JDRLD’S RELIGIONS

LABIA AT THE TIME

i MUHAMMAD

JR KNOWLEDGE of the life of the prophet
Muhammad is based primarily on Islamic
sources written at least a century after his death,

sighth- and ninth-century texts such as the Sirah

sraphy of the Prophet) and Quranic commentaries.
mad (‘the praised one’) was born around 570 CE

Hashim clan of the wealthy Quraysh tribe at

His father “Abd Allah died before he was born
mother Aminah died during his infancy. As an
he was only able to be a part of the tribal society

-0 the tutelage of his grandfather and later the

on of his well-respected uncle Abu Talib.

»rding to tradition, he worked in the caravan

\d, aged twenty-five, married his employer

h, a rich widow a few years his senior. They had

children but only four daughters survived their
At the age of forty, during one of his periods of
ion and retreat in a cave near Mecca, Muhammad

ision about his call to prophethood: ‘Recite in the

f your Lord who created, created man from a clot

1 (Qur. 96.1-2). At first frightened, he found

- and encouragement in his wife Khadijah who,

ng to tradition, became the first Muslim ‘convert’.

elations continued, mostly in the form of a voice

g verses which Muhammad memorized. The

e, at first powerful and apocalyptic, insisted on a

0 morality and on accountability for one’s own
as well as on the belief in one creator and just

lah ("the God’).

response of Meccan society and, in particular, of

-aysh tribe to such a message was hostile. Twelve

fter his first revelation, Muhammad had only

eventy devoted supporters coming mostly (like
imad himself) from the less powerful clans of the

h tribe, but also from the poor, the slaves, the

s and the younger members of rich families.

ejira and the Later Life of Muhammad

imad and his supporters were constantly

ited in Mecca, and the situation worsened when
king and protection of the Hashim clan was

awn in 619 with the death of its leader, Abu Talib.
amad’s wife Khadijah also died around this time;
arriage had been monogamous but, after her
Muhammad married several times, mostly for

Il reasons. After searching for possible places to

d spread the message, Muhammad opted for

1, an oasis cultivated mainly with date palms, 200
‘th of Mecca. Because of its agricultural basis,

» did not exclusively depend on Meccan-related
nd, because of the presence of Jewish tribes there,
have proven a fertile ground for Muhammad’s
aeistic message.

122, Muhammad sent his companions ahead, and
cca at night from the south, reaching Yathrib along
ous route. The Hejira or ‘emigration” to Yathrib,
mamed Medina (‘the city [of the prophet]”), marks
rinning of a more active phase of preaching. An
essful preacher in his own city, Muhammad now

e a respected military commander, as well as being
mized political and religious leader among several
Medina did indeed prove a more receptive ground
Prophet’s message, although it was not accepted
Jewish tribes (map 1). As the Muslim community
to define its identity, the direction of prayer (qiblah)
ianged from Jerusalem to Mecca and the obligatory
~age (hajf) was to be performed in Mecca. This

The Prophet’s footprint,
Topkapi Museum, Istanbul.
Popular piety expresses its
veneration of the Prophet
through the belicf that relics
associated with him transmit a
special blessing power
(barakah) fo those who touch
them. Several such relics are
found throughout the Muslim
world and include the Prophet’s
coat, his hairs and beard and
his footprint (qadam rasul).
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the place where Allah had first revealed his message to
him. After a series of battles and raids on Meccan
caravans, the treaty of Hudaybiyah (628) allowed
Muhammad and his supporters to enter Mecca and
perform the hajj there (map 2). His involvement in
warfare has been criticized by Christian commentators,
but there are several militant Biblical antecedents, such
as Moses. In Muhammad’s social and historical context,
raids were commonly used as a source of revenue and a
strategic tool to undermine Meccan trade.

At Mecca in 630, Muhammad ‘purified from the
idols’ the Ka’bah, devoted it to the worship of Allah and
excluded non-Muslims from entering the city. On the
last year of his life, the prophet performed the so-called
‘Farewell pilgrimage” delivering a touching address to
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Pilgrims during the hajj. Early
descriptions of the Prophet '
Muhammad emphasize the beauty.
of his thick beard. In emulation of
him, many pious Muslim men gro
a beard. The symbolism of hair is
present during the hajj rituals whi
both men and women pilgrims
trim a few of their hairs to mark
the beginning and the end of the
hajj proper.

all Muslims which emphasized the unity of their
community based on the concept of brotherhood in
faith. Following a brief illness, Muhammad died,
attended by his favourite wife “Aishah, in his home at
Medina in 632.

The Ummah and the Hajj
The new community of faith (wmmah) that Muhammac
had built was gradually defined, shaped and organize
Its constituent elements, however, were already preset
during the Medinan period of revelation: a form of
welfare system for the needy (zakat), dietary laws,
norms of family law emphasizing the nuclear rather
than tribal unit and, above all, a set of religious duties
enjoined by Allah. One of these duties, the haji had
been inherited from the ‘pagan’ past and then re-
interpreted in an Islamic manner: the association of th|
Ka’bah and the Meccan shrine with Abraham (Ibrahin
and Ishmael epitomizes the place of Islam within the
monotheistic tradition. Moreover, the ritual actions
during the hajj, seen as the exact re-enactment of
Muhammad's last pilgrimage, constantly reaffirm —
to this day - the status and prophetic authority of

the Seal of all monotheistic prophets (map 3).

To perform the hajj, for today’s Muslims, is a
religious duty, but also a way to reinforce faith throug
the affirmation and display of the unity, the identity
and the sacred history of the Muslim community.
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\LD’S RELIGIONS

E SPREAD OF ISLAM

"H THE DEATH of Muhammad, the Muslim
ommunity found itself without a leader. While
s the “seal of the prophets” he could have no

as a political guide Muhammad was succeeded
alled al Khulafa’ al Rashidun, the four ‘rightly-
iphs” who were chosen from his most loyal

18. It was during the leadership of these caliphs
nd particularly under the second caliph and
sman “Umar ibn al Khattab (634-44), that the

f territories outside Arabia began. Influenced
tical systems of these conquered areas, the
became hereditary, and the Umayyad dynasty
merged out of the aristocracy of the Quraysh.
Rashidun caliphs were based at Mecca and

e Umayyads moved the seat of power to

Their successors, the ‘Abbasids (750~1258),

ess Arab-centred, built a new capital,

n a fertile area on the main routes between

nd Syria.

ry of the Conquests

onquests started as sporadic tribal raids. A

y was probably not organized before 634, but
d, it made expeditions eastwards towards the
npire and northwards to Palestine and Syria
Byzantine empire (map 1). Under the

of commanders such as “Amr ibn al ‘As and
al Walid, the army defeated the Byzantines at
6), and the newly organized Muslim navy

he Christian fleet at the Battle of the Masts
tantinople was sporadically besieged during
though never captured. On the oriental front,
n army suffered a crushing defeat at the battle
yah (637), and Ctesiphon was taken soon

this caused the disintegration of the Sasanian
nr ibn al ‘As then moved westwards towards
9, and by 646 Heliopolis and Alexandria had
Zity of Fustat was founded in 643, and

frica was occupied. From Alexandria, naval
were launched against Cyprus and Sicily and
Imayyad dynasty the Muslims emerged as a
wer. The eighth century saw further
eastwards as far as the river Indus and the
and westwards through northern Africa to
rance where the over-stretched army was

he battle of Poitiers by Charles Martel.

rising speed at which the conquests took

» attributed to the weakness of countries

>y long external conflicts (the Sasanian

y the fragility of internal structure (Spain).
Iso discontent with despotic leadership and
'on among the local population, especially in
>ain.

