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What are the risks of ineffective engagement between police and local communities, and how                         might poor engagement affect community cohesion? Your answer should be based on academic     research, although you may make reference to relevant case studies. (2000 words)

             A crucial component of preserving social order and public safety is the relationship between the police and the communities they serve. However, improper communication between these two parties can result in a number of unwanted consequences, such as decreased trust, raised crime rates, and damaged community cohesion. In order to provide a thorough knowledge of this complicated problem, my study and research on this topic will examine the risk associated with inadequate police-community involvement and the potential effects on community cohesion (Roberg et al.).
             
             The term "community cohesion" has a variety of definitions. Definitions, on the other hand, emphasise the connection between the individual, their group, and larger society. They emphasise giving people chances to communicate, collaborate, form wholesome relationships with one another, and give back to their society. They also stress the significance of a shared vision, values focused on democracy, equality, diversity, tolerance, fairness, and justice, as well as creating a sense of community. It's crucial to make reference to the progression from equality of access to equality of result across society. The Teachers Union (NASUWT), however, thinks that empowerment of people and communities is necessary to promote equality of result. The relationships between people and groups inside the framework of society and institutions must therefore also be addressed. The NASUWT is dedicated to supporting educators and administrators at schools in promoting community cohesion since unions have a crucial role to play in empowering both people and groups. (NASUWT, 2023).

A key component of community cohesion is social capital, which refers to the various networks of relationships between people who live and work in their respective communities. Social capital can be caused to erode by ineffective police-community engagement by causing mistrust and division within the communities between the persons who reside there. This mistrust and division may well be cause due to a lack of positive engagement or promotion from the police, or this could be from previous police failings and the communities they serve losing faith in the police force. (Putnam, 1994). When these issues are caused within the community it can cause a breakdown of community networks and a decrease in collective value. The collective value and power within a community allows persons to maintain social order and solve problems as they arise (Walker, 2016).

             Community policing, a method that places a strong emphasis on forming relationships and cooperating closely with community members, is built on effective police-community involvement (Cherney, 2018). This strategy is based on the idea that police need the community's active cooperation and participation in order to effectively deal with issues related to public safety. When such involvement is successful, it can result in improved community cohesion, less fear of crime, improved perceptions of police legitimacy, and higher trust in the police (Tyler and Fagan, 2008). 

             People in the community view the police as historical models of shared values and norms, as moral role models who solve common issues and uphold the rule of law. The police need to reengage as an active member of the society and represent and defend community values, norms, and morals in order to boost public confidence and reduce crime-related fear. It is either possible or even desirable for police to respond to issues with low-level disruption to society. The underlying root causes of the general public's fear of disorder may be more complex than what can (or ought to be) addressed by law enforcement agencies (Jackson et al., 2009). Police over previous years have acted with at times, brutal force and treated members of the public with utter disrespect, which in turn has had a huge knock on effect as policing progresses. This kind of police behaviour stems from a lack of laws and before the policing by consent policies were brought into effect. Policing by consent is defined as being able to prevent crime and disorder, recognise always the power of police to complete their duties and have approval from the public on their existence, to recognise, secure and maintain respect and approval from the general public, also to seek and preserve public favour. Officers are also expected to use physical force but only where absolutely necessary and justifiable, to maintain a relationship with the public and to promote that police are also members of the public, however they are paid to give full time attention to duties in relation to public reports of crime. Finally, to recognise that police efficiency is the absence of crime and not the evidence of police action being taken to deal with said crimes (Home Office, 2012).

The fundamental components of legitimacy were determined to be a common purpose and trust. Instead of the sense of police effectiveness (in terms of reacting to emergencies, preventing and discovering crime, and maintaining order), this attitude was mostly influenced by the perception of police fairness. In other words, the public's perception of the police as legitimate relied heavily on the belief that officers would treat them with respect, provide fair decisions and take the time to explain to them, and be approachable and courteous. If the police are to take advantage of the public working together, widespread cultural change is likely to be necessary. National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) research on how to make use of police time, for instance, has indicated a dominating belief among officers that visible patrol is essential to being effective and that positive public relations was given a lesser importance. The NPIA is now supporting two forces to better understand how leadership shapes the values of frontline officers and to assess the effects of fresh training on police engagement with crime victims in an effort to solve these larger challenges (Myhill and Quinton, 2011).

