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As Bruner states, the “aim of education is to learn”, so therefore I believe that it is vital to provide pupils with a stimulating and exciting resources to assist the topic that we are learning to get the best possible outcome. I have chosen to focus on the theme of space as I believe that the pupils will be excited, and I will also be able to provide stimulating resources, so the pupils will want to learn. I will be focusing my theme on a year four class. It is a year that the pupils can learn new skills and develop on other skills, therefore, I believe that the activities that I will provide will be great for developing them. The activities that I will provide will be cross-curricular as the approach encourages students to see how thinking skills can enable them to approach a topic from a different angle. As Barnes (2007) notes, a cross-curricular approach is the ‘activities and knowledge across the curriculum that are not confined to one subject’. Price (2010) would also agree that teaching cross-curricular activities is important as he states that it “helps them to see the transferability of such skills across their learning in a range of subjects” (National Teaching Research Panel, ‘What are the benefits for teaching and learning of cross-curricular work using thinking skills, techniques and language?’, pg.1). 

Cross-curricular teaching is presented as beneficial to pupils as it strengthens the relevance of coherence of the curriculum for pupils. Gardener (1996, 2004 2006) believes that this is essential for “profound and transferable learning” (An introduction to cross-curricular learning, Barnes, J, 2015, pg.261). Ofsted Report (2002) would also agree that it is beneficial as it “provides pupils with broad and rounded education” (Ofsted Report 2002, The curriculum in successful Primary Schools, pg. 31). Focusing on cross-curricular activities, for my space theme I have chosen an activity which includes cross-curricular links. The activity will begin by reading a book which is called ‘Everything Space’ which is by National Geographic Kids, therefore the book will be informative and will be great for the introduction of the topic as it has everything that the pupils need to know. The book will act as a stimulus for the following activity and it will also allow the pupils to be ‘ready to learn’ (Donaldson 2015). Once the book is read, and the pupils have a sound understanding of what planets are in the solar system then we will move on to the main activity. The activity will consist of the pupils making their own planets, so they can have an idea of the size and colour of each of them. I will separate the pupils into groups, so they can interact with each other and work as a team to produce a display of all the planets. The pupils will also be able to use the ipad’s so they can research about what the planets do and to check their colour for example. I will assist the pupils as I will give them a sheet on how big to make their planets and what colour to make them also. As Bruner and Vygotsky states, the teacher should assist child’s learning and play an active role, so therefore, I shall help them whenever they need assistance. This activity will focus on measurements, for example I will give the groups a planet and what size to make them; 15cm Sun – Yellow. This will therefore increase their mathematical skills as the pupils are using ‘standard measures’. This activity will allow pupils to go into depth about the planets, but it will also increase their skills in a range of subjects. This activity will be cross-curricular as it will focus on subjects such as Literacy as they are reading. The Welsh Government states that pupils should “read for different purposes” (Welsh Assembly Government, Key Stage 2 English Programme of Study, pg.5) as they are reading to gather information and deepen their knowledge. They will be “selecting and using information and ideas from texts” to learn new information about the topic (Curriculum for Wales, Programme of Study for English, pg. 8). Science as they are learning about what is around them, but also using standard measurements to make their planets. Art and design will also be focused on as they will be using a range of materials and experiment with colours. Digital Competence is also included as the pupils will be given the opportunity to use the ipad’s and therefore, improve their skills regarding technology. 

Following on from the first activity, I will show the pupils a helmet that I have made from papier-mache. This will provide the pupils with a stimulus and it will also encourage them to be ‘ambitious learners’ (Donaldson, 2015). Catling (2017) notes that ‘the best teachers use a variety of resources to support and stimulate learning’, so therefore, the astronaut helmet will be great for the pupils. Leading on from the introduction of the helmet, will ask the pupils a range of questions such as ‘Do you know if anyone has been to space?’ and ‘Do you know anyone that has been to space?’. This will get the pupils thinking and it will enable me to see their level of knowledge about astronauts. I will introduce a history timeline of the history of UK space, so we can focus on identity and culture. By focusing on the astronauts, it will allow the pupils to feel a sense of pride and will also allow the pupils to relate to the topic also. The timeline will include events such as when the astronaut Tim Peake left for space and when he returned. The timeline will also focus on a Welsh born astronaut, Anthony Llewellyn, to bring a sense of Welsh culture. This activity is beneficial as it allows pupils to learn, also develop their skills in history, as they are learning about key events and literacy as they are reading and discussing information with the class. This therefore means that this activity is cross-curricular. The activity will also focus of the themes of ESDGC as it will focus on Identity and Culture. Referring to the National Curriculum for Key stage 2, the pupils will be using “timelines to sequence events” (Welsh Assembly Government, History in the National Curriculum for Wales, pg.12). 