Society

ing Muslim army was at first only composed
al groups, mostly infantry and some cavalry
ually it transformed itself by recruiting locally
umpaigns. The role played by the mawali
non-Arab clients’), such as Berber warriors in
campaign to Spain and, eastwards, Persians

s well-known. The Umayyad armies relied on
;orps and increased the role of the cavalry

ly of units in armour, though the infantry
inant. The first Abbasid armies, on the other
mostly on Khurasani elite forces and, by the
entury, the cavalry became clearly dominant.
venth century onwards the horse-back

Mirtioe Af Camdeal Andlaan ae I Mol 1 e

Muslim commanders left the social structure of the
conquered territories almost intact by appointing local
Muslim governors and relying on local administrative and
financial systems. The populations were not converted en
masse but in time the frequency of conversions increased.
The reasons for embracing Islam ranged from a desire to
come closer to the new masters and share their privileges,
to an acknowledgment of, or belief in, the tolerant and
syncretistic nature of the new faith. Tolerance, however,
could only be granted to the Ahl al Kitab (‘the people of
the Book’) that is, those people whom the Qur’an cites as
having received revealed scripture: Jews, Christians and
the ‘Sabians’. These could not, in principle, be forcibly
converted (as could polytheists and disbelievers), and
were guaranteed protection and religious autonomy
against the payment of a special tax.

Islam in Spain

By the end of the first Muslim campaign into Spain (711-
13) all but the northwest corner of the Iberian peninsula
came under Arab rule (map 2). When the Umayyad
dynasty collapsed in Damascus at the hand of the
‘Abbasids, one of its few surviving princes, ‘Abd al
Rahman I, moved to the far west and seized Cordova in
755, founding the Umayyad dynasty of Spain which was
to last for over 300 years.The achievements of this period

Alhambra Palace, Granada,
Sfourteenth century. Abstraction,
one of the characteristics of
Islamic art, is achieved through
the transfiguration of materials:
mass and weight are disguised by
arches, decorative patterns and
landscaping.

1 ‘ Islamic Expansion to 750

!:] extent of Islam to 632
[D extent of Islam to 656
D:D extent of Islam to 750

el

major lines of advance
=== campaigns under Abdullah Ibn Sa'd Ibn Abu Sarh, 647-48
=== campaign under Ugba Ibn Nafi, 682

=== campaign under Tariq Ibn Ziyad, 711 e
campaign under Abdul Rahman al Ghafigi, 732
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are embodied in the building in 788 of the Great Mosque
of Cordova, which became a vibrant centre of learning. In
time, however, the central authority of the state declined
and, by the early eleventh century, Spain had broken up
into a multiplicity of small kingdoms. The Christian
states of the north captured Toledo in 1085 and this
marks, to some extent, the first step towards the

i Santiago dec y N,
Crusades of the Middle Ages (see pp. 150-51). Compostela ‘e LﬁN TABRIAN MTE = -
Islamic Spain then came under the rule of Berber (J] oy Burgos

dynasties such as the Almoravids (1056-1147) and the
Almohads (1130-1269), who held the entire political
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A Mughal miniature of
ale Sufi visiting a female
', eighteenth century. By
ng spiritual achievement
and playing down social
structs, Sufism has been,
its early times, relatively
n to women. Apart from
tous female Sufis such as
f Basra (d. 838), and the
xistence of ‘convents’ for
en as early as the twelfth
century, there have been
umerous women ‘saints’.

traditions. Adverse political circumstances meant that
the Egyptian and North African tradition developed
slowly and did not extend beyond its original confines.
The third tradition spread from Central Asia and Iran to
Turkey and India; it exhibits greater divergent and
antinomian tendencies and, in some cases (Bekhtashiyah
and Ni‘matullahiyah), is linked to the Shi‘a.

The different orders emphasized many different
paths to spiritual achievement. The Chishtiyah, with its
vow of poverty, was an ascetic order, while the members
of the Shadiliyah earned their own living. The Sanusiyah
and the Qadiriyah, both politically active orders, were
instrumental in organizing anti-colonial movements. The
members of the more ecstatic Mawlawiyah used dance
and music to achieve spiritual ascent.

ISLAM

Later Sufism and Sufism in the West

The last two centuries have witnessed dramatic shifts in
attitudes towards Sufism. Sufi popular devotional
practices, such as saint veneration, have been
condemned as un-Islamic by several Islamic reformers
and revivalists. Islamic modernists have also attacked
Sufi orders for their alleged resistance to change and
progress, and in 1925 they were outlawed in Turkey by
Atatiirk. Yet significant political events like Western
colonialism and Soviet Communism have revealed the
major role played by Sufi orders in forming ethnic or
national identity in areas such as Afghanistan, the
Caucasus and the former Russian Turkestan (map 2). In
Algeria and Libya Sufi leaders fought against French
and Italian occupation.

Because of their inter-regional network system, Sufi
orders have been instrumental in missionary activities
among non-Muslims, especially in Africa and, more
recently, in the West. Sufi teachings have reached the
West through a vast number of popular as well as
intellectual texts by classical and contemporary Sufis
like Javad Nurbakhsh or writers like Idries Shah
(1924-96). Well-known personalities have also played
an influential but limited role in the diffusion of Sufi
beliefs: in certain European intellectual circles, scholars
and thinkers such as Titus Burckhardt, René Guénon or
Martin Lings are known to have become Sufis. In
America the Chishti master and musician Inayat Khan
(1882-1927) has inspired several young seekers of a
deeper spirituality.

[ 5 b A T~
‘\\ ,[ '“. i L t\ Jf ‘("’_\W\v)‘"‘ /_f’ LY ~\
) { les " i
g & @ “\_L—’W ; Sufism in the Caucasus and
f/( v\i (i A NEM | stk 3 2| Central Asia to the 19th century |
R = 7z \ Y| o i S
a_ .55‘\\\ N_'[—J \erm \\ ;/j | / . starting point city for Sufi spread E:‘ J
,\\ L8 — Vs = 5 A / 5 i spread of Qadiriyah order, with date |
st ! =~ |
é | \ ,,v\-\,'\[ j( m=pe— spread of Nagshbandiyah order, with date |
: {\ i = s spread of Kubrawiyah order, with date
| <8 & [ I i (/ ;{/ £ main shrines \“
i i ,J i f{ /" !J | A other shrines F/;‘L
\ if L .‘

