Introduction
This literature review will look at the research that is currently out there regarding police officers having access to Tasers. The research comes come reliable sources such as the College of Police, Police Federation and the NPCC along with other articles and data that was found. The data will explore surveys that have already been completed by these bodies and set the foundations for this research project to understand “Should all response officers be armed with taser?”.
Tasers also known as Conducted Energy Devices are “less lethal weapon system designed to temporarily incapacitate a subject through use of an electrical current that temporarily interferes with the body’s neuromuscular system and produces a sensation of intense pain.” College Of Policing (2022). These devices are a bright yellow handed tool that replicate the look of a hand gun that are used amongst Police in the United Kingdom as well as in the United States. Tasers were first trialed in the United Kingdom by firearms officers in five police forces amongst England and Wales in 2003 and after a successful trial in 2008 the Home Office then granted access for non firearms officers to be trained and to carry tasers whilst on duty. T. McGuinness (2021).

Are the number of taser carriers effected by funding or do officer not want to carry them?
National Police Chiefs’ Council (2019) has stated that across the 34 forces who shared training data an average of 14% of all officers were trained to carry taser in 2017. 

Do officers actually want the responsibility of carrying a taser?
It was reported by P.Squires (2017) that a recent survey of 11,000 London police officers that 75% of these believed that Police officers should carry tasers whilst on duty. It is undetermined how reliable this report is by Squires as it doesn’t state what professional body had created the survey. In 2019 The Police Federation (2019) and LBC created a survey was completed amongst the PFEW members. The survey found that 89% of officers stated that they would like to receive routine Taser training with 97% stating that their colleagues should be allowed to carry Tasers. They have also stated that they conducted a survey that was completed by member of the public which showed that 73% of people also believe officers should be trained to carry a Taser. In a survey was also completed in 2016 where only 14% of members who stated that they had access to Taser with but 43% stated that they would like to be trained and have access to Tasers. In November 2016 a survey was also completed to get the publics opinions to officers carry tasers and showed that 71% agreed that officers should be carrying taser. The Police Federation are an independent body who work along side the police and the survey would appear to be non-bias however the data found doesn’t show how many participants completed either of the surveys however both data from The Police Federation and P. Squires show results that are around 14% different but both stating police officers do want access to tasers. In 2019 it was reported by the Home Officer that select student officers will now have the opportunity to receive appropriate training in order for these officers to be able to carry taser which will be an effort to increase the overall number of Taser carries amongst forces across England and Wales. Home Officer (2019).

Is it proven that tasers protect officers as a means of use of force?
College of Policing (2019) has reported that they have analysed uses of forces in 2017/18 along with the University of Exeter. The data comes from 16 forces in England and Wales and identifies when officers have been assaulted or injured whilst on duty. It was identified in the University if Exeter research that officers were mostly single crewed, had to use force to protect themselves or had to use taser, baton, pray or limb restraints.
From data provided by National Police Chiefs’ Council (2019) they have stated that out of the policing tools of Taser, Baton and spray, taser narrowly had the better effectiveness percentage where 68% of a total of 12,646 reports beating baton who had 67% from 2,164 reports and spray which had an effectiveness of 54% from 3,606 reported uses of force. The data from National Police Chiefs’ Council (2019) also showed stats where use of forces were used in 2017 showing an officer had been injured. Again Taser had the lowest rating of 4% compared to baton which was 11% and spray being 16% and have also stated that where taser was used between 2014 to 2016 only 18% of these reported lead to discharge of taser with 82% leading to non discharge.

Reason for study purpose 
The purpose of this study is to understand if all response officers should be armed with a taser based on how this use of force can protect officers and members of the public. The study will explore do officers actually feel safe carrying taser and do they feel confident carrying taser despite data stating officers are safer. The data found shows that back in 2019 the National Police Chiefs’ Council (2019) stated that around 14% of all officers were trained to carry traser which appears to be low and this research project will highlight if there has been an increase in this figure and why there has been an increase. The UK government have reported that they plan on increasing policing budgets to provide more officers with tasers but do officers actually want to carry taser and if not will this budget be wasted if its non-compulsory for officers to carry taser.
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