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Introduction 
In the legal system, the magistrate plays an important and essential role in the justice administration. Many individuals also have been appointed and elected in lower courts to handle criminal range and civil cases. There are certain advantages in terms of the magistrate in the justice exercise to face certain limitations and disadvantages. This report also explores the advantages and cons in this discussion report with respect to dispensing justice in society. 
What is a magistrate?
A person to holds a judicial position in lower magistrate courts plays an important role in the justice administration in most of legal systems called the magistrate. The local community elect and appoint a magistrate to bring justice to the community. There is a wide range of civil and criminal cases to make valid decisions on certain matters like sentencing, preliminary hearing, and bail by the authorized magistrate. The justice accessibility provides authentic and local perspectives and elaborates on community issues in preliminary hearings. Some of the magistrate work without being paid to serve the community voluntarily as magistrates (Roland, Everington and Marshall, 2020). 
A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom.
The magistrate is an unpaid volunteer selected from the community to undergo different training sessions regarding judicial duties in the jurisdiction. In the UK, courts of magistrate handle most of the criminal cases and civil issues. 
There are numerous reasons to exercise justice in the UK jurisdiction by elected magistrates. The legal system and local community also provide a link between the local community and legal systems. In the local community, the magistrate also has a deep understanding of culture, issues, and customs in decision-making processes. They become able to make sound decisions with respect to the community’s needs and preferences to increase the relevancy and accessibility of justice in the community (Seifi, Mirahmadizadeh and Eslami, 2020). 
Magistrates also play an important role in the justice system’s efficiency due to their involvement in preliminary civil issues, criminal cases, and other bail hearings to extract cases that do not require to be taken to the higher court to lift the burden of the higher judiciary. 
Additionally, the financial burden of the judicial system is also minimized with the volunteer work of magistrates without pay and monthly income to bring justice to the community. A wider presentation of the population also ensures that justice is dispensed to bring different perspectives to the decision-making procedures in the jurisdiction (Ma et al., 2019). 
Hence, there are many limitations also connected with the magistrate’s responsibilities and duties in the UK. Limited legal training and expertise are also compared to professional judges. With extensive training and experience, they are far better and more expert than legal professionals (Carleyon and Greenstone, 2021). 
In recent years, many of the magistrate courts have been closed with the justice accessibility. Longer distances, reduction in convenience, and increased costs of potential expenses also has been inclined with the closure of the magistrate office courts (Browning et al., 2021). 
What are their main responsibilities?
There are a wide range of important responsibilities are associated with the UK magistrates and some of the main and primary duties have been elaborated in the below section. 
1. Preliminary Hearings: Preliminary hearings are being supervised by the magistrate to evaluate enough evidence to proceed with the case in trial. Prosecutors and defense present the evidence and the magistrate assesses them to make sound and error-free decisions regarding bail application (Cox, Spence and Pidgeon, 2020). 
2. Sentencing: A wide range of criminal offenses have been sentenced under the supervision of a magistrate according to the seriousness of the offense, evidence present, and aggravating factors to determine the appropriate punishment. Sentences of the criminals have different forms like Custody, community orders, rehabilitative measures, etc (Howell and Kalleberg, 2019). 
3. Bail Hearings: all the decisions regarding granted bail and remanded in waiting trial are being made by the magistrate. Different factors are also included while making judgment to the cases. 
4. Family Proceedings: In family court, magistrates also handle family issues and matters. Different family issues like child protection orders, custody cases, domestic violence injunctions, and adoption proceedings also include in it. Children’s welfare and interests also involved in the decision-making of the cases. 
5. Youth Justice: Individuals under 18 are also comes under the jurisdiction of magistrate to supervise the case with different committed offenses and crimes. Most of the underage individuals also being sent to rehabilitation centers and other support institutes to reform them according to the maturity, gender, and age of the offensive (Vanness, Lomas and Ahn, 2021). 
6. Other Duties: Reviewing and assessment of different factors and reasons also being evaluated by the magistrate along with overseeing the general functioning of the court. 