™~

| e

{IAB EN G;ff‘_ J

[\ CEYLON

./-, it ( {
i T S I
% < --‘r’f-. Z ? { S {aratovp@/j
g Mo? of kuntt {

L’SSIAKI TURfKESTAN |

N ‘ Tl T3
\ 4B |
PEDC2. A }f ‘ ‘ bl Tk k}i x
N\ = F i B | | |! iy
NS Haji Kis [ /& // [\ KAZAKHS ‘ - \ .
/ whi mtroriu d - ?5‘ il f ‘; | = | | I \ 1
r1yal m Py et [+ | i .f < \
i /PJ‘ nort}fh’ aucasus r?"' { K o 92& = v _\\ S PR 1 ;] -‘\ J’\i 41 | (;K
ol ' I / { \ 1
, = o el | - !
\ "“‘;\\‘l{jﬂ ‘ RUS{OV \ i el i {j %»’ﬁ/\é\v ji e h< { .. { \(""’jr
I ““\*1\‘,\(‘ d,h\,f/:g‘" 1 ‘\ : i Mazar of‘Najmuddén 1 4 Sy =
S § L \ } = ‘7(133 o Kubra, founder o | Gy D
45 T § W\ L e XN \ Kubrawiyah order ‘
{ R \ | e 7, | (died 1220) & 5, s
o = Vs e S 5 L%—’“uw@ ’
Ly “‘“’?"1 V\ﬁ?\ A P ﬁﬁg / ,./ | & J L. Bt ! g y
BLACK sea e ZB RSN W Vi) i ShseOF WLM e | AR
Gl B NratWis | |
2 Grcxzny | "1 % SEA, "9’65 & ~ Mazar of Alj, cousin -
| Uzun, ];{a]l (died 1970] - / asavyurt e ) o/ ?:l\"'v | aridison- m-iaw f L) ol 3
ChecﬁQn Naqshbannﬂl %‘4\\ denoos Makhachk}a— 2\ s 3 | Muhammad ‘== ~— My
H ‘ 2 ﬂ%i’ e Oﬁlmry & P’ d°urkestan j\ﬁ . ek) ‘ i"&
i T\ stavi I Do Derbent )% Ay Y | ,fF nz L;litlﬁ %AG"\O o
3 ipmead . A ‘ 1A B\ okuba ]{unya Urgench &4, | f Qusam Ibn / Sl \ il Sy \
/ v = % o e Abb , uricle of ,' K w‘ﬁj N A _,Nti
fsﬁazi o e ‘§ 3 ,/4 Bl ﬂqMashtaﬁJ@ i Urgen 2 amn]ad LI/ J_\;, L\k o
";DNﬁgs ) ) ¥ <&k '\ ‘»I?ﬂku J TURKMEA/' ‘é | / % R
aghestan e 4" \ !
g . ; ;Qrd” ’KF c‘ﬂ\ 18th century | -‘ 7 :‘E.‘ | ﬂ/ \!
TN - = [caspian | oot \/ \ Q/ =
i ) qykharf U e ' . !
/ q',j, 4(1)(}1 "Er};rs k‘il(i)egb Jes 5%1 0% /:\1 SEA ﬁgahatﬂddng\ e . Y H A K
[k azars in 10th ce; _Ar Y Nagshban I : p - (¢ § v \
3} 40 marllirs defen &t{g}rr & ! '.1 ) \;K & g2 iolu?'lc%:z‘aofd % Jm A _{ 3 M adani §uf1 sal;t
( agamst ussians y 7 \ ener, agshbandiya ! 3 4
T aréqer {dled 1388) ‘ n or‘cler {died 1140} 4

UZBEKS peoples

T




081

ums qis

Lpuayewel2gC

N OV I @ N1 |

swad ‘A10a1 e |

{ ﬁ ‘spread

sjread

Duojnd

o\ [LELN} |

e f

Ainaied

(aM0uBUUED) /
epepn; g% !
il pOOM}Ep‘UES
9%’: W ‘Kuoga ‘Aioar

s a}]ﬁs ‘spread
]

v 3/s
|

NV IV EY
!

sapeqblq
'saqmp.‘umms
|

uipuio pun suoiodosd
JADUL 2J14L DJVNOVALL
dof snowinf §1 37 (1£9]
VYDA ZORUNTAT i sty
“yvys todadma ySnA
048y apisno jsnf ‘ng
UL Uy (9] oy

alp 03 aduatpago pue wstniroddo reonrjoed fsiapio yng jo
sanIATIOR ATRUOISSTU A1} :SI0308) AUewW JO }[NSar oy} sem
BaIR STU} UI UOTSISAUO0D sseur AT, ‘Aefelql :o8enBue| urews
SIT UIIM PUR 83E1S S} LHM PAUTULapI aq 03 9ured prgm
‘(¢ dyw) wrersy jo peaids sy} 10§ B1JUD UTEW 1) SE [[oM

SE BISY }SESUINOG 10§ S1IU80-SUIpe} JOTUD AU 2W003q
PEY edR[RIA] AINJUSD YIUSSII-PIWL 313 Ag "PIZIWE[S] SEM
UOI3DI SIQUD J1f} JSOW[E SILIMIULD 0M] UTYIIM pUe “We[s]
0] PAMIDAUOD SIDNI [LI0] ‘SPIEMUO AINJUD }U23}IN0Y

A1) WOL "BUSIE [EDISUWOD SWHIIEW [EUOLELISIUL

A PaIa)uL 9sanSmiIog ay} usym (g duus) sarrnjuad
IU99331] 03 U)[oM] 9} o] sqery a1 Aq paj[oruod usaq
PEY P M ‘BpeI} 0} PAdUT] OS[E SI BISY JSEALINOG UL WE[S]
BISY }SEAYINOG Ul WE[S]

VISV LSVHHLNOS ANV HL10S
NI INV'ISI HO dAVH¥dS HH.L

(s£-02€1) sptbnyybing
Apea pue (pzeL-062Z1) Siieyy
Ag pasanbuod sauioyue) mau

S31IPOLIWIO) papesn 1‘{‘;;;;3'

i uip-g I
9LEL-96CL UIP-B.BY, UBlNS Hjeyy e

Jspun spsanbuod pue spiel

S1Zi-0511L
SZ-PT0L PNwye ueyns 'SB1I0111I3) M3U spLnyD -
Jo ubledwes
180l
$9110}1449] Juapuadapul “Hu| wiBlses spiseqqy

0S-€LL

CC-¥00 1 PNWYBN
755 "Hwi waysea speffewn

Aq pasanbuod eale

BISY YANOS Uy wieys| m

YINOS JWAIXD 9} 0] JI PapUaIXa ‘UIp-Te e[y, ueyns jeaid

yedtpuequsbeN pue yedurped) ‘yedipremeryng
qeAysnyD) ay Aprenonaed ‘siapao yng jo Ayianoe
Areuorsstu a3 03 anp Apurewr sem uoge[ndod umsni jo
ymoid prder s ‘aye3s ay £q payroddns £[Suons uayyo
sem wrefs] ySnowp uaag Aypiqrssodwr ue Suraq snpurpy
JO UOTSIDAUOD SSBUI ‘90UBIS[0} JO Jelf} Uaaq sey eIpuf jo

sI9[nL wi[sn Jo Ajolew ay jo pueys snordiai ayJ,
‘1sey I[PPIA 9} PUe BISISJ HIM SHUI| S} pauLigze-a1
UEISTIE] JO 2)8)S WISNJA] PA1eald-AMauU au) ‘BIpu] Woiy
[eMeIpyIIm USOLIg o) uodn ‘Usym /FE] Ul padiaws-a1
Ave3a] s3] ‘1Yo punore sdutaoid Jrews e 03 yunays pey
(8681-9z61) aridwa [eySnjA a3 SQ£LT 2 Aq 1249MOH
‘szo1aduwa [eySniA a1} ISpun ATNJusd YIUsaIuDAdS

