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Exhibitions evaluation 

When beginning this task I first considered viewing and researching other artists exhibitions. I looked into a recent painting exhibition for international women’s day in Biblio, Trafalgar St James Hotel. 3 artist who studied together in The Royal Academy Schools came together as a group to display work expressing and discussing women, their rights and their beauty. I found the situation of the exhibition to be similar to our collected showing, each artist gets a space but there has to be consideration as to what art will be displayed next to your own and how that flows and draws out. Although in the International Women’s day showcase the artwork displayed is varied and different, the feel and aura of the exhibition is collective and cohesive. That is something I had to consider while working on my own space and choosing what art of my own to display. This show was also relevant to me because all artists were displaying paintings and not sculptures, performance or interactive works. 

[image: ][image: ]Originally I had submitted this diagram for my initial idea as to what I was going to display and how it would be laid out. From the beginning of this task I had a firm idea as to what I wanted to show and how. This diagram was discussed in lectures and was agreed it was good and was reasonable, so I was happy to begin figuring out installation methods and spacing. Along with acquiring the correct framing and mounting materials. However, this layout was short lived and after beginning to instal I was told by sue that my greatest potential with my art was not being reached in this arrangement. 


I began installation and this is how it was looking before I was politely told to change it. Originally I was a tad disappointed and reluctant to the change for this is the layout I had always envisioned and submitted a plan for that was approved. However I listened to sue and began removing and deinstalling my work. I had to have patients and faith in the process and believe in the vision sue had described. I had to remove the 4 framed illustrations and the top row of the infrared tiny portraits. This was hard to do without damaging the work or the wall behind. I did pull parts of paint and plaster off the walls and had to re paste and re paint the wall, however this process was easy to learn and didn’t take much time. 

[image: ]This is how my work finally was arranged and exhibited. The work I decided to display was my miniature portrait series and a larger watercolor self portrait. These two bodies of work gel well together, they are both painted in watercolour and are self portraits. This well represents me as an artist for my work is about emotion and mental health. Feelings and sensations can be easily expressed and shown on the face so to depict myself in these emotive times works well for my art. The larger self portrait was originally unframed but felt more finished and complete with the frame so I decided to display it as such. With the series of miniature portraits, I displayed them in one row of 20 instead of my planned 2 rows of 10 stacked. This worked far better and drew the viewer along to my next work instead of confining it to a smaller space. It feels more impactful and professional. 

When considering the skills and lessons I’ve learnt during the process I must talk about installation. I have never installed my work before so I had lots to learn. When figuring out how to hang my frames I was inclined to hammer a nail into the wall and hang the frame by the provided bracket. However, I soon learned that this was unprofessional and poor practice. Instead I screwed fixings onto my frame and used an electric drill to attach it to the wall. This is unlike anything I have done before. When placing the mini portraits I glued the paper to small pieces of wood and then I used a strong museum grade double sided adhesive to attach that to the wall.

 Overall the installation was good and I learnt valuable skills to help me with future exhibitions. When the exhibition was complete and open to the public it was a feeling of joy and relief seeing every bodies work and art placed all over the university. It was a special experience and amazing to see all my peers and friends progression and thoughts with their artwork. It was a real show of expression and pride. 
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