[bookmark: _MV3BS_44]Trace The Origin and Development of a Saint’s Cult – Saint Hywel
What is a Saint?
Originally, when they first started to be publicly venerated in the 2nd century, a saint was someone who was venerated by the local Chrisitan community after being martyred for showing extreme holiness. The ability to perform miracles was an ultimate proof of sanctity, including through secondary relics (objects that had been in contact with the saint). In the 11th century, the papacy grew in its power and local Christian communities wanted a more official procedure for venerating their local saints, which would give their Saints a heightened status and avoid ‘fake’ saints and their cults from growing. Around 1080, the papal created legal requirements for canonisation and began appointing investigations into saint candidates, first investigating their lives, then if they were deemed worthy, the miracles they performed would be investigated and held against the standards of the time. This system is still in place today. The secondary relics of saints, such as their clothes or objects they had touched, as well as bodily remains of the saint like their bones, were considered by churches to give protection to them, so it was popular to have a saint’s relic in a church. When different relics dedicated to and associated with the same Saint were split between different churches across the country, that saint would become known in these different areas and their cult would spread. Celtic saints, particularly ones from Scotland and Ireland, were only considered to be official if they were venerated in England. When memorials of saints were attacked in an attempt to crack down on ‘fake’ saints, the ones in Scotland and Ireland were destroyed more thoroughly than any ones in England, leaving less evidence of Celtic saints. The cults of these saints did not disappear though, so stories of the saints continued on and many of them got blended with local folklore, with place names in Celtic regions relating back to a local saint suggesting the sheer number of saints that have since had their stories lost.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  David Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints, 5th edn., Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2011) <https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/display/10.1093/acref/9780199596607.001.0001/acref-9780199596607-miscMatter-0005#> [Accessed 13 December 2024]] 

Who was Saint Hywel?
Saint Hywel is a Celtic saint who lived in approximately the late 5th to the early 6th centuries, and he has been conflated various times into different pseudohistorical legends. There are several variations of his name and station: he’s a Saint in Wales (Hywel) and England (Howel), in Brittany he is a King, Hoel Mawr (Hoel the Great), and in Thomas Malory’s Le Morte de’Arthur he is a knight, Sir Howell of the Round Table.[footnoteRef:2] Some traditions credit his father as Emyr Lladaw, although ‘Lladaw’ was a term that many Welsh used to refer to the men who ruled Brittany, so ‘Emyr Lladaw’ was not a singular historical person, but a title.[footnoteRef:3] The alleged historical figure of Hywel was the son of Budic II, who was King of Cornouaille in Armorica (which included the Brittany peninsula) from 478 until he and his sons, including Hywel, fled from a usurping cousin, Marchil Chillon, and took refuge in Dyfed, under King Aergol Lawhir. There, Budic took a wife, though there are two different versions of who he wed. In The Life of St Euddogwy, he marries Anawfedd (also called Anowed or Arianwedd), whose brother was Saint Teilo, and she gave birth to three sons: Euddogwy, Ysfael, and Tyfái, before they returned to Brittany. However, in Geoffrey of Monmouth's Historia Regum Britanniae, Hywel is first presented as the son of Budic and the sister of Uther Pendragon and Ambrosius Aurelianus (who would later become the legendary figure Merlin), making Hywel the first cousin of King Arthur. Later in Historia Regum Britanniae Hywel is instead shown to be the son of Budic and Anna, Arthur’s sister, making him Arthur’s nephew.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Early British Kingdoms, Hoel Mawr, 'King of Brittany' (2001) < https://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/hoel1by.html> [Accessed 14 December 2024]]  [3:  Darrell Wolcott, The Family Of Emyr Llydaw < http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/id305.html> [Accessed 15 December 2024]]  [4:  Early British Kingdoms, Budic II, King of Cornouaille (2001) < https://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/budic2by.html> [Accessed 15 December 2024]] 

