Speech and Rhetoric – Part 1

To the jury is ask that they look favourably upon me, for as men of Athens we are kin. My family and Athens suffer for this case falsely bought against me. The family of Athenodoros take an important role within Athens, such as this year’s celebration of the Great Dionysia. We are charged with providing payment for Mikon’s play, however such a charge has prevented its continuation. We must pay money for the provision of the choregia and accompanying expenses, but this case has prevented us from doing so. We now are forced to owe money, through no fault of our own. Athens suffers if we are unable to pay, and this is all that stands in our way.  Furthermore, my own family suffers. This false accusation has caused much grief and strife, having had a severe impact on our finances. The involvement of our freedman has slowed the running of our workshops, and who wishes to take out a loan from a man accused of murder however falsely? I ask you to listen and hear the truth that these accusations are false, that I am innocent, and that they cause injury to our family, and as such are a blight upon Athens also.  





















Speech and Rhetoric – Part 2

Rhetorical devices in classical Athens were used during speeches to emphasis the speakers point and case. One example of a rhetorical device common in Athenian speeches is addressing the Jury. This can be seen in “I should be only too pleased, sirs, to have you so disposed towards me in judging this case as you should be to yourselves”[footnoteRef:1] and “for you are my kin”[footnoteRef:2]. It forces a comparison between the man giving the speech and the jury, encouraging empathy in the listener for the speaker, by highlighting their similarities, and in the case of Lysias 1, encouraging them to put themselves in his position, and how they would like to be treated. I have used this in my speech to encourage the jury to consider how they would feel had they been falsely accused of murder. Another rhetorical device used is to tell the jury what to decide. This can be seen in “… and that not one of you is so easy going as to think it right that men who are guilty of such acts should obtain pardon”[footnoteRef:3], where the speaker tells the jury to find the wife guilty. This encourages the jury to think from the perspective of the speaker, and I have therefore included this device in my speech, to emphasise that we are innocent. In addition, I ask the jury to ‘look favourably upon me’, a device that can be seen in “you will be well advised, men of Athens, to grant me your attention, and give a favourable hearing to what I have to say”[footnoteRef:4]. This encourages the jury to decide in support of me. Overall, the devices used in classical speeches aim to encourage the jury to empathise with the speaker, and to inspire them to decide in their favour.  [1:  Lysias 1.1]  [2:  Antiphon 1.4]  [3:  Lysias 1.3]  [4:  Demosthenes 23.4] 
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