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Describe how Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) in literacy impact on learning and achievement.
Specific Learning difficulties (SpLD's) refer to those who have difficulties in specific areas of learning. There are a wide range of different difficulties from dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, ADHD etc which affect the way the child can process and understand information. These can significantly impact the child displaying mild, moderate and severe effects on the ability to learn, retain information, concentrate and understand tasks. It doesn’t necessarily mean that an individual experiencing SpLD's cannot achieve the level of his/her peers, it simply means that the child may need extra time and support to process the information in order to complete the tasks set. SpLD's can often be misinterpreted as severe learning difficulties. Unlike someone with severe learning difficulties who present global learning difficulties in all areas of the curriculum those with SpLD's experience difficulties in one or two areas of learning. Within this assignment I aim to discuss Dyslexia and the negative affects it has on a child's ability to carry out literacy tasks.
Not every disability is visible. The medical term 'dyslexia' represents those individuals who experience difficulties with reading, writing, spelling and understanding all aspects of their spoken language. It can present itself in all different walks of life from different race, gender, varied lifestyles and abilities. It is vital to take into account that no two dyslexic individuals will present the same characteristics, strengths and weaknesses and not every child will display all these stereotypical symptoms. Some find it difficult to process information, follow instructions and be able to retain information where as others may have difficulties with organizing, sequencing, movement and co-ordination. Statistics show that SpLD's can be genetically past on. The British Dyslexia Association (BDA) quotes it affects 'around 10% of the population, 4% severely'. This shows that a large amount of people experience difficulties in day to day cognitive functions.
Dyslexia is extremely difficult to diagnose. It is acknowledged by the BDA that 'it may be difficult to diagnose, to determine impact and to accommodate'. This suggests that not all children will successfully receive the tests and diagnosis they need to obtain the sufficient support to reach their full potential. The most common way of identifying SpLD's is by observing the child through a series of tasks and day to day activities. Children are all expected to progress and develop like their peers of the same age. However, a child with SpLD's will often present a delay in their expected level of achievement. This can be more noticeable in some cases than others. 
 Literacy is one of the most common ways of identifying dyslexia and the areas of need for a specific child. Dyslexia can be recognised by simple spelling errors, displacement of letters and struggle in areas of listening, reading and writing tasks. However, there are high achieving individuals that suffer with dyslexia. This makes the diagnosis even more difficult as they have developed coping strategies to mask their condition. Some may not struggle with the writing element of learning but instead have difficulties in processing information and interoperating it in the correct context. 
Over the years dyslexia has become easier to identify. Research shows that a large percentage of parents are recognising their child's difficulties or differences during their early years. Dyslexic children often tend to be late developers therefore crawling, walking, talking often come at a later stage than those of the same age. Nowadays referrals for SpLD's can be requested by the parents as well as practitioners, teachers, health visitors, Education Psychologists. Specialists are trying to assess these individuals as early as possible as research suggests that the earlier they intervene and provide coping strategies, methods to enhance their learning the better the outcomes will be. Philomena, O (1997 P.14) refers to Miles and Miles (1990) who state, 'there is in our view, a good case for saying that it is a good medical matter in origin and an educational matter in its treatment'.
Over the past decade teachers have been educated how to identify these warning signs, recognise these typical dyslexic traits so pathways can be created to help support the individual both educationally, socially and emotionally. There are several online tests which can be used to gain an understanding of the areas of need for a child. By completing these tasks, the programme will then generate a clearer picture of what needs the child has for example speech and language, motor skills, co-ordination, phonological awareness etc.
Arkell, H states 'it is crucial to remember that a person with SpLD may also have many strengths which can sometimes outweigh the weaknesses'. This proves that by adapting your teaching methods to tailor the learner's ability, will have a positive impact on the individuals understanding and development. This will allow the individual to pursue areas of the curriculum he/she would not normally be able to access. Teacher's have a responsibility to explore a variety of teaching methods to identify what best suits the learners needs and facilitate these methods during their lessons. 
