Proprietary Estoppel: Core Cases 
	Case
	Key Facts / Context
	Key Legal Principle

	Crabb v Arun DC [1976] Ch 179
	Landowner relied on council indication that access would be granted.
	Proprietary estoppel can create an easement/right of way. Remedy should do the minimum equity necessary.

	Thorner v Major [2009] UKHL 18
	Farmer worked for years expecting to inherit farm.
	Assurance need not be express; it must be sufficiently clear in context.

	Yeoman's Row v Cobbe [2008] UKHL 55
	Developer relied on informal commercial agreement.
	PE rarely assists uncertain commercial negotiations; unconscionability is central.

	Taylors Fashions Ltd v Liverpool Victoria Trustees [1982] QB 133
	Tenant improved property expecting lease renewal.
	Modern foundation of PE based on unconscionability.

	Knowles v Knowles [2008] UKPC 30
	Family property dispute.
	Assurance must be sufficiently clear and certain.

	Gillett v Holt [2001] Ch 210
	Employee devoted life to landowner on promise of inheritance.
	Unconscionability lies at the heart of proprietary estoppel.

	Jennings v Rice [2002] EWCA Civ 159
	Carer expected to receive house.
	Remedies should be proportionate to detriment and expectation.

	Guest v Guest [2022] UKSC 27
	Son worked on family farm expecting inheritance.
	Expectation-based relief unless disproportionate.

	Davies v Davies [2014/2016]
	Daughter worked on family farm for low wages.
	Repeated assurances plus detrimental reliance can establish PE.

	Habberfield v Habberfield [2019] EWCA Civ 890
	Daughter worked on farm expecting inheritance.
	Court may award monetary compensation instead of land.

	Wayling v Jones [1995] 2 FLR 1029
	Claimant worked believing he would benefit.
	Reliance may be inferred from conduct.

	Greasley v Cooke [1980] 1 WLR 1306
	Housekeeper remained after assurances.
	Reliance may be presumed once assurance and detriment shown.

	Campbell v Griffin [2001] EWCA Civ 990
	Claimants cared for elderly man expecting home.
	Caring responsibilities and life choices may constitute detriment.

	Inwards v Baker [1965] 2 QB 29
	Son built bungalow on father's land.
	Building on land in reliance on assurances constitutes detriment.

	Southwell v Blackburn [2014] EWCA Civ 1347
	Woman gave up secure accommodation.
	Relinquishing valuable rights can be substantial detriment.

	Pascoe v Turner [1979] 1 WLR 431
	Claimant improved house after promise of ownership.
	Transfer of freehold may be appropriate remedy.

	Yaxley v Gotts [2000] Ch 162
	Informal property agreement.
	PE can overcome lack of statutory formalities.

	Sledmore v Dalby (1996) 72 P&CR 196
	Occupier had already received substantial benefits.
	Court balances benefits against detriment suffered.






