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''Policing by Consent'' and its Impact on Modern-Day Police Service
Introduction
Policing by consent is a longstanding philosophy within British policing that is founded on the cooperation of the police with the public as opposed to power from the State (Gov. UK, 2012). It empowers the public and maintains respect among the people and the police (Gov. UK, 2012). The inception of the concept is linked to Robert Peel which led to the generation of 9 principles of policing that are included in the General Instructions that were enforced from 1829 (Gov. UK, 2012). These policing principles aimed to ensure that the police sector receives support and cooperation from the public which is a substantial factor in the enforcement of rules and the law. Police officers take on the responsibility of enforcing law and order, preventing crime, assisting in times of emergencies, upholding the Queen's peace, and enhancing the peace of the community (Police Foundation/ Policy Studies Institute, 1996). 
In this paper, an evaluation of the significance of policing by consent will be explored while identifying its contribution to policing in modern society. I will argue that policing by consent is crucial for the enhancement of peace and security in the community and for building on the public faith in the system of policing. I will also argue that despite there being a possibility of having a balance when policing by consent is enforced, the challenge of practising policing by consent has undermined the primary goals intended through the 9 principles. I will finally argue that in modern-day police service, the people have significantly contributed to a growing reinforcement of policing by consent. 
Policing by consent empowers the people in society which creates a sense of faith within them to trust the process and believe in the system. People tend to respond positively when their interests are protected, therefore, the approach in policing by consent takes on, embodies that perspective, and resonates with the people making it easier for them to cooperate with the legal authorities (Jackson, et al., 2012). The basis of advancing a model that is centred on people is because of the preference for law and order in society. When people have core values in the desire for peace, law, and order, they are more likely to embrace police enforcement and cooperate with the police in complying with the law (Jackson, et al., 2012). When people have faith in the police system, it facilitates the efficiency and legitimacy of police actions (Goldsmith, 2005). 
While policing by consent builds on the public trust in the system and people are confident in the enhancement of their security by the police, the trust is built through the practice of benevolence, diligence, and shared ethical principles (Goldsmith, 2005). In social interactions, trust is a crucial component that influences the behaviour of people amongst themselves. Trust is an extremely fragile value, which once broken, takes a lot of effort and dedication to reinforce. The model of policing by consent significantly contributes to the trust that people formulate towards the police force. Policing by consent prioritizes the people and empowers them in participating through cooperation with police in law enforcement. Without trust in the policing practice, it would be impossible to have police by consent and as such, it would be a challenge for the police to enforce the law within society. Policing by consent through the management of people because their respect for the people establishes them and positions them in formal respect among their people for as long as their actions match with their official duties and responsibilities (Goldsmith, 2005). 
Policing by consent also encourages compliance and common ground between the citizens and the police. 
Challenges in Enforcing Policing by Consent 
When the police demonstrate their dedication towards enforcing the law in a just and fair manner, the people are more inclined to offer cooperation with them and this results in the establishment of the legitimacy of the police empowering both the people and the police sector. Without the enforcement of policing by consent, police exercise of power would be arbitrary and result in anarchy since there would not be an understanding between the police and citizens that is founded on the promotion of cooperation. Therefore, in the absence of cooperation, there would be chaos, which is why, the implementation of policing by consent is crucial towards the advancement of peace and security, due to the core aspect of cooperation that reinforces respect between the people and the police force. 
Lack of exercise of fairness and respect constitutes a major challenge that is encountered in the implementation of policing by consent. The experiences that Londoners have with the police demonstrate their willingness or none thereof, to cooperate and trust the police. Fairness and respect among the police in exercising their duties consist of a core value that is enshrined in the 9 principles of policing (Gov. UK, 2012). A survey was done among young citizens in London, to determine the impacts of fairness practised by police on them in terms of cooperation (Bradford, 2014). From the survey conducted, it was established that when people view the actions of police officers to be fair, they are more likely to cooperate with and respect them in discharging their duties among citizens (Bradford, 2014). 
Another challenge affecting policing by consent that erodes the primary goals of enforcing the power of the people and balancing it with that of the police is the aspect of racial disparities (Headley & Blount-Hill, 2021). Disparities in racial treatment that is practised in the police force discourage the enforceability of policing by consent because the trust and legitimacy of the police are in question and as such, it compromises the aspect of cooperation and compliance. Accordingly, (Yesufu, 2021), details case studies of African American deaths that have occurred while in police custody, including, Ibrahima Sey, who died in a police station in East London, Shiji Lapite, who was killed by the police after a stop by the Stoke Newington police officers, and many others (Yesufu, 2021) which highlight the erosion of policing by consent that is a crucial aspect in the enhancement of security and reinforcement of faith in the police force. 
Modern Day Policing 
Protests in modern-day Britain society have increased interactions between the citizens, especially the youth and the police. In 21st-century Britain, there have been issues affecting the citizens which have led up to an increase in protests the continuance of various issues including an increase in university tuition fees, and economic injustices (Pickard, 2019). Such protests have required a need to have police intervention to ensure peace and security are maintained. The police intervention has incorporated changes such as the incorporation of militarization using military weapons, including tasers, water cannons, and CS gas, the police have also engaged in containing some protestors and gathering audio-visual material in the exercise of their duties (Pickard, 2019). 
In the modern-day police service, there has been a depiction of a shift from ideal policing by consent towards an approach of the use of force and oppressive forms of policing (Pickard, 2019). The use of force as opposed to the principles enshrined in Peel's guidelines for a more cooperative approach and balance of respect among the police and the citizens have proven to be counterproductive and resulted in more negative impacts in Britain. A need for changes to be implemented in the policing sector is imperative towards establishing improved systems that would reinforce cooperation and faith in policing embodying a positive approach towards policing by consent among citizens in Britain. 
Some recommendations that have been suggested to cater to an improvement of advancing policing by consent include incorporating new institutions that would regulate the contribution of the public that informs policy that would balance the aspects of respect for the people and within the police force (Bayley, 2016). Another aspect would entail the improvement of preparation among the senior police officers that would adequately equip them towards discharging their responsibilities and lastly, comprehensive evaluation of policies in the strategies and management would improve the implementation of rules and regulations among citizens and reinforce cooperation. 
Conclusion
Policing by consent is a concept that greatly improves cooperation between citizens and the police. The concept is founded on 9 principles that guide the discharge of duties by the police. The significance of the concept entails the reinforcement of faith and trust in the policing process and encourages compliance among the citizens because of the aspect of legitimacy that arises from the trust in which people believe. Once people believe in the police system and comply with the law, it encourages cooperation which is a fundamental aspect of policing by consent. Although the significance of policing by consent depicts positive ideals for society, there have been aspects that have impacted the concept which has eroded the goals of policing by consent. Such challenges including unfair exercising of power that is linked to racial disparities in the discharge of duties affect the faith and trust of people in the police system. In modern-day policing, the increased use of weapons has affected efficient policing by consent and highlighted a need to reinforce the concept in Britain. Increasing regulations, increasing preparedness, and evaluation of policy are sectoring that modern-day policing would improve their discharge of duties towards a more policing by consent-inclusive manner. 
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