[image: ][image: ]Churches Dedicated to Saint Hywel
Whilst in exile in Wales, Saint Hywel is credited to have founded Llanhowell, a settlement in the community of Llanrhian in Pembrokeshire which is within the kingdom of Dyfed. He is considered Llanhowell’s patron saint by the local cult there.[footnoteRef:5] In Llanhowell is the Church of St Hywel, which is a Grade II* listed building. It’s unclear when exactly it was built, but the church was first mentioned in 1290 and the parish has existed since at least 1302.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  GDLMA Churches, Llanhywel: Church of St Hywel (2018) < https://www.gdlmachurches.co.uk/llanhywel-church-of-st-hywel/> [Accessed 16 December 2024]]  [6:  CADW, Full Report for Listed Buildings: Church of St Hywel < https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=en&id=12423> [Accessed 16 December 2024]] 
Figure 2: Interior of Saint Hywel's Church, British Listed Buildings <https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/300012423-church-of-st-hywel-llanrhian/photos>
Figure 1: Church of Saint Hywel, GDMLA Churches <https://www.gdlmachurches.co.uk/llanhywel-church-of-st-hywel/>

In Monmouthshire there is a church in Llanllowell dedicated to Saint Llywel, though due to parish records from the 16th century spelling the church name as Llanhywel it is theorised that it was originally dedicated to Saint Hywel.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  S. Baring-Gould, The Lives of The British Saints, Vol. III (London: The Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion, 1907) pp. 288-289] 

Other Saints Associated with Saint Hywel
There are a fair number of saints associated with Saint Hywel. In the version of his story where Budic II marries Anawfedd, he would be Saint Teilo’s nephew, as Anawfedd was Saint Teilo’s sister. Saint Hywel had many children, all of whom were saints. Welsh traditions name him the father of Saint Hywel Fychan (Hywel the Younger). In a Iolo manuscript, Achau’r Saint, Hywel is known as Hywel Farchog (meaning knight), and he has four sons listed there: Saint Hywel Fychan, Saint Dwyfael (or Saint Dwywai),[footnoteRef:8] Saint Derfel Gadarn, a monk and abbot who fought as a soldier in the battle of Camlan and the patron saint of Llanderfel,[footnoteRef:9] [footnoteRef:10] and Saint Arthfael (better known as Saint Armel) who is theorised to possibly be the historical King Arthur.[footnoteRef:11] Saint Hywel was said in some traditions to be married to Saint Pompeia of Langoat, from whom he had two sons, Saint Tudwal (or Saint Tugdual) [footnoteRef:12] and Saint Leonorus (or Saint Leonorious),[footnoteRef:13] and a daughter, Saint Scaeva.[footnoteRef:14] Saint Hywel is also traditionally the father of Tewdwr Mawr (Theodor the Great, also called Teudric) who succeeded his father as King of Cornouaille.[footnoteRef:15] [8:  Youmans Family History Tree, Dwywau ap Hywel <https://sites.rootsmagic.com/GonyonHistory/individual.php?p=109416> [Accessed 17 December 2024]]  [9:  David Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints, 5th edn., Derfel (Oxford University Press, 2011) <https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/display/10.1093/acref/9780199596607.001.0001/acref-9780199596607-miscMatter-0005#> [Accessed 17 December 2024]]  [10:  Early British Kingdoms, St. Derfel Gadarn (2001) < https://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/derfelby.html> [Accessed 17 December 2024]]  [11:  Nobility and Analogous Traditional Elites, Saint Armel (2021) < https://nobility.org/2021/08/august-16-did-he-inspire-the-tales-of-king-arthur-5/> [Accessed 18 December 2024]]  [12:  Early British Kingdoms, St. Tugdual (2001) < https://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/tudwal.html> [Accessed 17 December 2024]]  [13:  CatholicSaints.info, Saint Leonorious of Brittany (2024) < https://catholicsaints.info/saint-leonorious-of-brittany/> [Accessed 17 December 2024]]  [14:  Youmans Family History Tree, Saint Scaeva <https://sites.rootsmagic.com/GonyonHistory/individual.php?p=109418> [Accessed 18 December 2024]]  [15:  Early British Kingdoms, Teudric, King of Cornouaille & Penwith (2001) < https://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/tewdwmph.html> [Accessed 18 December 2024]] 

