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Task One: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan’s task)

In today’s society, language within art can be a barrier when it comes to communicating point of views, with signs and symbols having multiple meanings depending on personal culture and knowledge of how you look at art in its many forms as this can impact how art is perceived, for example, you only know something to be true, that you are told is true in the world (Plato’s the allegory of the cave 360 B.C). With knowledge being easier to access today with the use of the internet, the view of the world has become more different, simply by looking at information about the past, as well as knowledge that others are able to share about how they perceive things to be, based off this open source information that is easily accessible with modern technology.
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(Music for the heart)
The aesthetic of the image of a heart and headphones symbol’s denotation of, music for the heart, when connotated can also signify, listen to your heart, or even, your heart is the life force of music, as well it the possible meaning of, music is life, with the Metonym of headphones, bright red colour that signifies passion and white at the centre of the heart to signify purity, and orange at each side for the headphones speakers to signify warmth, the symbolism in this image can also signify a deeper meaning to say, we can hear the emotions of the composer through the music made, or the music an individual listens to, due to colour being perceived differently to others, with some individuals being colour blind, the image has to communicate in a way that can still be understand, with music bypassing many languages, and with music being woven into the fabric of life, instrumental music is able to be understood no matter what language the listener speaks, this image also has a true symbolic value, as we all know and love music in its many forms, putting aside the many arguments of how music can be analysed based from the appeal to the masses (Gracyk T, action for change in the music industry, May 2004), With the Hyper normalisation that music is good for your soul, many do not consider the psychological aspects of how certain genres and lyrics can alter the overall perspective that someone has of life, this can in turn create a lot of alternate viewpoints of the world and society as a whole, and in turn can alter what is perceived within any form of art, due to the individual only being able to perceive what they know to be true. With most artists creating in a way that there can be many hidden meanings and/or messages in their art, in such a way that the hidden information/knowledge which is unknown to others ,is in fact having a subconscious effect on society thus giving a negative impact (Neil postman 1985 amusing ourselves to death) but with the rise of technology and open source information all hidden knowledge is now making its way into the mind of everyone which can ultimately lead to a major change in the way art is created and taught.
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Task Two: Manifesto (Julia’s Task)

1. Music can help with spiritual growth.
2. Everything around us in nature is music.
3. Music is woven into the fabric of our daily lives thus making music creation an ethical subject.
4. Music ideas are influences by others and the connections made to other people around us.
5. Vibrational frequency and rhythm of music can have an effect on us in many ways, some music can even be healing when assisting with meditation. 
6. We must strive to better the creativity of music and understand how it affects us not just as individuals, but as a society. 
7. Music is a healthy outlet and a means of communicating with others.
8. When creating music, it should contain a message that gains the attention of the listener on a positive note.
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Tibetan Singing bowl.
In this era of technology, with most music being made with computers, digital plugins and 
samples, the spiritual aspect of music is no longer what it used to be, where most musicians 
wish to express themselves in their art and find ways to connect/communicate with others, 
most tend to create music in the attempt for personal gain and thus, leave out the main 
purpose of the art of music, which is to produce a positive message with or connect with their 
inner self as a means to self-inspire, and overall unlock ideas that may be hidden away within 
the subconscious via the use of meditation, which music itself also has a role in assisting with. 
Next to the spiritual aspect of music there can be a science behind why we create and/or 
listen to the music we do and why the spiritual aspect may not be taken into account with 
some, most may see creating music as a way to connect with positive memories of the past 
and create a sense of nostalgia, adding to this 
“the simple enjoyment are examples of aesthetic emotions people feel when listening to music” (Brattico et al., 2013)
Keywords: spiritual growth, meditation, nostalgia.
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(Tree of life)

Music can be created from all the sounds that we hear around us every day, music is woven into the fabric of life at a level that most people pay no attention to, as Nikola tesla said 

“if you want to find the secrets of the universe think in terms of energy, frequency and vibration.” (Nikola tesla). 

It is well known that music itself is sound vibrations at different frequencies, but absolute knowledge of this is not discussed when making music, the simple sounds of rustling leaves can create an audible sound of the ocean when brushed together repeatedly and can have a more dramatic affect if recorded and then edited on software, yet the vibrational aspect is not ever mentioned when doing such simple tasks. The sound of footsteps of people walking down the street can be a percussion instrument alongside the atmospheric sound of the rain. Music has many forms and when different techniques used together, it can create vast worlds of audible sounds of music in its many possible forms for the enjoyment of others.

Keywords: Nature, vibrations, energy.
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(Shapes of frequency vibrations.)
The vibrations of frequencies create certain shapes when using the correct equipment, these shapes, as aesthetic in nature as they are, could hold valuable information, specifically when look at the possible affects that certain sounds frequencies have on life when it comes to people and even plants and the overall possibility of there being something beneficial to this knowledge for life around the planet. With the advances in effects of sound waves on plants research shows it is undeniable that sound frequencies have an effect on plant growth (Journal of integrative agriculture vol 12, issue 2, February 2014, pages 335-348) this would suggest that organic life in all forms can have a reaction to certain frequencies that can be beneficial and with this knowledge added into the music industry could have a lot of positively useful results for humanity.

Keywords: Vibrations, frequencies, humanity.
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Task Three. (Jon’s Task)
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(Green day, American idiot, cd art.)

The song American idiot by green day became popular upon its release on September 

20th 2004, most wouldn’t know at the time that the political view that this song has 

would end up becoming an overall topic in the years ahead, on a big scale

Green days political viewpoint that the mass media were using propaganda to 

stir up paranoia and hysteria, originated upon the band members not feeling that 

the world leaders no longer represented them, at the time the song was released 

was during the bush era of the American presidency, and made in relation to the 

media’s reporting on Iraq, with lead singer Billie Joel stating 

“I felt this moment of rage and patriotism” (https://www.npr.org/2010/05/27/126395459/billie-joe-armstrong-from-green-day-to-broadway?t=1578148960162).

Many people were in agreement with the lyrics of this song against all over the 

world, especially here in the United Kingdom with the involvement of the then 

prime minister Tony Blair’s involvement. The song’s popularity was due to 

society agreeing that we do not feel represented by our leaders, and that our 

views were being ignored, eventually this would lead to many starting their own 

research on why things were the way they are, and this created an ever 

increasing tension around the world as to why those who are supposed to 

represent us are ignoring us and acting for self-gain which had been causing 

more harm to our countries as time went on. Today we all see the media to be 

filled with lies, and I myself have come to the realisation through this song and 

how it has made us realise that the only way we can get the truth is to do our 

own research, and the more of us working together in the overall search for 

truth will result in many things changing, this is shown upon the situation 

known as Brexit, where people are no longer allowing the media to tell them 

what to think and are instead focusing more on the facts that need to be present 

before any decision is made, this all shows how music can change society and 

how people view everything in the world, and I feel this also shows how music 

can be used in a positive manner to get a message across. Even though music can be used for 

positive outcomes it could be used for negative reasons, but all of this depends on many 

factors as is known in music psychology 

“music has been shown to exert a powerful influence in areas as disparate as the formation of 
a sense of self-identity” ("Music Psychology." International Journal of Psychology 51.S1 (2016): 854-58. Web.) 

it is for this reason further understanding on how music can be used for the betterment of 

society and humanity as a whole, by further researching not just how certain music can affect 

us but also how frequencies can affect us when it comes to our health, as research has already 

shown to have 

“positive physical effect” (MCLELLAN, L., MCLACHLAN, E., PERKINS, L and DORNAN, T., 2013 Music and health. Phenomenological investigation of a medical humanity. Advances in health sciences education, 18(2), page 172).
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