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There are many controversies and challenges to policing by consent and this is a significant issue within policing today. To understand policing by consent, it is essential to identify and discuss where the concept originated from. The Peelian principles play an important role in this discussion as well as the policing Code of ethics (Desai, 2020). To highlight the challenges of policing by consent, a comparison between policing in the eighteenth century, nineteenth century and policing today in the twenty first century will be made. Along with this, examples of police misconduct will be provided to show that it does still happen within policing today. In addition to this, another challenge to policing by consent is social divisions which can include class, race and gender. The public’s view on policing is a main factor of policing by consent and to demonstrate this, statistics will be provided as evidence.  The assignment as a whole will be laid out as a timeline to show what events happened and when they occurred. This will assist with the comparison between different policing centuries to gauge an understanding whether they policed by consent. 
Before the Peelian principles were introduced, there was Charlies, or otherwise known as night watchmen who patrolled the streets of Liverpool between 9pm to sunrise in the eighteenth century. They were mainly comprised of uneducated and weak men with low intelligence who were poorly paid. Their equipment was to a minimum as it included a lamp, self defence equipment and a rattle which was developed into the late eighteenth century by providing them with cutlass. They were not interested in punishing acts of personal violence which infringed with their reliance on public cooperation. They needed as much cooperation as possible because in each district there was only a head constable and 2 assistant constables for each area (Macilwee, 2011). During the time the watchmen were patrolling the streets, the crime rates were increasing at an alarming rate. This was because they were inadequate and ineffective to preventing crime. They were very laid back and often drank and slept whilst on duty instead of being the front face of stopping crime (UK Parliament, 2023). Statistics which proved this statement were evident in crime rates from 1805 to 1825 when watchmen were still working. In 1805, there was around thirty female committals and seventy for male committals. In 1825, this increased to around forty for females and just under two hundred for males (Mcdonald, 1982). At this point, policing by consent wasn’t introduced so the watchmen went by their own terms as they didn’t have a specific framework to follow. One main challenge to policing in the eighteenth century was social divisions, in particular gender. The night watchmen didn’t include any females and they were seen as ‘his’ constables (Cowley, 2011). In society there are many gender related norms in relation to dominance. They are seen to lack physical strength to carry out duties. The types of people the watchmen dealt with were drunken and disorderly people, so if women were patrolling the streets, they could have been taken advantage of as they didn’t have the same power as men did (Pogrebin, 1986). This therefore led to a reduced amount of public trust and cooperation as not all women, children and vulnerable people wanted to speak to men as they didn’t feel comfortable. Moreover, this reduced their ability to police as efficiently which links back to the point made about increasing crime rates. 
Following this introduction of the night watchmen; in 1829, the first official police force was announced from the launch of the Metropolitan Police Act 1829, along with the Peelian principles. The concept of policing by consent was derived from the nine general instructions, or otherwise known as the Peelian principles. They were first introduced to the first police officers of the Metropolitan police service (MPS) or otherwise known as ‘Bobbies’ and ‘Peelers’ by the home secretary of the (MPS) when it was first founded, and he is named Sir Robert Peel. The reason for this origination was to create and define an ethical police force. It also mentions that the police’s authority is dependent on the public cooperation and consent, opposed to the power of the state. Which therefore means that if the public stopped supporting and trusting the police, any authority the police have would disappear (Tudor, 2023). To summarise the Peelian principles, there main focus points are preventing crime and disorder through the means of cooperation of the public, by only using force when necessary and this is to a minimum. Moreover, the phrase, the police are the public and the public are the police is listed, which is about retaining the trust and confidence of the public in order to carry out policing (Loader, 2016). An author named Robert Storch stated the importance of the act in strengthening the grip of the London police on the working class streets. Furthermore, some of the considerable concerns this police force had when it was first introduced was maintaining decorum and order in all public places. By the middle of the nineteenth century these aims had been achieved. This was because the police gained the control over the public by preventing crime which therefore led to the public trusting and supporting the police. This demonstrated that they were policing by consent (Inwood, 2013). There were some challenges to policing by consent during this era. They weren’t presenting themselves as an ethical police force and relating back to the Peelian principles. Statistics to prove this are seen through the number of dismissals of police officers during one day in May 1830 which was just one year after the police force was launched. There was James Rodgers who was drunk and fighting with a woman as well as Michael Svollard for using abusive language and being drunk. From this, the police will build a bad reputation which will fall back on the public and lead to them no longer regaining that trust and confidence. This therefore will make policing very difficult because they will lose their authority and order and leading to crime increasing (Emsley, 2009). 
