Compare and contrast the San and with the Mbuti.

The San and the Mbuti both classified as ‘hunter/gathers’.  It is not enough to say ‘hunter/gatherer’, can they be the same when their surroundings are diverse, San from Kalahari, desert land devoid of forest, open, dry, suffering drought and the Mbuti ‘dwelling’ (Ingold,) within the Ituri Forest. 
 San and Mbuti both hunt and both gather, this cannot be disputed.  Traditions and culture are different as they are similar.  Neither cultivate land, farm or keep livestock.  San and Mbuti are reliant on their surroundings, move with seasons, living together in groups.   Both use music and sound, San in rituals around their fires, more often through the night and the Mbuti use sound and their music to make their Forest joyous and happy and to awaken it during times of discord. 
 San and Mbuti are egalitarian, having no leader, chief, or hierarchy.  Each have ways in which an accord is reached, maintaining equality.  San use ostracising, deterring pride and unrest.  One such example following a hunt, bringing back their spoils, there is no praise, indeed the opposite occurs, ‘insulting the meat’ suggesting it is not the best and the hunter could have done better.   No one person praised, therefore no egos.  Fear of ostracization, an ultimate punishment,  no people, kin, security would likely lead to their demise. 
The Mbuti have a different egalitarian way of life.  It is the children that help to keep the calm.  The children gather together in a ‘Bopi’,  their playground, learning life skills together and imitating.   Turnbull says in his writing “like children everywhere, (Mbuti) children love to imitate their adult idols”.  (Turnbull, 1962, p128) 
 The children born of the Forest seen as pure, untainted, highly regarded, if necessary, going amongst bickering adults, quietening them with threats, amounting to a great deal of mischief.     
 The forest provides Mbuti with materials for shelter, food, medicines.  Mosko uses Turnbull to show how it may be described “the one standard by which all deeds and thoughts are judged” (Turnbull 1961, p125).   The Mbuti see the forest as both mother and father, providing for their needs.   
The San are born onto their land.  Marshall writes that with the birth, ‘a supernatural essence that forever after connects the person born with certain forces in the world around him” (Marshall, 1959, p161).  The San awareness of their surroundings, knowledge of plants, berries and medicinal properties of plants, roots shows deep understanding.   An ability to become like the animals they hunt, working with their surroundings appears to justify those comments.
It can be concluded that San and Mbuti are born into or born of their surroundings, being more than just a hunter/gatherer.  
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