Analyse the relationship between Macedonia and its northern Neighbours in the 4th BCE

The 4th century saw the rise to power of Macedon which culminated in the rules of Philip and Alexander who died in 323 BC[footnoteRef:1] Ancient Macedonia was located in the north of the Greek peninsular and was surrounded by many neighbours. These neighbours can be split into the ‘southern neighbours’ which were the ‘Greek’ neighbours of Thessaly and Epirus and the ‘northern neighbours’ which were considered Barbarians, these were the Thracians, the Illyrians and the Chalcidian league which led by the city of Olynthus, this essay shall examine the relationship between Macedonia and these northern neighbours in the 4th century BC. This essay will analyse each of Macedonia’s northern neighbours separately and compare the relationship of Macedon to them to attempt to analyse the foreign policy of Macedon and if there is a coherent strategy taken by Macedon in relation to their northern neighbours. Each section shall be analysed chronologically to demonstrate any changes which we see in Macedon’s relationship with its northern neighbours and to allow for an easier comparison between the neighbours.  [1:  Ernst 2006] 

The first peoples which this essay will analyse are the Illyrians. Illyria was situated to the north west of Macedonia on the coast. The Illyrians were not a unified state and was instead a collection of tribes which are referred to by the Greeks as Illyrians though it is doubtful that they applied this lable to themselves.[footnoteRef:2] This is problematic when looking at the relationship of Philip to the Illyrians as the Greek sources are usually vague and do not specifiy which Illyrians they are referring to, however most of the references to the Illyrians mention that they were under a king Bardylis suggesting that the Macedonians are only fighting one Illyrian tribe which the identity of remains unclear.[footnoteRef:3] The Illyrians feature very little in the surviving written record prior to the 4th century BC and one of the earliest mentions of the Illyrian people is in 393/92 BC when Diodorus records that the Illyrians drove the Macedonian king Amyntas from his throne.[footnoteRef:4] This makes it clear that at the start of the 4th century the Illyrians were very hostile to the Macedonians. Although Amyntas recovered his throne Diodorus reports that the Illyrians carried out a similar invasion again displacing Amyntas 10 years later.[footnoteRef:5] The similarities of these two invasions has lead many scholars such as Rhodes, to doubt that the same event happened twice instead claiming that this account is a doublet and that Diodorus has copied to same event down in two separate places.[footnoteRef:6] However Wilkes argues that although this could be a doublet, it is not out of the question that this event could have taken place twice as the Illyrians often attacked the same place twice, a few years after a successful invasion.[footnoteRef:7] If this account is not a doublet then we can conclude that the nature of the relationship between Macedonia and the Illyrians at the time of Amyntas III was very hostile and relations between them appear to have been primarily military. During the reign of Amyntas III the Illyrians appear to have been quickly gaining power with potential support from Dionysius of Syracuse against the Molossians in Epirus leading to a significant increase in Illyrian power.[footnoteRef:8] [2:  Borza 1990: 181]  [3:  Borza 1990: 181]  [4:  Diod 14.92]  [5:  Diod 15.19]  [6:  Rhodes 2010: 26]  [7:  Wilkes 1992: 118]  [8:  Wilkes 1992: 118] 

After the death of Amyntas his eldest Son Alexander took over and is thought to have paid the Illyrians to cease raiding his land.[footnoteRef:9] However his reign was short and hostilities between the Illyrians and Macedonians appears to have continued under the reign of Perdiccas who was killed in battle against the Illyrians.[footnoteRef:10] It can be seen that prior to the reign of Philip the relationship with the Illyrians was a very hostile one with Macedonia constantly defending against Illyrian raids and invasions.  [9:  Wilkes 1992: 118]  [10:  Diod 16.2.4] 

Philip II took a more offensive approach to Illyria and went on the offensive, eventually defeating the Illyrians in a large battle.[footnoteRef:11] Although this shows a still hostile relationship between the Macedonians and the Illyrians the Macedonians under Philip are no longer on the defensive, constantly losing wars or paying tribute as had been the case under the previous Macedonian rulers and eventually after another battle Philip made Illyrians into a client state[footnoteRef:12]. Philips policy against the Illyrians was also far more diplomatic than that of his predecessors and we know that he married an Illyrian Princess Audata however the date of this wedding is unknown and the exact details of the arrangement are uncertain, though it can be assumed that this was a diplomatic marriage and therefore involved at least a short period of peace.[footnoteRef:13] This shows that Philip is adopting a more diplomatic approach than his predecessors and is developing a far more complex foreign policy. We can see that Philip is using a combination of military force and Diplomatic arrangements to expand his power and his relationship with the Illyrians is one where the Macedonians are far more dominant than at any previous time in the 4th century BC.  [11:  Diod 16.4]  [12:  Wilkes 1992: 121]  [13:  King 2018: 72] 

By the end of Philips reign the Illyrians appear to have been subdued however when Philip died the Illyrians began to rebel with the Illyrian king Cleitus attempting an invasion of Macedonia which Alexander out down.[footnoteRef:14]  Alexander show of military force ensured that the Illyrians now remained loyal and affirmed the dominance which had been established over them by Philip II of Macedon. [14:  Arrian Anab 1.5] 