“Cross-curricular links enables children to focus, extend and deepen their learning” (Catling, S, 2017). Another cross-curricular activity that I will provide for the pupils is making a spaceship. This activity will follow on from the previous activity as I will ask the pupils “Would you like to be like Anthony Llewellyn and discuss travelling to space?”. This should excite pupils and encourage them to be ‘ready to learn’ (Donaldson, 2015). Before we start the activity, I will show the pupils a range of pictures of spaceships from books and the internet, so they are inspired. We will make the spaceship by wrapping foil around CD’s and a tennis ball to create the effect of a spaceship. After pupils have put the CD around the tennis ball, I will then ask them to “how do you think the spaceship would land?”, therefore, the pupils can decide what material they would like to use for the spaceship to land. I believe that letting the children decide what materials that they would like to use would be a good idea as they can lead their own learning. Piaget would agree as he states that children need to explore and experiment. This activity will allow the pupils to become “creative contributors” (Donaldson, 2015) as they are making their own spaceship and using a range of materials. After the pupils have stuck their materials all together, they will have a spaceship of their own that they have created. This activity will also be cross-curricular as it will focus on science, as we are learning about space, learning about what surrounds us. We are also focusing on Art and Design as the pupils are creating their own project, with a range of materials. The activity will focus on the themes of ESDGC such as Choices and Decisions and Consumption and Waste. The National Curriculum for Wales states that pupils should “investigate the made environment using a variety of materials”, the pupils will be designing and making “three dimensional objects using a range of various materials”. (Welsh Assembly Government, Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales, pg.12 and 13). 

The final activity is a hot seat activity. For the hot seat activity, I will provide the pupils with the helmet that I presented to them previously, so the pupils can wear the helmet to imagine that they are an astronaut. By wearing the helmet, the pupils will be excited and want to join in with the activity. I will explain to the pupils that one of them will go to the front of the class and pretend to be an astronaut. The rest of the class will then ask a range of questions such as ‘Did you like travelling to space?’, ‘What did you travel to space in?’ (the pupil that is chosen to be the astronaut should be able to answer most questions asked as the class will learn the same information). If the pupils can, I would encourage them to answer some questions in Welsh, even “Oes” and “Nac Oes” so develop their Welsh skills. Pupils will be encouraged to “communicate clearly and confidently” by “conversing with a variety of audiences” (Welsh Government, Welsh Second Language, pg.11). This activity will also be an effective way of ‘sharing ideas and information’ (DCELLS d. 2008;pg.12). Piaget would agree that the hot seat activity would be beneficial to pupils as he states that children should be encouraged to discuss and debate with each other, and teacher acts as a guide. This activity is beneficial as it will clarify, and possibility extend knowledge. The activity will also be beneficial to myself as it will allow me to see what the pupils have learnt about the theme. Hattie (2009) notes that to achieve successful teaching and learning, there needs to be a good relationship with the teachers and students and a great quality of teaching. This activity will also be cross-curricular as it will involve Literacy as the pupils will be developing their Oracy skills by discussing idea’s and information. Referring to the English Programme of study, the pupils will be “communicating for a range of purposes” and they will be “explaining information and idea’s” (Curriculum for Wales, Programme of Study for English, pg.2 and 3). Expressive Arts as the pupils will be taking on a role and speaking about their experiences. Science and Technology will be focused on also as the information that we will be discussing will be all about space. ESDGC will be focused on as we are focusing on the Natural Environment, as we are discussing space and what surrounds us. 

All the activities that I have spoken about above include cross-curricular teaching. Many have recognised that cross-curricular teaching is important for pupils, so they can have more opportunities for a more creative curriculum. Teaching a cross-curricular approach is appealing and Hayes (2010) would agree as he refers to the approach being “seductive”. Cross-curricular teaching and learning has many advantages and key thinkers do support the teaching such as Barnes. Barnes (2012) notes that the learning is a powerful way to prompt creative thinking. Donaldson would therefore promote cross-curricular learning as it will create ‘creative and enterprising individuals’ (Donaldson 2015). Additionally, another advantage of cross-curricular teaching is that it is extremely flexible, due to teaching lasting a day, term or even a year. Cross-curricular learning is portrayed to be more relevant to learners also (Rowley and Cooper, 2009).  Additionally, cross-curricular teaching adds further interest and enjoyment by enabling pupils and teachers to access the curriculum in innovative ways. However, cross-curricular teaching has been criticised as it is difficult to include many subjects into the same topic. Barnes (2012) would agree with this statement as he notes that ‘subject progression is hard for one subject, let alone a few’. Teachers struggle with cross-curricular learning as they do not have experience or training to teach these lessons (Barnes and Shirley, 2007). 

Cross-curricular teaching and learning comes with its advantages and disadvantages, however, as research shows, pupils do benefit from lessons which include cross-curricular activities, like what I have included above. Cross-curricular teaching can enable pupils to have lessons which are relevant, and it can also “generate creative thinkers” (Barnes, 2012). Byrne (2012) would agree as he notes that it can improve students thinking skills. Although cross-curricular teaching is seen to be excellent for pupils, teachers need to make sure that they are trained and have experience in teaching this approach. However, we need to make sure that our pupils are getting the best education possible as “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” Nelson Mandela.
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