A study conducted by (Kirk & Matsuda, 2011) provides evidence that many crimes in poor, minority communities evade criminal justice punishments which in turn leads to a negative association between the proportion of minority residents in each neighbourhood and the arrest rates. To explain the findings, the exploration of legal cynicism is utilised. Legal cynicism is a point of view in which people see the legal system and those who enforce it as unreliable, unresponsive, and unfit to protect the public. Because those people who think the law is unfair are less likely to follow it, crime may grow in areas where there is a high level of legal cynicism. Unfortunately, because of this, crimes may go unreported which means that there is no punishment delivered to the offenders by the Police or the criminal justice system (Hagan et al. 2020).

A further study was conducted between urban and rural youths. The purpose of this study was to compare the role and significance of community cohesion during stressful periods. The breakdown of this study involves social status, stress exposure and personal attributes and how this affects community attachment for these individuals. Community detachment is associated with higher levels of depressed mood, problem substance use, and delinquency; community attachment mitigates the association between stress and issue substance use. Community attachment is associated with decreased odds of problem substance use and delinquency. However, when it comes to sad mood, young people in rural areas demonstrate different benefits from community connection than urban youth and greater vulnerability to stress than urban youth (Van Gundy et al., 2011).

Ineffective police-community engagement can lead to greater racial disparities within policing. My research shows that most of the studies conducted are focused solely on adults within the community and not youths. However, information shows that young persons are more likely to come into contact with police and therefore it is especially important to understand their experiences with police contact and also their perception of the police service (Brunson and Weitzer, 2008). If these young persons have a negative attitude towards the police this can ultimately cause a loss of trust, which would then lead on to a poor cycle of ineffective engagement from the youths and heightened racial disparities within policing (Walker, 2016).

Throughout England and Wales, the problem with failing to engage appropriately with communities was highlighted by major disturbances which occurred in the late 1970’s and most recently, the Brixton riots in the early 1980’s. Due to these riots, community engagement strategies were put into place (Jefferson, 2012). The lack of community engagement can cause a large void in intelligence in relation to critical and/or high-profile incidents. The void that is caused may be filled with negative ideologies about the police and in turn this dramatically affects community confidence. This leads to an extensive list of risks that are associated to ineffective engagement, some of these risks are higher vulnerability around threat, risk and harm, withdrawal from public participation, unrealistic expectations from the public and a negative impact on tactical policing (College Of Policing, 2013). 

The Reassurance Policing Programme (RPP) in the United Kingdom sought to increase public trust in the police by involving local communities in identifying priority crime and disorder problems and working together with other agencies in dealing with them (Brodeur, 2017). Although they are sometimes used the same way, community policing and problem-oriented policing are distinct concepts. Community policing emphasises the development of strong police-community partnerships in a joint effort to reduce crime and improve security, whereas the latter is "typically defined as focusing police attention on the underlying causes of problems behind a string of crime incidents" (Braga, 2002, p. 12). Therefore, while problem-oriented policing is an ongoing aspect of community policing, problem-solving initiatives could take place more frequently within a police department than with the community or other government entities (Grabosky, 2009).

In conclusion, my research shows that there are many risks in modern day policing when it comes to ineffective engagement between the police and their respective local communities, however, some risks have been reduced over time due to previous high-profile incidents and the positive way that police have dealt with these and the engagement of the public to assist. New policing programmes and training has been developed and provided to police officers to try and negate as much negative contact as possible when delivering a service to members of the public and their respective communities. It is clear that if ineffective engagement is prevalent then this causes serious issues with community cohesion, causing a loss of trust and confidence within the police being able to keep communities safe. It appears from assessing all my research that no matter how many years pass from previous police failing, the police service is required to uphold the most professional and proud service possible to be able to maintain a level of security and respect within the communities they serve. It becomes apparent that even if one officer conducts themselves in a poor manner within a community, towards a colleague or members of the public then this reflects badly on the entire police force, which has a significant impact, even if the officer did not commit a crime, but spoke to someone in a bad manner, this would still show that this behaviour and attitude has somehow slipped through the net and into the wider police force that are there to serve and protect the public in which they also reside. 
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To what extent do response officers have a role in counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research, although you may make reference to recent, relevant case studies(2000 words). 