9y} SULNp payIuNaI Sem JUSULIIOIINS Y],
‘sapredound wsniy yuspuadapur Jo astr ayy Yim
ayerdayusip 0y ue8aq andws 3584 23 My (T drw) 589
pue ynos ayy 03 papuedxe spibnySny, uerpur-oomy, ayJ,

3y} 1apun ‘pue sprex [03uojA payeadar jsureSe 1031119}
ST} papusjap siHeyy] sy ‘sapedap maj e 1)y TeSuag
se jsea 1ej se papuedxa pey pue saLIOJLLID} PIABUZEYD)
I3WIOF AU} JO JSOL PI[[OIJU0D SPLINyL) ayy ‘2171 49
SeATE MU OJUT wels] Surpuedxa ur papaaoons senseudp
IS0 ‘Sprakuzeyr) ayj 1oy y "qefung paxauue £Juo

g grenmos jo amided ayy ur Supeurnuno ‘sudredures

[213A38 N0 parired ‘seler npuip ay) Jo yijeam ayp

Aq papemie ‘pnunfeiy "go01 Ul PUIYIEA JO o[31eq 2y je
pajeajap aq 0} ATuo ‘urry aseddo 0y Loerapayuod e paurio)
sanD 1930 pue Iawily Telurey ‘nyp( wory s3I NpuIL
JO Iaqunu e ‘uzeyr) woyj puedxa 0} PajIels PRuwe
I9[NI S31 I9pum A}SeUAp USD{INT, MaU B USYAA Teruelsqns
210w awedaq uonerjauad WISy JeY} spresmuo A1njusd
[juaad[d 3y} wioIy sem 11 Ing ‘Jere(ns pue qefung oy a1y
woy peaids yPrym ‘wreysy Jo UOISNHIP a1} 10§ 3s0dino

[EIONID B SEM PUIG “JHIOU 31} U] RIS [EIIUI)) WOIJ PUB]

Aq 1sanbuod Arejriu ySnomyy paAriTe wrels] aIsym pIou
A} WIOIy pue ‘ sawu dTure[s[-a1d aouls papIodal are erpuj
JO 15800 1SAMI[NOS S} SUOTE SBTUOJOD SIPPEI} eIy SIaym
UIN0S 94} WOLJ 1SN0 UTRW 0M]) BTA BIPU] PIIJUD WES]
BISY INOS Ul We[s]

"apIAIP SNOISIBI [EIDIJO BU) SSOIDE PaIeys
are saoe[d Ajoy 03 saBewni8[id se yons saogoead [enjur
aTayMm WSTaIOUAS SNOISI[AI JO SDUEISUL SUO UBL) 210U ST
211y ‘[easf rendod e 3y uonejuoIyUD J2a1p OJuT SidnID
sawm 1e ‘soutddi[nyg a3 ur AJnrensLyD) 10 puefreyy,
Ul WSIYPPNg ‘BIpU] Ul WISIY{IG PUE WSMPULH S8 {ons
SUOIBI[aI PIIOM I9YIO0 LM SISOIqUIAS U], "SIOPIO §Ng
JO sanIATOR LIPUOISSIU 3} PUE 3per) JO 3[0I 3Y) Uoi3al
SU} UT WE[S] Y}IM PAILDOSSe SJURISLOD 0M] AT I3[
(6-8% dd ospv 22s) ueisn{R] puE PUIG AIWYSEY] UT PUNOJ 3q
Ued SAFIUNWILWOD 1,1S JUEdYIUSIS Jnq ‘TUUng s1 eare U3 Ut
surr[snjy jo Ajrofewr aipy ‘Ajaiea oruyya pue opsmaur Aq
pazuapeIey)) "prIom ay ut uonemndod wisniy
15981e] a1 ssedwoous pISY JSEAINOG PUR INOG M

“13112303[e SWISIA] UOT[TWI (066 AT VAN H.LL :




i eliia = 17102
if i c-t“
; S - N Arg
o { 7 m/x/
Q“}& o 5 j) /‘/ |2 Ff
(Hormuz N e =3
= =< I WD A Y @
S\ pCarthay AL Gh%” '
( P I g, 7T BUR - e
: TN ﬁ'(&fHA’lpAN
; A \ Vot @R
asulipatam <7 BAY ? \ | B,
O/  OF \ \ SiUTH \‘?
! BENGAL 2\ cHinag =
il - \g. / | Iora i
| 4 [ A ] ¢
urai [ [} f_\ A \
‘ <7\ ANDAMANIS \LXL(;\ =7 I’ i
L ‘ B “CEYLON _|—c N . .
™ A F | C]Af‘]\ ) L. \}_,\1% \I‘ / fﬁ,?
\j Gan 7 Mogadishus | MALDNEIS QM@%& II! 7
= i o < ! L ; =
g o T & & St e Q--vf/\_@Tg—BORNEOf{g
i \ ~~Mombasa \ ‘ » 1o |2 (L 4
N i [ *% SEYCHELLES \ il &
s Ty Eallea) 4 o \ AL | &
 Pakistan (97% Muslim) \ G e\ Gl e, .
ssted by different doctrinal | °,: 4§ fJ - 2 e A I N DI A N , .OC:;:J_;
ations and related ritual b P g e { = Trade around the Indian Ocean
. One of the main Sunni | & b “5 ) Mﬁilq' B € E; G 2 | inthe 15th century
s_ i fhe Barelwi mgvement, ‘ \\ fﬁ 3 ﬁ ,.:'/‘ f),,. 3 JM 1 e sea routes used by Arabs and some Indians {
-ing in the 1880s in north \ V Sy ‘ ‘ ] J
hich emphasizes the role of |20 L Sy Sofalage” ) & A —— . & | == searoutesused by Indians and Chinese /
nts’ as guides and |9 X e h & - MANURA | land routes
wrs for the believers. As a [a 1 1500 kms  Kilwanis i\'.-s Jf ‘ _ ‘ ‘ (\
weir tombs are visited and : — - ' a
versaries of their death
lebrated. The Wahhabis Muslim sultans; old and repeated contacts with Muslim to the formation of West and East Pakistan in 1947, as a
"Ieff“ ?S'gse ﬂf;;fs as traders; and, after the arrival of Christian missionaries nation for the Muslims of India. The issue of national or
'zzysfff fof; of poly iei i with the Portuguese, a revival of Islamic proselytism. religious identity was not really solved and, eventually,
With its strong emphasis on mysticism and speculative the national element prevailed in East Pakistan which
FEE——— theology, Islam is characterized by intermingling with became the independent state of Bangladesh in 1971.
yutheast Asia local custom, especially in both family and civil law. Control of trade as well as exp]oi’gatilon of nat}.lral
the 18th century resources motivated European colonial interests in
e The Impact and Legacy of Western Colonialism Southeast Asia. The effects of the colonial presence are
- The imposition of British rule in India profoundly felt in the polarization of disputes between states and
Ml stanates affected the religious development of the subcontinent. within states, but, above all, in a secularization of .
i bot'defg‘;z i Despite their initial policy of tolerance, the British began  society. By and large the modern states emerging after
s '2;;;'; nates fram e to suppress some religious practices, favoured English as  independence were defined along European lines, with
o KA the language of administration, increased the influence little or no place for religion. The conflict of identity still
F puations: of the Hindu and Sikh communities and, gradually, exists between a secular and an Islamic Southeast Asia,
dateiof Spanish uolerizatics made Muslim religious law redundant. The Muslim between the reality of a largely secular (although
date of Portuguese colonization responses to change were either moderate modernism, nominally Islamic) state, a Muslim communal religious
date of Dutch colonization outright rejection of Western values, or the creation of a movement and the commitment of some groups to the
fadaronies modern Muslim political identity. This latter position led  achievement of the ideal Islamic state.
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ail of the tughra of Sultan
syman, known in the West as
magnificent’” and by Turks as
lawgiver’. The tughra was a
ating signature of the sultan,
‘gned by skilled calligraphers,
md was put on all the official
documents coming from the
rial Chancellery, This tughra
‘Sultan Siileyman, the son of
Selim, ever-victorious’.

