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	The writing of history is a subject that draws much in the way of academic engagement, with a variety of debates arising both with the content of the writing and in the writers themselves. Tacitus and his works are no different in this regard, and this piece intends to look into the truthfulness of Tacitus’ writing in Histories, alongside contemporary writings on the same subject, to gain a better understanding as to why the approach was taken and how style and model can be assessed in his writing of history. It shall look at the Year of The Four Emperors, AD 69, and how Tacitus writes of each of these men and how this image carries into what we know of the political and social climate of the time, especially alongside other ancient sources.





Notes:
Tacitus as a statesman, his history, lineage and circumstances: In introduction.
Post-Truth??
Audience of Tacitus?
Cassius Dio – Style? Different approach, writing a broad history. Dio not alive for the events of AD 69.
		Comparison of Tacitus writings and that of Dio writing of Commodus and later? – as was alive for the events and agendas and any bias can be concluded. 
		
Suetonius – 	Contradictions in portrayals from Twelve Caesars?
		Stylistic differences?

Is the model accurate that Tacitus is an effective intermediary of history and shows very limited, if any bias? – Comparison to Agricola and Annals, emphasis on the former due to relationship.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Modern debate on Tacitus? – Is his work accurate? Does it fit other evidence we have for the period? What contradicts him? Or who?
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