Counter terrorism policing is in place, to protect the public, and our national security. UK police forces have joined forces with the intelligence community to form counter terrorism Policing, which works to prevent, discourage, and investigate terrorist activity. It has a network of regional units that offer their respective regions specialised support and coordination. Additionally, it focuses on protective security measures, including the use of armed professionals, the carrying out of defensive searches, and prevention of drone threats. In order to make the world an unsafe environment for terrorists to operate, it provides free training and promotes public alertness. (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2018). 

Response police officers play a number of roles in counter terrorism, including finding potential terrorists who reside in or operate within their area of responsibility, assisting in the protection of targets who are particularly vulnerable, coordinating the first response to terrorist attacks, and working regularly with other units in fighting the threat of terrorism. to employ individuals in a variety of specialised professions, including communications, forensics, digital exploitation, financial investigations, and community relations.
 By identifying those who are at danger, evaluating the nature and severity of that risk, and creating the best assistance plan for the persons in question, work with other organisations (such as health and education agencies) to protect those who are at risk of being persuaded into terrorism (Clarke and Newman, 2019).

The United Kingdom (UK) government has generally classified crowded areas as potential terrorist targets. Therefore, it is essential that security personnel in charge of crowd control receive adequate support and security awareness training to enable them to enhance protection. Some of the classified crowded areas are shopping centres, sports stadiums, pubs, clubs and bars (Booth et al., 2022). On the evening of 22nd May 2017, a terrorist attack happened in the Manchester arena in the UK, this happened during an Ariana Grande concert as was completely unexpected, thus being one of the most recent, most talked about terror attacks within the UK. A male by the name of Salman Abedi, entered the foyer as the concert was ending, detonated a bomb contained in a rucksack he was wearing, killing 22, injuring 139 physically, and many more suffered psychological injuries as they made their way through the Arena's foyer towards the exits, where many parents were waiting to collect their children who attended the concert. Since the July 7th London Underground and bus bombings that killed 52 people and injured over 700 more, this was the first successful terrorist bombing in the UK to use an improvised explosive device (IED) (Lowe, 2020). 

Due to the Manchester arena bombing a review of the policing response and actions taken by the emergency services that attended this disaster. This review took a dive into risk awareness and particularly digital technologies, including social media and how important they now become in detecting terror attacks before they happen and also a way to disseminate information to the public as quickly as possible. Social media, which is heavily reliant on digital technologies, is growing in importance as a means of exchanging information. This raises concerns about how information webs affect risk awareness' ability to persist. What are the trends in how people use websites like Wikipedia to find information about great catastrophes? Is there a connection between news stories about the event that were published in the media and people's intentions to use Wikipedia to look up further details? What are the historical trends of the traffic on the Wikipedia page for the Manchester bombing? (Yosipof et al., 2017). During the Manchester bombing, members of the public were using a live video stream on to social media to publicly broadcast what was happening at the location, this kind of video was shared very quickly across the internet and at this point, it was realised by police forces that social media is a very fast way to get a message out of an urgent nature. The videos that were shown online also allows police officers to watch them and seize as evidence to be able to get a better understanding of what actually happened within the arena and outside. 

One of the most globally known terrorist attacks are those that took place in the United States of America on September 11, 2001, they had a significant impact on American policing and forced police agencies to significantly change a number of aspects of their operations, training, and policy. Due to these events, police forces across the world reviewed their policies and strategies. Police forces were forced to rapidly improve the sharing of terrorism intelligence among agencies at all levels as well as conduct more advanced intelligence gathering and analysis. Additionally, there is a need for more sophisticated operational guidelines for dealing with terrorism, increased collaboration and resource sharing among local public safety organisations, and more thorough training that exposes police officers to the realities of modern terrorist tactics and activities (Henry, 2002). 

The main objective of the "war on terror" was immediately defined to be protecting civilisation in the early aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks on America. This inclusion of civilisation, whether on purpose or not, was related to Samuel Huntington's "Clash of Civilizations" idea. International practises including extrajudicial assassination, extraordinary rendition, and torture have made the shadowy side of counterterrorism visible throughout the so-called "war on terror." Despite the negative effects of Western governments' policies on their native Muslim populations, social and political research has been comparatively underdeveloped. Additionally, the UK government's efforts to increase social restraints within the nation-state and use violence are found to have hidden costs. The thesis is said to be useless when attempting to understand the underlying processes, despite the fact that counterterrorism efforts are promoting a vicious cycle of hatred that could be used to support the 'Clash of Civilizations' theory (Vertigans, 2010).