religious denomination and granted internal and
localized self-government status under their own
leaders, subject to payment of a poll-tax. The religious
leaders were usually appointed by the Muslim
government and were responsible for relations with the
authorities but also for community disputes and local
taxation. In official documents the main millet (‘religious
community’) are identified as Greek Orthodox,
Armenian, and, later, Roman Catholic and Jewish.
Before the Turkish migrations of the thirteenth
century, the vast majority of the population in Anatolia
was Christian; by the end of the fifteenth century, 90 per
cent had become Muslim. This was due to widespread
Muslim immigration, but, above all, to the conversion
of Christians to Islam. Such a successful rate of
conversion can be traced back to the weakening of both
the Byzantine state and the Greek Orthodox church. The
consequent demoralization of the Christian population,
and the breakdown of Anatolian society enhanced the
appeal of Sufi missionaries. They presented Islam in
terms of religious syncretism, and emphasized mutual
beliefs as well as the high status of Jesus in Islam.

Islam in the Balkans

By contrast to Anatolia, after the Ottoman conquest of
the Balkans during the fourteenth century, the majority
of the population remained Christian. A census of
1520-30 reveals that 81 per cent of the overall Balkan
population was Christian, with a high percentage of
Muslims (45 per cent) concentrated in Bosnia. In a
second wave of Islamization during the seventeenth
century, Albania, Montenegro, Macedonia and Crete
witnessed a high percentage of conversions. At present,
Islam is a majority religion in Albania, Bosnia and the
Kosovo region of Serbia. Along with indigenous
peoples who converted to Islam, Muslims in this area
can also be traced back to Turkish-speaking settlers and
Muslims from other regions of the Ottoman empire
who arrived in the wake of the conquests. The majority
of Muslims is Sunni of the Hanafi school, with some
Shi‘is (Alevis) in Bulgaria. The influence of the Sufi
orders is also important, especially the Bekhtashiyah, a
syncretistic egalitarian tariga with strong Shi‘i features.

Decline of the Empire

By the 1792 Treaty of Jassy, the empire lost all its
territories north of the Black Sea to Russia. In the west,
after the second siege of Vienna in 1683 and the
Ottoman retreat from an Austro-German-Polish army,
the empire pulled back to its 1512 frontiers while, in
other areas, many local rulers had become virtually
independent (map 2). From the mid-nineteenth century
the disintegration extended to parts of the Arabian
peninsula and Egypt; Algeria was lost to the French and
the Balkan provinces were fighting for their autonomy.
By the end of World War One, as a result of the colonial
expansion of Western powers, the Ottoman empire had
lost its Arab provinces of Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Iraq

and the Yemen. In 1922 the Ottoman sultanate was
Alaalinhind anAd tha Tirlich rentiblic foninded: two vears
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Sufi shrine at the Nefta
s, Tunisia. The part of the
ne surmounted by a dome
Ily indicates the tomb of a
fi saint. After the mosque,
s represent the other main
of Muslim piety, and their
‘on (ziyarah) is especially
tken by women. Of all the
slim schools, the Hanbalis
ice the Wahhabis of Saudi
are the only ones to forbid

wormen from ziyarah.

fought the Christian rulers, and ruled there for nearly a
century (1056-1147). In East Africa, Islam travelled
down the coast with seafaring Arabs, some of whom
settled there and built up coastal cities, such as Sofala
and Kilwa, which were major gold-trade ports.

During the third phase (sixteenth to eighteenth
centuries), the influence of Muslim scholars and Sufis,
along with Muslim traders, was instrumental in the
formation of states ruled by Muslim princes, such as
the Muslim sultanate of Funj, or the kingdom of
Kanem-Bornu, which became a great trading and
military power in the late sixteenth century, famous for
the devotion of its rulers and the authority of its
‘ulama’. The greatest state of Saharan Africa was the
Songhay empire, Muslim since 1493, which controlled
the trans-Saharan gold trade until its power diminished
in the early seventeenth century. During this period,
Malays and Javanese emigrated from the Dutch East
Indies to South Africa, especially the Cape Town region
— the first settlement of Muslims in South Africa.

Islamic Revival and the Colonial Period

The fourth phase of Islamic expansion into Africa began
in the eighteenth century and was characterized by the
influence of Sufi orders, especially the Qadiriyah and
the Tijaniyah, as well as Islamic revival and activism,

ISLAM

upheld by militant Sufi leaders who declared a jikad,
seized political authority and aimed to establish ‘pure’
Islamic governments. The best-known example is the
Sokoto state in Hausaland, established in 1804 by
Uthman Dan Fodio, while the Mahdist state of Eastern
Sudan (1882-96) was the result of a religious-political
movement of Islamic renewal fighting against colonists.

The symbolic start of the colonial era was
Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1798. French expansion
across North and West Africa had a great impact on
both cultural and political developments in the area.
The British held the other main share of power,
absorbing the sultanate of Sokoto in the West, and
controlling a large area of Eastern Africa (map 3). In
some countries Sufi orders played a major role in
resisting foreign domination. In Libya, for example, a
vast network of Sanusi lodges stretched as far west as
Timbuktu. The Sanusiyah, with its role in the
development of trans-Saharan trade, its organized
structure and its local tribal links, served to spread
Islam and to organize anti-colonial resistance.