Literary Texts Saint Hywel Is In
Saint Hywel has been included in many literary texts in largely Welsh traditions. The earliest and most notable of which is when Saint Hywel is featured in Arthurian passages from Geoffry of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain, which was written in approximately in 1136. In Book IX, King Hoel, who is Arthur’s nephew here, assists Arthur against the Pagans by providing fifteen thousand men. Later, Arthur placed Hoel in charge of an army sent to march against Guitard, who was commander of the Pictavians, in which h e was successful. Later again, when Hoel is now King of Armorica, gives counsel to Arthur concerning the war with the Romans. In Book X, Arthur kills a giant from Spain who had kidnapped Hoel’s niece, Helena (different sources have Helena as one of Hoel’s wives), and when Helena died, Hoel ordered the building of a mausoleum on the mountain where her body lies. When Arthur sought to vanquish Lucius Tiberius, Hoel is among the six thousand six hundred and sixty-six men he takes with him to do so. In Book XI, Arthur leaves Gaul to fight his treacherous cousin Mordred, and left Hoel in charge of his court in Gaul.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  The Camelot Project, Arthurian Passages from The History of the Kings of Britain <https://d.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/text/geoffrey-of-monmouth-arthurian-passages-from-the-history-of-the-kings-of-britain.html> [Accessed 20 December 2024]] 

His next literary appearance is likely in The Romance of Tristan and Iseult, of which the first literary version was written in approximately 1150 and may have been Anglo-Norman, though the original ancient Celtic tale is considered to be from a couple hundred years before that. [footnoteRef:17] The Romance of Tristan and Iseult is one of the most well known tales involving a love potion, a love potion that makes Tristan and Iseult fall in love despite Iseult being married to King Mark. Because of this, Tristan is banished from Cornwall and moves to Brittany where he helps Duke Hoël (Saint Hywel) win a battle and marries his daughter, Iseult of the White Hands. When Tristan is injured in a battle, he wishes to see his true love Iseult before he dies, but his wife Iseult lies to him that she is not coming causing him to die from heartbreak, and when Iseult does in fact arrive and learns of his death, she too dies of heartbreak. [footnoteRef:18]  [17:  Oliver Tearle, A Summary and Analysis of the Tristan and Isolde Myth, <https://interestingliterature.com/2021/05/tristan-and-isolde-myth-summary-analysis/> [Accessed 8 April 2025]]  [18:  The Project Gutenberg, The Romance of Tristan and Iseult < https://www.gutenberg.org/files/14244/14244-h/14244-h.htm#link2H_4_0016> [Accessed 19 December]] 

He later appears in two stories in the Mabinogion: one appearance is in the Welsh romance Peredur Son of Efrawg, which was written in around the 13th century, though some have suggested an earlier date of the 12th century. This story is believed to follow Chrétien de Troyes' unfinished romance Perceval, the Story of the Grail, with some marked differences and continuation. The tale follows the titular character, Peredur, who is the son of Efrawg, and his mother raises him in isolation. He later meets some knights who he endeavours to be like, inspiring him to travel to the court of King Arthur where he is insulted, so he sets out on a series of adventures to prove his worth as a knight. Later in King Arthur’s palace in Caerlleon, he (known as Peredur of the long lance) is among four men in his court, the other three being Owain the son of Urien, Gwalchmai the son of Gwyar, and Hywel the son of Emyr Llydaw.[footnoteRef:19]  The second is in The Dream of Rhonabwy, which was written in the late 12th to 13th century. In the tale, Rhonabwy has a dream of King Arthur, led by Iddawg (who instigated the Battle of Camlann by twisting King Arthur’s peace messages to his enemy, Mordred). Hywel’s involvement in this tale is minimal, he is mentioned by name as Hywel the son of Emyr , and is among the forty people that King Arthur takes counsel from.[footnoteRef:20]  [19:  Owen M. Edwards, The Project Gutenberg, The Mabinogion Vol. 1 (2006) p. 94]  [20:  Owen M. Edwards, The Project Gutenberg, The Mabinogion Vol. 1 (2006) p. 125] 

It's difficult to chronicle the exact order of Saint Hywel’s literary appearances, as there is some debate as to what the exact dates some of the tales were initially written, and the approximate dates of them are during the same period, so it’s hard to say which order they came in.
Why Was Saint Hywel a Saint?
None of the texts examined give a specific concrete reason for Saint Hywel’s sainthood. However, it can be assumed that he is considered a saint for the same or similar reason as Brychan Brycheiniog, due to his alleged relationships with many other saints and his possible relations to the characters in Arthurian myths. It’s possible that at some point in approximately the 13th or 14th century, the town of Llanhowell decided to appoint Hywel as their patron saint, despite him not having any saintly characteristics or having performed any miracles, using his connections to other saints and his conflation with the Arthurian character of Sir Hoel, perhaps in an effort to promote traffic to their town.
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