As the Metropolitan police force started to develop further, there was a case of police misconduct in 1877 named the turf fraud detective scandal which headlined the news as well as causing long lasting damages on the public’s perception on the police. The case involved an attorney and 4 detective inspectors illegally accepting bribes worth ten thousand pounds off a French noblewoman regarding the fake horse races. After being caught out, the criminals then relied on their police accomplices for a more lenient custodial sentence (Bassett, 2021). This poses a threat to the public as they expect the police to be the final port of call when preventing and fighting crime. After cases like this, the public won’t have any trust in the police, so they won’t have anywhere to turn to when reporting a crime to seek justice. This, therefore, will cause a higher number of unreported and unsolved crimes. The public won’t want to cooperate with a police force that goes behind their back as they might fear that if they report a crime, it might not be taken seriously and get put in the shadows (Holmes, 2020). In this case, the police didn’t refer to the Peelian principles, meaning they didn’t police by consent. They lost the publics cooperation, support and trust which therefore lead to them losing their authority. 
1919 sparked a massive improvement to the police service by giving women the opportunity to join the service. After a few years, this was developed even further to give them the power of arrest in 1923. The duties the female officers were given included caring for juveniles, deterring prostitution, and looking after vulnerable people (Met.Police.UK, 2023). However, introducing women into the police force had many negative views. They weren’t accepted like the men and were treated unequally. They were required to be masculine, and they were allowed to be sexually harassed. There were two different reasons to why the police couldn’t police by consent. Firstly, people didn’t like the fact the women were getting treated differently to men and how they were allowed to get sexually harassed. They didn’t want to support the police if this carried on which led to people losing confidence and trust in them. Secondly, other viewpoints were around how women were allowed into the police as people saw them as ‘too weak’ and not fit for the role. People lost trust and confidence in the police this way (Garcia, 2003). Both these points resulted in the police losing their authority and order they had over the public meaning they couldn’t carry out their policing duties of preventing crime. 
Another important framework is the Code of ethics which were introduced in 2014 by the College of Policing. They exercise professional judgement and encourage personal responsibility by constantly reinforcing the values and standards the police are proud of. The police are required to always refer back to the Code of ethics when making a decision, following policies and procedures and when performing any action (College of Policing, 2023). There are 9 Code of ethics which are: accountability, fairness, honesty, integrity, leadership, objectivity, openness, respect and selflessness (College of Policing, 2014). As long as the police use the Code of ethics, they will police by consent as the public will be able to trust the police, have confidence in anything they do, support them from being open and transparent and rely on the police when in need of help. The police will then gain the authority they need to stop crime (Goldsmith, 2005). 
Not all members of the police follow these frameworks leading to incidents of police misconduct and issues surrounding social divisions. On the 3rd of March 2021 a women named Sarah Everard was kidnapped, raped and murdered by a serving Metropolitan police officer named Wayne Couzens. There was issues surrounding the vetting for Couzens and how it was an organisational failure (Lowerson, 2022). All this caused broken trust and anger as the public felt a sense of betrayal by someone in the police abusing their power. The impact of this case will massively affect crimes such as rape, where the victims are going to have feelings of fear and worry as well as feeling quite vulnerable. This is because they will have that thought in their mind if a male police officer comes to interview them and a fear that it might happen to them. They won’t want to tell male police officers what happened to them as they don’t trust them, and they don’t want to be betrayed like Sarah Everard was (Brown & Horvath, 2021). This case has affected the policing Code of ethics because it didn’t show respect, openness, honesty and selflessness. In addition, he wasn’t a leader who the public can look up to and put all their trust into protecting the country and making it safe for everyone. In summary, this case led to the public not trusting, supporting and cooperating with the police which made policing very difficult (Lewis, 2022). 
To conclude, policing by consent is a very important concept that is needed in policing, whether that was in the eighteenth century or now. 2 frameworks which help understand what the concept means and how the police can police by consent are the Peelian principles and the Code of ethics. They both lay out ethical standards the police must follow in order to keep an ethical but professional police force. However, cases of police misconduct and social divisions contradict this because not all police adhere to these frameworks. Starting with the era before an official police force was introduced and we had night watchmen. This led to many issues surrounding gender as it was a male dominant role. When the Metropolitan police force got launched along with the Peelian principles, it was still male dominant, and many people were still drinking on duty and misbehaving which led to them being dismissed. Crime started to increase as the public stopped cooperating with police as they didn’t trust them. Following this, was the turf fraud scandal which affected crime rates as they were going unreported and unsolved. In 1919, female police officers were introduced and given the power of arrest which sparked concerns surrounding their ability to carry out the duty and how they would be treated differently to men. This caused a lack of trust and confidence towards the police. 2014 brought in the Code of ethics, however 7 years after this, which brings us to now was a case which headlined the news. Sarah Everard was kidnapped, raped and murdered by a serving police officer which overall bring us to a conclusion that the police system needs adapting so public confidence of the police is built back up so that the support and cooperation can increase allowing the police to gain authority and make the country safer by preventing crime. 
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