To sum up the Illyrians were aggressive neighbours of Macedon and at the start of the 4th century BC carried out many invasions and raids into Macedon, forcing some kings such as Alexander II to pay tribute to them. However under Philip, via a combination of diplomacy and military activities, Macedonia established dominance over the Illyrians and this was reaffirmed by Alexander after Philips death.
The next peoples which this essay shall analyse are the Chalcidians. The Chalcidids were a group of peninsulars just to the west of Macedon. In the Chalcidids a league was formed, known as the Chalcidian league, and this league was centred on the city of Olynthus.
At the start of the 4th century under Amyntas, Macedon’s relationship with Olynthus appear to have been notionally peaceful however the power of Olynthus put significant pressure on Macedonia. This pressure forced Amyntas to agree a treaty with Olynthus and the Chalcidian league, this treaty has been argued to be very favourable to the Chalcidians, giving them freedom to trade Timber and preventing Macedonia from allying with any of the enemies of Olynthus such as the city of Acanthus.[footnoteRef:15]  This shows a notably different policy under Amyntas in comparison to his militaristic policy against Illyria, this treaty as well as other agreements show a desperation of Amyntas to avoid war with the Chalcidian league and his diplomatic approach to this is likely due to the pressure of the Illyrians on the west of Macedonia, increasing the need for an Alliance with Olynthus. Xenophon reports that envoys from the cities of Acragas and Apollonia in the Chalcidids appealed to Sparta for help against Olynthus who had taken over much of Macedonia, including the city of Pella.[footnoteRef:16] It is unclear how Olynthus got this land however there is no evidence of Olynthus and Amyntas being at war and Diodorus does record that Amyntas gifted some of his land to the Olynthians when he fled his kingdom,[footnoteRef:17] it is a possibility that Olynthus used this then took extra when Amyntas fled or that Amyntas gifted them land up to Pella. After Amyntas regains his power Diodorus records that the Olynthians were unwilling to return the Macedonian cities that Amyntas ceded to them and this led to a war between Macedonia and Olynthus.[footnoteRef:18] This shows a change in policy from Amyntas as a result of his western border being more secure, Amyntas is now in a position to take military actions against Olynthus showing a much more hostile policy when he is able to and free from western pressure. [15:  Borza 1990: 182]  [16:  Xen Hell 5.2.11-3.26]  [17:  Diod 14.92.3]  [18:  Diod 15.19.3] 

There is little mention of the Chalcidids and their relation to Macedon under the rule of Alexander II and Perdiccas III however we do know that at some point the Chalcidic league was re-established and was a significant power again, Athens was at war with Olynthus in the 360s and Perdiccas is reported to have assisted Athens suggesting a more passive role as though he is not the main participant in the role he is also at this stage trying to reduce the power of the Olynthians.[footnoteRef:19] This suggests some hostility between Macedon and Olynthus however due to pressure from the Illyrians this was in the form of support for Athens as opposed to direct war against the Olynthians. [19:  Roisman 2010: 164] 

During the reign of Philip, we see that Philip originally made an agreement with the Olynthians which involved him gifting them the city of Potidea after capturing it from Athens as well as the territory of Anthemouse.[footnoteRef:20] This suggests that in this case Philip in continuing the policy of his predecessors as, the Illyrians are putting pressure on Macedon from the west therefore he attempted to pacify any Olynthian threat by disadvantageous treatise and the gifting of land. However, like with Amyntas, these generous gifts of land did not last and Philip ended up at war with Olynthus and the Chalcidian League. The reasons for the war are heavily debated with Zahrnt claiming that it was because of an agreement between Olynthians which went against the treaty which Philip had agreed with them,[footnoteRef:21] and others such as Muller emphasis an account in Justin that it was to do with two brothers of Philip who had been sheltering in Olynthus.[footnoteRef:22] Whatever the reason for the start of the war it is clear that Philip is following a similar policy to that of Amyntas and once the Illyrians were subdued he could turn his attention to the Chalcidids to the east. In 348 Philip razed the city of Olynthus and permanently disbanded the Chalcidian league.  [20:  Zahrnt 2006]  [21:  Zahrnt 2006]  [22:  Muller 2010: 173] 

Due to the destruction of Olynthus, the Chalcidids were fully subjugated by Philip as is shown by the fact that on the death of Philip and the succession of Alexander, there were no recorded rebellions in this region.
The policy in regard to Olynthus and the Chalcidice, throughout the 4th century was aggressive with wars fought between the two often, however the key difference between Macedonian policy towards Illyria and the Chalcidice was that when pressured from the west, the Macedonians would use diplomacy to nullify the threat from the Chalcidice and these deals would seem very favourable to the Chalcidian league however once the pressure from the Illyrians in the west lessened the Macedonians would adopt a militaristic strategy to regain what had been given in diplomatic deals.
There are other northern neighbours whom Macedon interacted with in the 4th century BC such as the Odrysians, who were experiencing something of a revival under the ruler Kotys, with Athenian support.[footnoteRef:23] As well as the Thracians and the Paeonians. Due to a limited mention in the sources it is difficult to discern much about the nature of the Macedonian relationship with these peoples in the 4th century BC until their conquests by Philip. However from the limited sources we have it is possible to discern that the relations with these peoples was also rather hostile in the 4th century BC. [23:  Borza 1990: 183] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion Macedon’s relationship with the ‘northern neighbours’ was a hostile one and Macedon, for much of the 4th century, unsuccessfully adopted a militaristic approach, particularly towards Illyria. However when necessary Macedon would establish temporary diplomatic arrangements with the ‘northern neighbours’ such as with gifts of land to Olynthus and the wedding of Philip to the Illyrian princess, however these uses of diplomacy were always temporary and, when the time was more beneficial Macedon reverted to a militaristic approach towards its neighbours. By Analysing both the policy towards Illyria and that towards the Chalcidice it can be shown how the policy changes due to other factors such as how the policy regarding Olynthus changes when Macedon is focusing on dealing with the Illyrians in the east.
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