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AIM(S)

· To inform students of the main themes and aspects of Medieval European history between 800 and 1453.
· To enable students to understand and evaluate various developments in Medieval Europe over a broad chronological period.
· To enable students to understand and apply concepts of change and continuity, similarity and difference to aspects of Medieval European History between 800 and 1453. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to:  

· demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of European History from the reign of Charlemagne to the end of the Hundred Years war;

· demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of political and economic change and continuity in Europe from the reign of Charlemagne to the end of the Hundred Years war;

· demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the extensive social and cultural changes and developments that occurred in Europe between 800 and 1453;  

· demonstrate a critical understanding of the relevant historiographical arguments and debates underpinning our interpretation of this period in European history.  

CONTENT

The module examines the political, social and military history of Western Europe between the coronation of Charlemagne in 800 and the end of the wars between France and England in 1453. This was a period of great change, as great powers of Empire, Scandinavian expansion and settlement, conquest, population growth, famine, plague, warfare and concepts of ‘nationhood’ defined medieval Europe. This was a time when new social bonds were forged; when monarchs established new ways of governing; when the hierarchy of the Church was transformed by the emergence of a papal monarchy; when monasticism and heresy flourished. It was an era of energetic building - of castles, cathedrals and monasteries, and one of conflict between major military powers. The emphasis on this module is on the political, social and military development of Europe, and its main objectives are to analyze the forces which influenced and transformed it.

ASSESSMENT

Course work
(50%)

One essay of 2500 words 

Examination
(50%)

One two hour exam paper
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