather there are other suitable elements that can be used in place of ones considered hazardous under this act. (gov.uk B 2002) section 8 of this act outlines the use of control measures with emphasis on the proper use of control measures and personal protection equipment (PPE) (gov.uk C 2002) section 12 of this act states that all workers involved with the use of these elements must be properly informed, trained in its use, and given access to safety data sheets. (gov.uk D 2002)
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Work equipment is defined in this act as any equipment that a person may use while conducting works while under the employers supervision. (gov.uk 1998) section 4 of this act states that equipment is required to be appropriate for its intended use and safe for the working environment it is being used in. (gov.uk A 1998) regulation 5 states that all works equipment must be in an efficient state, working order and good repair with the use of maintenance logs to prove these actions are undertaken. (gov.uk B 1998) section 6 refers to where equipment is installed giving responsibility to ensure that it inspected after instillation for any deterioration especially in the case of any exceptional events, again a log of this must be kept.  (gov.uk C 1998) section 7 states that all equipment used must meet the EU standards and have a CE marking to ensure they are safe for use. (gov.uk D 1998) 
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Client responsibilities: 
Section 4 of this act outlines the responsibilities that fall onto the client in a construction project. As a client there is a responsibility to ensure that the appropriate persons are allocated their roles as soon as possible and in writing. Once appointed their roles they must make sufficient materials including management arrangements, describing how they will plan and carry out work in a safe manner. The client must ensure that these persons are fit for the role and competent. The client needs to provide adequate site information to designers and contractors so that they are aware of any previous surveys and known hazards on the site. The client must take all reasonable steps to ensure that designers and contractors carry out their relevant responsibilities under CDM regulations. The client must ensure that the designer prepares adequate health and safety file for handover on project completion. (gov.uk 2015) 

Part of this act is the F10 form (notification of construction)  which is required to be submitted to HSE if the construction work plans to last longer than 30 working days and employ 20 or more persons at any same phase of the project. This is reasonable to assume with the scale of a project with 104 flats. (gov.uk A 2015) 
Main contractor responsibilities:
The main contractor is responsible for completing a detailed plan outlining the site rules, risks, and emergency procedures. (gov.uk B 2015)  The main contractor must ensure that anyone in their employment carry out work in a safe manor. (gov.uk C 2015)  The main contractor must take reasonable steps to ensure that no unauthorized people are on site and that it is secure. (gov.uk D 2015) the main contractor must regularly engage with workers involving them with relevant safety discussions. (gov.uk E 2015)  The main contractor must provide adequate toilets, washing, and rest areas that must be maintained properly. (gov.uk F 2015)
Workers responsibilities: 
Workers have the responsibility to comply with all instructions given by employers, attend induction and work in accordance to their provided training. (gov.uk G 2015)  Workers must report any hazards or unsafe conditions as they appear, to the main contractor. (gov.uk H 2015)  Workers must work with other team members to ensure that CDM and other regulations are being followed. (gov.uk I 2015) Workers must use the relevant PPE for the works they are conducting. (gov.uk J 2015)
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	Activity to be Assessed: Slips and trips
	Assessment Number

	
	DKW020616

	Persons undertaking or affected by the activity

	

	
	1. 
	Employees
	
	Contractor
	
	Public
	
	Pupil
	
	Service User

	

	
	
	Other …………………………………………………………………………………………….

	Identified Hazards and Associated Risks
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Level

	1
	Poor weather conditions: Risk of slipping
	3
	3
	medium

	2
	Unattended items: risk of tripping
	4
	3
	medium

	3
	Fall from height: Major injury or fatality
	3
	5
	high

	4
	Incorrect use of PPE: Increased severity of injury
	4
	4
	high

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	Control Measures Required

	1
	Plan for works to be conducted in the correct weather conditions. 

	2
	Ensure all tools and materials are secured and off the floor where practicable. 

	3
	Complete all work at ground level or on a secure platform.

	4
	Anyone on site must wear the minimum PPE: hard hats, gloves, goggles, high visibility clothing, and steel toe cap shoes. And workers must use the relevant PPE for the task they are conducting i.e. welder mask and gloves where welding is taking place. 

	5
	Extra safety precautions must be put in place while working at height to ensure that persons involved do not slip or trip causing a fall. 

	6
	

	Reassessment of Activity Hazards 
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Level

	1
	Poor weather conditions: Risk of slipping
	1
	3
	medium

	2
	Unattended items: risk of tripping
	2
	3
	medium

	3
	Fall from height: Major injury or fatality
	2
	5
	high

	4
	Incorrect use of PPE: Increased severity of injury
	1
	4
	high

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	Name: Micheal sutton
Position:  Senior Health and safety officer
	Signed: MRSUTTON


	   Date of Completion: 15/05/2025

	Reviews
	Key
	

	Review Date: 
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Severity of Injury
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	Reviewed by: 
	1   very unlikely
2   unlikely
3   likely
4   very likely
5   certainty
	1   nuisance
2   minor
3   medical treatment
4   major
5   fatal
	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	Review Date :
	
	
	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	Reviewed by:
	
	
	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	Review Date :
	
	
	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reviewed by:
	
	
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Review Date :
	
	
	
	Likelihood of Injury

	Reviewed by:
	
	
	
	Low Risk
	
	Medium Risk
	
	High Risk
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