Contemporary Islam
In the last few decades there has been a revival of Islam
in Africa (map 2). In some instances it was a response to
secularism, whether imposed from above, as in Nimeiri's
Sudan in 1983, or arising from a popular level as in
Nigeria. Islamic missionary activities, often using local
missionaries, are flourishing. The close relation of Islam
with some African beliefs, for example the belief in good
and bad spirits, which is associated with the Muslim
belief in jinns, is another reason for Islam’s expansion.
Recent immigration waves from South and
Southeast Asia to East Africa and, as a result of
Ugandan ruler Idi Amin’s (1971-9) persecution of
Asians, to South Africa, have added to the variety of
Islam in the continent. Among them are Sunnis of the
Shafi‘i legal school, Shi‘is and Pakistani Ahmadis.
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The Turkish Revolution, 1919-1923 it N . R
4 ; .
route of Atatiirk's | area occupied by France A | -~z

- s J S | %
nationalist movement area occupied by Russia < . ‘\%‘“ | R I\A Q y

= railway line @®  anti-nationalist strongholds = -~ v ( S YRIA [N ‘\

6] date when railway completed @ massacres e + S S £ \ \‘lo:g. =
advance of Greek armies % main battles = /
retreat of Greek armies telegraphic links M“‘F\f‘ \

j area of guerrilla warfare A held by the Allies \\> T

C 7 »

] area occupied by Greece A held specifically by the British s i

y ey % L\
L
T I rogrammes, and despite the very different political education while constitutionally the country was
. 1 prog P ry p y Y
.2 i outcomes, both Atatiirk and Reza Shah faced stern declared a monarchy in 1925. However, no equivalent
N S R opposition from the ‘ulama’ classes. In Turkey (map 2), olitical reforms were introduced. As in Turkey, the
] G PPO : Y \map P Y
Gt /j’ political reforms led to the declaration of the Turkish secularization of education and state control of religious
i republic and the nationalization of railways, ports and funds aimed to reduce the influence of the “ulama’.
| utilities. Economic reforms promoted industrialization. It
4 A : : P ; :
= . @ was in the cultural field, however, that the reforms had Islamic Revival
e f ! their most far-reaching consequences. Organized Islamic revival (ihya’) refers to the support for an
i kA institutions of Islam such as the sultanate and the increased influence of Islamic values on the modern
GO ) . . ;
g T | caliphate were abolished, Sufi orders were declared world as a response to Western and secular trends.
N L ) illegal in 1925 and the ‘ulama’ were placed under the Accordingly, a return to Islam in its purest form is seen
et gal i re placed . gly . purest
il H authority of a state-controlled office of religious affairs. as the solution for the ills of Islamic societies and
ey . J The Arabic script was replaced by Latin characters. In modern society as a whole. One expression of ifiya’ was
fol /o pt was replaced by n cexp "
. o family law, a Swiss-modelled legal code replaced the the Salihiyah movement, especially in its Wahhabi form.
o S~ shari‘a: in 1924 polygamy was abolished, divorce was no Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (d. 1791) was
s ‘ 7\ longer a male prerogative but became subject to court concerned about the survival of religion and sought to
} /a-JJ ruling. Gender equality was constitutionally guaranteed rectify the dangerous innovations that had been
“Q ( in education, employment and in the right to vote (1934).  introduced into Islam. By emphasizing the concept of
¥ In Persia similar modernizing reforms affected tawhid (the unity and oneness of God), he rejected all
the military, the administration, the economy and forms of mediation between Allah and the believer. In

particular, he aimed to eliminate Sufi ideas and practices,
such as the veneration of holy persons and the ziyarah to
their tombs, as well as condemning excessive veneration
of the prophet Muhammad. Wahhabi ideology shaped
the religious character of the first Sa‘udi-Wahhabi state,
which was crushed by Egyptian forces in 1818. The
second Sa’udi state, which was proclaimed the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in 1932, continues to be shaped and
informed by Wahhabi ideology.

Other formulations stemming from the Salafiyah
include jihad movements such as the Mahdiyah of
Sudan and activist Sufi orders like the Sanusiyah of
North Africa, both of them revival movements spurred
by the struggle against Western control

e e SRR A twentieth-century development of revivalist ideas
Iranian women at Persepolis. Modernist Ieg:siatmn‘mtraduced . is the so-called “Islamic fundamentalism’, or radical
Western-style dress for men and women, and the wearing of the veil Islamism. Fundamentalism in fact originated in the
for women was prohibited in Turkey in 1935 and in Iran in 1936. In ) g &! : .

1920s among conservative Protestant circles in America,

response to such reforms, Muslim revival moverments re-claimed >
§ Sl . s ¢ mmd i tha militant cbatomont of the infallihilitv of

A i B R R
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1 the Qing dynasty (1644-1911) expanded into 7

\_17 30 :lﬂ’ J\& (=] ‘,‘J 49—‘\;_,2_., { \_5\'0

Asia, discontent with their policies led Muslims : ) | :
assert their identity and de};ounce any % | delancin:SoushenRussia WWW%—\“\ \@j v\
nises with local religions. Two major Caucasian peoples: YOI e v ’E( . - &
th-century Muslim rebellions in Yunnan and & Chechens f V/\J\W A } ) £ ‘

west were violently crushed by the Qing. The Ingush ~ \g

of the northwest were only granted autonomy
) after the fall of the dynasty, and in 1955 the
\utonomous Region was created.

Abkhaz

Circassians (Cherkess)

()
B
]
B3
B
EEE

2 Daghestanis

solicy of the People’s Republic towards At

has alternated between tolerance and b i —

m; during the 1966-76 Cultural Revolution ‘ peiies

in Yunnan were persecuted by anti-ethnic and . — byg e

sious policies. Recently, more moderate policies :l foam ; vl

iefited Muslim communities which, however, Turkic peoples: Ny

- ot i o A ECHENIA &

livided along ethnic lines. Islamic militancy, ] ks MGUS ETIa PA

v in the northwest, has prompted an increased — [l A o R T

military presence. This region is also becoming B kumyks BLACK qfed

. . . . (]

sially and strategically important for China for N Bl cerachays SEA Sukhum 4 _

al resources and trade links with Central Asia, Bl celkars ke

lle East and the West. 1 B ooy i el e o S
- Tatars A A Yok A |
L By | - gkjTab;:JZJL\G0immou(rfiwu|<r-|
Kazakhs §

cleheran

ranian peoples:

|| Ossetians
B s
- Talysh
4 l:l Persians
- Kurds
Others:
- - Kalmyks
at Mir-i Arab madrasa, Bukhara. Madrasas are Geargians
Aleges for Islamic sciences. During the tenth cenfury .
: M Armenians
n the Silk Road, became one of the greatest centres of )
“the Islamic world, renowned for its 100 madrasas. Most ] mixed Arabs
wed bu the Moneol invasions of the thirteenth centiry. /N scattered communities




‘wswpn|
Qa4 suondLiosuy 21quay
0s fo auoy ponajod 2y
1514Y7) 4300 AJIUNILIOD
W fipwa ayy fig Apuap:
) HO142SSE 21f] 0] Pyl
UIPIING WIISHIA] JUBIXa
y3 Jo auo sp auptiodu
T 4ngy) (easy) fisuinof
IN ay] Sunmp (e, )
1 papuacsy prUUByniN
yaydoad ay yoryan wouf
2q 0 paaatjaq st ‘169 Ul

061

sy 051
|
saju 001 t 5
i
‘ a 2 A 5

\ b K
N\
{n:} X . W
2 \
N &

v

4 V 4 V

lanwvs b

oarezen
i [\ se1eql], < BjieH

@plQs euRle o

w@b snaseueq (&)

VIHAS

1 &

e

RISOIINO

_SnudAD*';

