How does Claudian attack Eutropius in his In Eutropium?

The In Eutropium are two poems written by the Roman poet Claudian in around 399CE. The poems are written as a panegyric and were used as a violation against Eutropius, a politician in the eastern Roman empire and also a eunuch. Eutropius had risen to power in ways which many considered to be both immoral and controversial. His influence had grown quickly due to his control of the court and his close connection to the emperor. Claudian uses his poems to portray Eutropius as an unethical, impotent and feminine by telling his life story. Claudian blames Eutropius for the growing division between both empires and for many other issues within the eastern empire. He then goes on to compare the two empires with the east being both weak and corrupt and the west being strong and powerful. 
In 399 the eunuch Eutropius, the grand chamberlain and power behind the Eastern Roman throne of Honorius's brother Arcadius, became consul. The poemIn Eutropiumis Claudian's brilliantly nasty response. In it he vilifies Eutropius and calls on Honorius's general, Stilicho, to redeem this disgrace to Roman honor. (Jacqueline Long, 1996)

One of Claudian’s favourite lines of attack against Eutropius is in discussing the legitimacy of the way in which he grew in authority. Eutropius was a Eunuch which meant that Claudian saw him as missing traditional factors of Roman nobility such as military service, virtue and most importantly birth. Claudian furthers this point by regularly comparing the high status of the traditional Roman elite with that of Eutropius’ lowly one. He accuses Eutropius of taking positions from these Romans that believes are more deserving of them. Eutropius embodies a change in power from Roman tradition which Claudian believes should reside with the nobility instead of someone with inherently marginal status.

Claudian starts his assault by indicating the insanity of his rise to power. He asks the reader how a former slave is able to quickly to a level of such grand influence. Claudian claims that him holding such a position is both grotesque and unnatural. The claims go on to say that he rose not with military or imperial achievements but instead with adulation and manipulation, Claudian calls this nurturing. Eutropius is made out to look like a usurper in the poems and we are made to believe that he took advantage of the vulnerability and carelessness of his emperor. Claudian uses this line of attack to expand from just Eutropius and goes on discuss the whole political system as it was able for a man of that background to grow in such influence and power.  

In his poems Claudian attempts to show Eutropius as being without principles and as a manipulative, power-obsessed individual who uses his ill-gotten influence over the emperor to progress his personal egotistical aspirations. Claudian actively portrays him as a man who has no qualms in ignoring any form of morality when attempting to gain power. Eutropius is subject to accusation of deceiving the people who assisted his rise and also taking advantage of his position by taking money from the state for himself. The longing for more that Eutropius is shown to have in endless and to get more he will do anything including manipulation and betrayal just to further his cause. 

A particular favourite insult against Eutropius is that he is morally corrupt. Claudian likes to tell the reader that he shows no care for the orthodox values of the Roman elite. Traditionally the Roman elite would have strong values such as honour, justice and duty, all of which Eutropius was unable to display. The values that Eutropius is said to have are those that only further his own personal agenda, without any form of contemplation for others. The corruption shown by Eutropius is most apparent in his control over the imperial court in ways to help himself. He is supposed to have done this by flattering others within the court, creating political uncertainty and sabotaging the authority of those against him.

Throughout the two poems Eutropius is made to look as bad as Claudian can make him look without any ounce of praise or merit. All aspects of his character that Claudian has a problem with are laid out for the reader to see and to judge as Claudian himself has done. To drive his point further Claudian enjoys comparing the acts of Eutropius with that of a member of Romes senatorial class who were traditionally supposed to show both virtue and nobility which Eutropius lacks. He is then used as a metaphor to show the decline in morality that has spread throughout the whole empire.  Claudian tells us that this is not just a behavioural problem but a political one also as a man like Eutropius was able to corrupt and manipulate it to gain the power that he did.

In the world that Claudian lived in the idea of a eunuch was not a favourable one for the people of Rome. Eunuchs were seen as abnormal, feminine and servile. Claudian uses this to his full advantage, he uses this fact to improve his attack upon the character of Eutropius. In the Roman world a eunuch held a very intermediary position, they between man and woman and between free person and slave which means that really one should have been unable to hold a position of power in the court. Claudian enjoys comparing the eunuchs lack of manhood and what that entails with the characteristics of virility and strength that he believes a leader should have. 
In Eutropium1 cites the devastation of the East in 398 to show how the sight of a eunuch defender inspires the barbarian enemy with confidence (1.238–51). Eutropius’s triumphal return from Armenia that year exemplifies his shamelessness (1.252–54). Yet more shamelessly, the poem continues, in return for his triumph Eutropius demands the honor of the consulate for 399 (1.284–85). Finally it depicts his inauguration in January 399 (1.300–316). (Jacqueline Long, 1996)
Eutropius not only has the means of his political growth attacked but his existence also. Claudian paints him as an individual who disrupts social norms and the order of things, an abnormal person who does not belong. It is said in the poems that such a man holding the power that he did was a social and moral disgrace for everyone involved. Claudian believed that a man must be physically and morally whole of which Eutropius has neither. Eutropius is made out to be almost satirical, he is the complete opposite of what a man in his should be. This makes Claudian outraged believing that it was scandalous to have him in the court.
Both the stepwise demonstration of book 1 and the driving movement of book 2 convey outraged mockery of Eutropius. The mode of attack recalls satire generally; Claudian reinforces the resemblance with various specific allusions. His contemporary audience was doubtless well equipped to appreciate echoes of satire. (Jacqueline Long, 1996)

The In Eutropium is a compelling set of poems that goes after Eutropius for his control over the imperial court, his questionable morals and his rapid and unworthy growth in power and status. Claudian uses brutal satire and animated symbolism to paint him as a man without integrity, a perverse individual who’s rapid ascent through the political system is proof of the crumbling values throughout the Roman empire in both a political setting and a social one. The poems tell the reader of the dangers of what can happen to there world with this lack of tradition and the virtues that Claudian believes are superior. Claudian goes on to say that no matter how much power and status such an individual may acquire they will always fall due to their hubris and divine retribution will get them in the end. 
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