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In 1938 a formal ethics code was formed the APA created a temporary committee on scientific and professional ethics. Which was not adapted on until 1947 when a separate organisation developed ethical standards which were approved in 1958. So was there any well-founded ethics during the time George Miller conducted his study. 
In terms of valid consent, we know in modern views that all participants should provide full valid consent where participants should know the full aims of the study and what tasks they will have to complete. So we would expect Miller to ensure participant know the information regarding the test on their memory abilities so they can make a valid decision of their participant. However, in the 1950s consent was not yet modified so therefore Miller would have only been expected to give a small amount of information of his study to the participants. So, although in modern view this raises major ethical issues, this was seen completely acceptable during the 1950s. 
In modern view, it is expected that participants are not deceived unless necessary and there was no other way to test the aim. However, during the 1950s deception had hardly any ethical concern and participants would receive little information regarding the study and were not always debriefed afterwards. Due to Miller’s study being based on participants memory abilities we can assume that participants would have had to be deceived from the aim. However, we would expect them to be debriefed afterwards as this is always mandatory in modern psychology. During the 1950s, debriefing was not always followed through and if so, was kept minimal.  This doesn’t raise many ethical alarms as we still do have cases of deceiving participants in today’s society, it is just advance to debriefing them afterwards. 
Although in the modern society George miller’s study raises concerns, there were positive outcomes that came from it. Miller’s work helped the cognitive revolution which shifted psychology from primarily behaviourism to the study of mental processes in particular memory. Miller also help to develop training 
To conclude, although there are elements of Miller’s study that raise ethical concerns to us in modern society. Would you go back to this generation to see the difference? Or do you believe psychology has made a greater change. 
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