 The Welsh Government have released a Specific Learning Difficulties Framework guide which demonstrates three areas they recognise are vital in supporting SpLD's. Firstly, the school must ensure that they provide the correct level of support for each individual child. They are expected to identify, support and monitor each child with specific learning difficulties to enable them to learn to the best of their ability. Secondly, the learner is required to be involved in creating a development plan tailored to meet their specific needs both educationally and emotionally. Finally, they acknowledge that the practitioners should identify the areas of need, provide coping strategies and create alternative learning opportunities for example interventions and differentiated framework which will enhance progression.  At school A their ALN policy states 'building upon an inclusive curriculum there will be additional strategies to equip staff to be able to make a graduated response to the diverse learning needs of our pupils'. This indicates that the school provides training and support ensuring that the teaching staff can deliver the curriculum in accordance to the Individuals Education Plan. IEPs are created by the ALNco, the child and the parents to help set achievable targets, provide suitable teaching techniques to establish the best outcome for the learner. These are monitored at least twice in an academic year and amended where necessary to enhance progression. 
Behaviour is another indication which can often imply that a child is experiencing difficulties in school. It is likely for a teacher/ practitioner to overlook a child's symptoms with SpLD's and label them with behavioural issues or laziness however children with learning difficulties often work harder than their peers but unfortunately their difficulties stand in the way of achievement. Hall, W (2009 p.9) states 'it is not uncommon for children to show signs of frustration, isolation or withdrawal, depression, bullying behaviour'. Specific Learning Difficulties can have severe negative repercussions on how the brain functions. It can lead to irrational, unnecessary thoughts of self worth, low self-esteem, self harm, or other psychological issues for instance suicide. In many cases the child will provoke and encourage negative behaviour and undertake the role of the 'class clown' encouraging negative behaviour in and outside of school. The reasoning behind this behaviour is because he/she is confused, frustrated that they are expected to complete a task which they have difficulty processing and understanding. Failure to correctly diagnose these individuals can lead to them becoming disengaged in learning activities and loss of motivation and desire to achieve. Lawrence, D (2009 p.25) suggests 'their self-image is changed from perceiving themselves as children who can learn to children who fail'.
All children will work and progress at different stages. They may experience failure in some tasks but excel in other areas of the curriculum. Nowadays education is solely focussed towards numeracy and literacy which means for children with dyslexia or dyscalculia are more exposed to failure. Bennett, J (2006) states that 'negative self-belief adversely affects learning'. This will therefore hinder the child's performance and ability to complete a task that best reflects their ability. It is proven that the stress and anxiety they endure will worsen their symptoms making basic brain functions such as processing, retaining and co-ordination even more difficult. Schools not only have to provide educational support, but evidence shows that children with SpLD's require support emotionally to help overcome these learning barriers. Low self-esteem can often make them feel not worthy and incapable of completing specific tasks which then has a negative affect on their confidence. In secondary schools in particular children with these difficulties often become disengaged and refuse to participate in education. For those pupils in secondary schools they are exposed to the risk of becoming NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training). As a result, interventions are put in place to secure a pathway of learning specifically tailored to the individuals interests and strengths.  
To conclude it is apparent that teachers are expected to identify areas of need, implement positive change to their teaching and create a stable working environment for children with SpLD's. They need to motivate the individual through their teaching and help encourage the child to sustain concentration so that learning becomes more achievable. The school need to provide every child with equal opportunities meaning that those with dyslexia and other specific learning difficulties can remain in mainstream schools and are able to access a wide range of the curriculum alongside their peers. It is important that the teaching staff are trained to recognise these areas of need as early as possible so that their teaching methods can be adapted to help their learning. An Individual Education Plan should then be created to express the areas of difficulties such as, concentration, low working memory etc and targets are set to improve the learning abilities as well as help boost their confidence and self esteem.  
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