Thesis
In the justice sector in UK, the magistrate has different responsibilities such as sentencing offender, handling family and youth justice cases, bail decisions, issuing summon dates, and reviewing of all the functions and activities in the justice system of the magistrate court. There are certain limitations also associated with insufficient legal training and court closure due to many factors however, local knowledge and cost-effective volunteering to represent the community contribute to the relevancy, efficiency, and accessibility to the justice system (Fernandez and Shaw, 2020). 
Court closures 
One of the main and key reason to effect the whole justice system is the closure of court in many countries as in UK. Recently, it is noticeable to identify the reason of court closure of magistrate. Association and collaboration of all the court service is the conclusion of closed courts in the justice sector, limited access to the courtrooms for legal proceedings (Prendergast, 2019). 
There are several other drastic and negative impacts that have been caused by the closure of courts. Increased travel distance for both magistrate and defendants. It brings increased costs to be spent in the legal proceedings as transportation fees and time spent during trials. With fewer courtrooms available, the legal proceedings will also be delayed and lead to backlogs and long waiting times for the hearings and trials, etc. Both victims and defendants can have a detrimental impact on their lives as well as the trust will also distorted between the public and the justice system of the society (Warshaw, 2019). 
Closure of courts also limits the access of the public to the justice sectors as a vulnerable and marginalized population has limited transportation means to face financial constraints and other traveling expenses to reach the distance court for regular trials which create hurdles to access proceedings and hinders judicial decisions (Zartman, 2019). 
Efforts are made to navigate different challenges caused by the closure of magistrate courts. There are many ongoing challenges associated with the closure of physical courtrooms to provide equity delivery of justice to the general public. Policymakers and legal authorities also find it hard to find solutions regarding cost-saving accessibility and effectiveness of the jurisdiction in the community (Metcalfe et al., 2020). 
Characteristics 
Magistrate characteristics include connections, local knowledge, and background to serve people. Most of the magistrates in the judicial system are willing to volunteer to serve the community without any cost and link the connection between the community and the justice system to make sounder and context-based decisions making regarding trials and judicial cases according to the research-based facts (Carleyon and Greenstone, 2021). Potential errors and inconsistencies also result in terms of limited legal training and experience than the professional judges in the judicial sector. The key objective of the reform efforts is to address different challenges through enhanced training and support to the magistrates, utilization of advanced technology, and promoting diversity in the magistracy in the judicial system (Ma et al., 2019). 
Advantages or disadvantages.
Advantages:
1. Public Trust and Confidence: Public trust magistrate’s more than professional judges according to the research due to the developing trust of the public in elected magistrates from the community. 
2. Cost-Effectiveness: Financial burden of the judicial system also minimizes unpaid volunteers in studying England and Wales to use magistrates saving significant costs as compared to professional judges (Howell and Kalleberg, 2019). 
Disadvantages:
1. Legal Expertise: Professional judges are more trained than the local magistrate resulting in variation to make decisions and other potential errors with respect to the complexity of the laws in the system. 
2. Recruitment Challenges: There are also many challenges that arise in terms of retention of qualified magistrates (Zartman, 2019). 
Reform 
To address and make effective decisions to enhance the efficiencies of the magistrate in the justice administration refers to reform efforts. Improving the training and support system provided by these reforms also helps to promote diversity, enhance technology implication, and improved accessibility in the justice system by the general public (Vanness, Lomas and Ahn, 2021).  
Limited legal expertise lacking in the local magistrate can be improved by enhancing an extensive training program to ensure all the local and necessary skills and knowledge to make sound and efficient decisions in the sector of justice (Warshaw, 2019). 
To ensure representation and perspectives in the justice sectors by promoting diversity to the justice system to bring new and creative ideas to access and evaluate the evidence to make decisions (Prendergast, 2019). 
The use of virtual and remote court proceedings is also a feature of technological advancement in the justice sector to minimize the drastic impact of the closure of the courts and increase the efficiency and accessibility of the justice system by embracing digital solutions to reduce costs, promote flexibility, and streamline processes in court hearings (Seifi, Mirahmadizadeh and Eslami, 2020). 
Summary/Conclusion
There are many advantages and cons associated with the administration of justice through appointed magistrates from the local community. Many reform efforts with the key role of focusing on diversity, training, and technological advancement to make sure of effective and sound decision-making by the magistrate to make the justice system fair, equal, and accessible to the general public. 
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