In a study conducted by the British Journal of Criminology, they found that even while there is an increasing amount of study on the psychological effects of terrorist attacks, there is still comparably little empirical analysis of how they affect people's fears of future attacks, opinions of the police, or the unity of society. Based on interviews with almost 100,000 Londoners, they discovered higher levels of anxiety after the majority of domestic attacks. More unfavourable evaluations of the police's capacity to respond to emerging threats temper improvements in their overall ratings. Additionally, they discovered that when compared to Islamic terror strikes, far-right incidents are less closely associated with alterations in public opinion of the police and worries about impending attacks. Social cohesiveness effects are less predictable. They observed decreases in cohesiveness after certain attacks but rises after others (Fenn and Brunton-Smith, 2020).

Since January 2007, 75 people have been found guilty of major terrorist charges and sentenced to more than 1,000 years in prison. Particularly, more over half of them entered guilty pleas. 34 people continue to await trial (Bettison, 2009). The reason for so many potential terrorists being caught and handed jail terms is due to good police work. The police are expected to conduct many enquiries and actions in the fight against terrorism. The police need to discredit the ideology sustaining violent extremism and give alternative narratives and concepts more prominence and credibility, challenge extremist ideology and encourage mainstream voices. Disrupt those who support violent extremism and aid the organisations where they are present in order to make them ineffective while strengthening institutions' ability to deal with individuals who support violent extremism. So that vulnerable individuals are encouraged to identify and pursue compelling and good alternatives to violent extremism activity, support those who are being targeted and recruited to the cause of violent extremism and develop systems for supporting them and finally, successfully address real complaints that contribute to violent extremism and disprove perceived grievances, address the concerns that ideologues are exploiting (Bettison, 2009).

Growing political and academic criticism has identified Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE), the government's 'hearts and minds' response to the threat of domestic Islamist terrorism within the larger CONTEST strategy, as both ineffective and friendless. In direct opposition to the overriding policy objective of community balance, PVE's monocultural concentration on Muslims has led to demands of both surveillance and the influence of 'value changes' inside Muslim communities. Political disagreement within the Labour administration about how to strike a balance between community participation and policing has led to local confrontations regarding the practical implementation of PVE, and these issues make the future of this crucial anti-terrorism policy area uncertain (Thomas, 2010). 

The UK government provided police with extra powers to be able to deal with and manage suspected terrorist more efficiently. A power for searching premises was granted which allows police to be able to apply for a warrant from the courts to search the premises of any offender released on licence to be able to assess their terrorism risk level. This also includes the police being able to ensure the offender is in compliance with their licence. Additionally, a personal search power was provided which allows police to carry out personal searches on a terrorist offender as and when it is a requirement of their licence conditions. Finally, an urgent arrest power was passed enabling the police to arrest a known terrorist offender for recall to prison if they are in breach of their licence, this arrest power does not require a warrant for it to be carried out (gov.uk, 2022). 

In conclusion, my research shows that the police were not entirely prepared to respond to terrorist incidents due to them not being so common as other offending behaviour. It is clear that any terrorist incident poses a huge threat to national security, to members of the public and to all of the emergency services whom attend to manage the incident. Furthermore, my research suggests that after such major incidents take place like the Manchester Arena bombing, the police, the UK government and law enforcement globally learn and adapt to the way of the terrorist, their behaviours leading up to the incident, how it is carried out and how best to manage and detect this behaviour earlier to prevent such disasters from happening too often. Research shows that extra training and equipment have been provided to police forces across the world to enable frontline officers to be best equipped when they are first on scene, along with extra powers that have been passed by the government. However, it is clear that police forces globally still do need to improve with intelligence lead policing in order to capture terrorist offenders before they cause a catastrophe. With all of this in mind, counter terrorism policing is solely focussed around keeping the general public as safe as possible as well as the communities they reside in, without causing any bias to any particular religion or ethnicity and promoting a good community network allowing better work between the police and their respective communities. 
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