T T
i 3 <0E ‘

e ——
[esiads|p UBIUNSA|EY JO SBIN0L i |

eiodseip jo uasaid [ | \‘Q . S

= (

eiodselq uelunsajed 3yl {ﬁ \
f/\\y i 7 Bl T ) ;—’\ aoi
S |

 viavuy
" lanvs

— \ ‘/ : e PR

A dﬁ:;g{uf‘ff-ffﬁwwhw/}ﬁ-'wlz g
it |

1 d A/9 3

X |
=/ e

0220I0TAI l.[IOJ(J

il
-

e
Mt~  log)
el lipuexajy
il

spial 1o

sa1IAIOR B|jLIenh pue aDUBISISal qely 10 SeuUsd
£/61 ‘Spene-pIunod 1jaeis| Aq pauted Aoyisy
e Aq pie uedLswy

B35 pue Jie Aq pie 181n0S

|4 A0~

feuls ojul uorjennauad uendAB jo uspe
£/61 1839010 ¥2-9 'Spene gely

(06| Bun[ 'SHPENE JIe |[BRIS|

1 1961 aunf ‘sypene punoib 1jpels|
" i} /961 aunf 'patanbuo sanuad Juepodul
."'\‘*'J 1961 dun[ | 1-§ sisanbuod 1jaeis|
D

| HetA

19-676 | '|9BIS| JO B1E1S |0 SaLIepUNOq

£L-6P61 'SIeM [|RIs|-qelY 3YL ‘ L

NI

“1apI0q TeUIG-I[aeJs] alj} Suore
uonsod 00} pue ezED) Ul PaUoTes sem 30105 Surdaay
-ooead N[ © PUE [BUIS WOIJ MAIPYILM [peis] ‘arnssaid
[EUOTRUIAUT JO J[nsal e st Taaamol Auue uend4A3q sy
pajesjop pue ding ezeq) ay} pue reulg pardnodo ‘urejg
pue souelL] Aq paspeq A[103s ‘sad10j [[PRIS] 9661 13010
ug “eqeby jo Jno) oy pue eue) zang ayy SurpeNPO[q
£q apex eaes s,[aeIs] paydnistp AJsSnoLias (1sseN)

1seN [e pqy Tewe[ jusprsar] wend43g ‘9g61 ul
“[9BIST JO 23E3S AU} JO AOUBISIXD AU} 9ZIUF003I 0}
pasnya1 satpunon qery ay[, 1d48g Aq pardnooo sem ding
ezen) AU ‘(3ueyg 1AM 93 JO UOHEBXIUUR U} WM (G6T

CAXI\TW TITTT AANTY "TOUNCT

Ut uepIOf PaWRURI 9q 0}) URpIO[SURL], Y3iM pajewuedeure

Sem aunsafe] PO JO BAIE UI2ISaM [, "Uepiofsuel]

pue eLAg ‘uouege 1dASH pue [srIs] usaMIaq

pauSis a1am sjuSWadI3e DPSIULE GHHT Ag sorunie

qery jo uoni[eod e Aq 1aye Aep ay) papeaur sem jng

‘Qp6T AR FT U0 [RIS] JO d1es Juspuadapul ay auredsq

aumsare ] jo 1red 19jeard Ay, -Punsa[e ] Ul SJUSW[IIRS

ystma[ paypene pue 1 pajoafar sqely ‘e[ UORnIed

a3y pardaooe sma[ Iy sIpIOq aanpadsar 1Ay}
YSI[qrIS? pUe (Sjepueul Ysplg Iapun uay}) unss[ed

ur 2138 YySImaf e pue qery ue dn 3as 0} pajos I
SuoneN] pajiur] A JO AJqusssy [eIUSD) A “LV6L N




i1salem 1949-67

valls of the Old City

oundary Israel/Jordan
949-67

1ain roads

Auslim holy places
hristian holy places
awish holy places
Nuslim Quarter
hristian Quarter
rmenian Quarter

awish Quarter

isalem since the
Day War

wnicipal area of
srusalem, 1967

rael/Jordan border
949-67

«tent of Old City
1ain roads
lilway

1es of Israeli advance in
1e Six-Day War, June 1967

ISLAM

;é}”f N MOUNT
€2 o ~ COPUS
Tomb of o N
_ Simon the Just | o
\ \ \\
| : A\
| JORDAN
\
| ' Pool of
| Damascus e e T
| Herod’s ( / / % |
Gate \ / / StStephen’s Gate |

A | /
’} Sid N/ Golden Gate /

SUCELOF th ol p
A/ Tomb of the Virgin/

%, \ it

5 Q]mmhofﬁtﬁnng : Z :/ ,,-‘ Qarden of Gethsemane

Gate™ AdTE Churd};ofthe
T\ @ Aseension
4 : ! I
o @Deir al | _A"MOLUNT/ ¢Mosque
i ultan g { of the
Tafhe { | xTomb of Absalom Accension
Ghce 1 | X:XTpmb of Zechariah
Wailing Wallzx = ﬁ;l Agsa Mosque  MOUNT
Church of _Pun |
| St Mark

Cathedral of
St James |

‘Synagogues | 3

House of Caiaphas,
Tgrlr]ﬁ:e;f,l?g\f'?g e, Pool of & | tofﬁ’ncho/
Coena:gulu-q_lﬂ'jéj' ; Siloam ﬁ o
"l}T\_]\;!\ofDuviﬂj.' | OA}I—/\_ ;, [3‘
-ty VALLEY [
MOLUNT  Zion Q‘?
ZION Gate \
0 400 yards
{:} R
0 300 metres MAP 2

S5 =AU > leometery OF OLIVES
Y Bathofx /O \_ gcemetery =
\ Rabbilshmael 25 ™ grcemetery/

0 2 miles

3kms

JORDAN

MOUNT
_—~SCOPUS

= toTel Ayyy, MOUNT OF
/’OLIVES
St Stephen’s

Gate

ISRAEL

ABU

DIS
T SILWAN
ABU
= 5yr TUR
50 FEyBAHIR
-
BETHLEHEM MAP 3

tember 1993 the

1 Agreement was
seen Israel's Prime
itzhak Rabin and
nan Yasir Arafat.
mounced the use of
ts and committed
eaceful solution of
. Israel, on its part,
the PLO as the
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terim period of
self-rule in the
and Gaza Strip.

Arab-Israeli Conflict

By 31 May 1967 Egypt, supported by Syria, Iraq, Jordan
and Saudi Arabia, deployed troops across Sinai and
declared the Strait of Tiran closed to Israeli shipping.
This, combined with Syrian attempts to divert the
headwaters of the River Jordan, Israel’s main water
source, led Israel to a pre-emptive strike. On 5 June,
Israel destroyed Egyptian air-bases in Sinai and beyond,
attacked the Golan Heights, captured the area and
entered El Quneitra. The Jordanian West Bank was
occupied and the Old City of Jerusalem annexed as
Israel’s capital (maps 1 and 3). The Six-Day War (5-11
June) destabilized Egypt, paving the way for future
agreements between Egypt and Israel. Another result
of the 1967 war was the increasingly active role of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO).

