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Introduction:
To answer this question, we need to first address what is kinship and what is blood (in regard to anthropology). Simply in my culture (white English) kinship is based largely on blood, my kin are those who I am related to by blood, my mother, father, brothers and sisters. Even though my younger sister is only a blood relative by my mother (her father is my step-father) I still see and consider her a full sister and nothing less, but she is still blood-kin(consanguineal). We as a family rely on each other, protection, shelter, companionship, each can give something in return for something else, a social trade. This having evolved from a world of trading food for tools, cloth for medicine, practises which are still going on in other parts of the world. Tribal cultures rely heavily on blood and kinship, not just for social reasons but for practical reasons too; basically because they have to just to live. ‘Kinship is defined as the meeting place of nature and culture’ (Carsten 10,2000). 
Bourdieu talks about the ‘field of influence’ the place we live in that is basically governed by political and religious beliefs, for example the troubles in Ireland and northern Ireland, where you live there and your religion will depend greatly on who yo live with who you talk to, work with, even look at and not look at. It also takes into account of course kinship rules and trade. No one lives in total isolation we thrive of our kin and more so our blood kin. It is more symbiotic in tribal cultures as said before because they have to be to survive.
Schwimmer talks of the ‘four universal systems of kinship’ which simplified are: 1 an infant child being raised and taken care of by both parents for a long period of time, 2 close personal relationship/marriage between two or more people, 3 gender defined roles (men hunting women gathering), 4 no incest which allows large family trees to develop. This can be applied to most cultures ‘universal features of kinship systems….’ (https://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/tutor/fundamentals/fund1.html)

 The Yanomamo if living in smaller villages have more marriages out to larger villages in return for military protection ‘Smaller, weaker units, must limit inmarriage and provide brides to neighbouring settlements in return for military support. Chagnon demonstrates this pattern in two villages: 
· Patanowa-teri is a large village of 212 residents and has an endogamy rate of 85% of all marriages. 
· Lower Bisaasi-teri has a population of only 51 and an endogamy rate of 50%’(https://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/tutor/case_studies/yanomamo/marriage.html)
· 
The Yanomamo:
The Yanomamo are a indigenous tribe that live on the border between Brazil and Venezuela, they are also known as ‘The Fierce People’ (a name that itself has caused much debate) this is largely because the headman often threaten or even use violence to deal with peace making. This in turn produces men who fight ‘fierce’.  There kinship is largely based on marriage, the older men of the village usually choose/arrange marriage for the girls/women. This is a process of politics as the men choose accordingly in order to form alliances to suit their best interests, trade etc. but this in turn is a cause of a lot of fighting, undelivered promises, broken alliances and sexual infidelity. Most villages contain two or more paternal lineages, a man’s lineage along with prowess in battle and amount of kinsman greatly determines their success in marriage. 
[bookmark: _Hlk509746814]“coalitions will be composed of males from the same patriline and place of birth who occupy a variety of age and genetic relatedness categories” (Lethal coalitionary aggression and long-term alliance formation among Yanomamö men: 4, 2014)
The Nuer:
The Nuer are a tribe of cattle herders who live in Sudan in Africa. They live in a dry some what hostile land, because of the lack of rain they constantly need to move to find new grazing pastures for their cattle, but when the seasons change the polar opposite forces them to move, heavy flooding and mosquitoes are a terror o be avoided. Cattle are so important to the Nuer because of there kinship value, they are currency(money) wealth beauty and power, even debts are payed off and children named after favoured cows. Thus, one must have cattle in order to marry or be married. When it comes to marriage cows ae exchanged in return for your bride, so in terms f kinship the male gets new kin and greatly extends his family tree and the women’s family gains cattle, each party benefits from this arrangement, even if blood hasn’t been spilled (literally) kinship has been built through cattle.
In conclusion:
In conclusion I think that kinship is largely based on blood, because we recognize our mother and father our direct family we recognize and love and care for them almost uncontionally, but on the other hand as I see it we can have a step dad/mum and after a great deal of time (in my own experience) we see/consider them kin.
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