After Nasser’s death (1970) and Anwar Sadat’s
succession, the conflict resumed. On 6 October 1973, the
Jewish Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), Egypt and Syria
attacked the Golan Heights and Sinai. Despite initial
Arab victories, Israeli counter-attacks resulted in further
territorial expansion. Negotiations eventually brought an
end to the war and in 1977 Sadat made the first visit by
an Arab head of state to Israel. The Camp David Accords
marked an end to over thirty years of conflict. Sinai was
returned to Egypt in 1982, Israel’s invasion of southern
Lebanon in 1978, to counter Palestinian guerrilla activity,

opened a new front. Despite partial withdrawal in 1985,
a nine-mile buffer zone is still held by Israeli troops.

Jewish settlements continue to be built on the land
occupied by Israel in 1967. This, coupled with Israeli
discrimination against the Palestinians, culminated in
December 1987 in the intifada (uprising). PLO support
for Iraq during the 1990 Gulf War alienated the Arab
Gulf states, and eroded its credibility, nevertheless
further Israeli-Palestinian agreements were signed (the
Declaration of Principles in 1993 and the Wye Accords
in 1998) as progress towards a complex solution.

Of an estimated population of five million
Palestinians, more than two million have fled from Israel
to adjacent Arab lands since 1948 (map 1, inset). In
addition, more than one million migrated to other Arab
countries and to the USA and South America.

The Religious Dimension
The formation of the state of Israel and the 1948, 1956 and
1967 wars were seen as humiliations for Muslims
worldwide. Two pan-Islamic organizations, supported by
Saudi Arabia, were established to assert international
Muslim solidarity: the World Muslim League (est. 1962)
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (1969,
1971). The latter was a direct response to the 1967 Arab
defeat, Israel’s annexation of east Jerusalem and an
arsonist attack against the al-Agsa mosque. However,
these pan-Islamic organizations were at times seen as
serving political and national (Saudi) interests. In fact, as
the active role played by Christian Palestinians in the
intifada suggests, the fight for recognition and liberation
can be perceived as national rather than purely religious.
One of the issues where religion and politics cannot be
separated is the dispute over Jerusalem. For Muslims, the
city is the third holy place, after Mecca and Medina. The
first Muslims prayed towards Jerusalem before the giblah
(direction of prayer) was changed towards Mecca, and
Muhammad was believed to have ascended to heaven
from Jerusalem. Moreover, its centrality in Judaism and
Christianity was inherited by Islam with its
acknowledgement of the monotheistic message of the
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immigration often reflect historical links, as in the case
of migration from former colonies (from the Maghreb to
France, from Commonwealth countries to the UK). The
favourable economic and political circumstances of host
countries also play a relevant part, as in the case of
Turkish migration to Germany. Several factors have an
impact on the flow of Muslim migrants; political
circumstances; national legislation; the displacement of
communities as a result of war, such as Bosnians during
the 1992-95 conflict or Kosovo Albanians in 1999.
Official figures are not always reliable, as shown by the
case of illegal immigrants, such as France’s ‘sans papier’.
The religious configuration of Muslims in western
Europe reflects the varieties of Islam in the originating
countries. While most immigrants are Sunni Muslims,
the role of traditions such as Sufi brotherhoods should
not be underestimated, especially for the North African
immigrants to France. Popular or reformist movements,
such as the Barelwis and Deobandis among Indo-
Pakistani immigrants to Britain, are also significant.

Islam in Contemporary Southeast Asia
Indonesia and Malaysia are the most important
countries in Muslim Southeast Asia (map 1). Indonesia,
though not constitutionally an Islamic state, has the
world’s largest Muslim population (about 160 million in
1985, ¢.87 per cent of the total). It is overwhelmingly
Sunni, following the Shafi'i school of law. In Malaysia
Islam (c.58 per cent of the total in 1990) is the official
religion, co-existing with traditional Chinese religions
as well as Hinduism and Christianity. Independent
Indonesia and Malaysia have built largely secular states
on European models, but the political and cultural role
of Islam has been consistently increasing.

In the Philippines and Thailand, less than five per
cent of the total population is Muslim. Islam is a

v

a process of de-islamization, provoking the emergence of
radical groups like the Moro National Liberation Front
which used armed struggle and guerrilla techniques to
achieve recognition of independence for the Muslim
population, concentrated mainly in the south. Autonomy
was eventually granted to the Muslim region in Mindanao
in 1987 and limited executive powers were transferred to
the regional government in 1990. Thailand, although
predominantly Buddhist, also has a concentration of
Muslims in the south, near the border with Malaysia.
Some Islamic separatist movements, allegedly backed by
Iran, are active in the southern provinces.

Minority Islam in the Pacific
Although the first Muslim migrations to the Pacific
region date back to the late nineteenth century, it is not
until the 1950s that Muslim communities can be
identified. In Australia, Muslims are estimated at c.1.4
per cent of the total population (1993). The vast majority
of Muslims in Australia comes from Turkey and the
Lebanon, along with others from the former Yugoslavia.
Students from neighbouring Muslim countries, especially
Malaysia, form an increasingly important presence. New
Zealand’s small Muslim community is mainly from
Southeast Asia, and there was a particularly important
immigration wave after the 1987 coups d'¢tat in Fiji. The
mosque in Christchurch is said to be the furthest from
Mecca in the world. Both Fiji and New Caledonia have
sizeable Muslim communities. Fiji's Muslims can be
traced back to the late nineteenth century when French
authorities deported anti-colonial leaders from the
Maghreb, particularly Algeria, to the penal colony of Fiji.
The small Muslim community of Japan, in part
allegedly of Turkish origin, has been increased during
the twentieth century by immigration from Pakistan and
Bangladesh It reached worldWlde notice in 1991 when,

o A Sk S, P
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Arab
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Ambhara and Tigray

Somalis

Malay

mixed Afghan and Brahui
Tatar, Bashkir, Kazakh, Uzbek
Uighur

Persian, Bakhtiari
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South Asia. American immigration laws were liberalized
in 1965, and Muslims arrived from the Arab countries,
as well as Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The immigrants of the early years of this century
were scattered geographically. Without the benefit of
organized community support, they expressed religious
identity in general terms. More recent immigrants,
however, enjoy the support of Islamic organizations
and networks and tend to resist assimilation.

The Nation of Islam, a black mationalist’ and
messianic movement, was founded in Detroit in 1930
by Farad Muhammad. It emphasized black liberation
through self-development and elaborated a mythology
in which the white race was the creation of evil forces.
Its message appealed to the unemployed youths of
inner-city black ghettos. Since 1978, Louis Farrakhan
has been the leader of a minority group of the Nation of
Islam which has continued the policy of black
separation. The majority branch, (the ‘American
Muslim Mission’), has been successful in aligning with
Sunni Islam. Here, a universalistic doctrine has opened
its affiliation to all Muslims, irrespective of race.

Some Muslim Diasporas

Most Muslim diaspora communities have spread as a
result of conflict, as with the Palestinians, or persecution,
as with the Kurds. Mostly Muslim, the Kurds originally
lived in an area bordering Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria and
Armenia. Many have since migrated to Germany,
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Sweden and the USA. The Lebanese diaspora (map 5),
at first mainly of Christians, was economic in nature.
After the Second World War, more Sunnis and Shi'is
migrated to France, the Americas, West Africa and
Australia. The 1975-89 Lebanese civil war has increased
the number of Lebanese abroad: the Lebanese diaspora
worldwide is now estimated at 2.5 million.
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