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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An Evaluation of Benefit versus Risk of public engagement during a missing person search.
INTRODUCTION:

British Police Forces received close to 265,000 reports of missing persons in the 2020 and 2021 period. This resulted in over 262,000 incidents being recorded. 
A person is reported missing every 90 seconds in the UK according to the charity missing people (Mr Webx Solutions, 2020)

The Police have appealed for publics help in cases of Missing persons by public appeals, where they share an image of the missing person on media appeals including newspapers, Television, and social media platforms. However, do certain members of the public hinder these operations with Hoax calls and spreading of false information.

In a recent case of a missing person, members of the public including retired police officers were reported as “too involved in the case”, spreading false rumours on social media that people had been arrested, tampering with evidence by entering the police cordon of the scene and making excessive phone calls to the hotline to give their own opinions on the disappearance.

Nicola Bulley went missing whilst walking her dog at St Michaels on Wyre, in Lancashire on 27th January 2023 she was sadly found dead February 19th 2023 in the river that she had been walking along that day. 
 
Whilst members of the public can share social media posts to create more awareness of the missing person as well as cover more ground with searches, can their involvement sometimes hinder police investigations. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information on which my dissertation aims to discover, is whether the risks outweigh the benefits when it comes to the public’s involvement in missing person cases. 
Historic cases of where the publics engagement has had a productive outcome, as well as the negative outcomes will be researched.
To satisfy the aim of why my research is being undertaken. The following objectives need to be accomplished.
· Collect data from serving police officers about the perception of the public involvement in missing person cases.
· To critically analyse the results, comparing to outcomes of cases where there was a negative or positive outcome.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Due to recent and historic events where public have intervened with missing person cases, where there are both positive and negative outcomes, this topic is regularly raised within the Police Force and media therefore it is often a talking point, therefore there will be a considerable amount of research already conducted around the subject. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
To achieve the objective of my dissertation, the main research will be from primary data collection using a questionnaire completed by members of police staff. 
The results of such will then be analysed and used to divulge the overall opinion of those undertaking the survey. 
Secondary data collection will also be conducted from Government publications, articles, legislation. This will then be used as a comparison to the findings from the primary data collection. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample for this research will be a mixture of police personnel to gain the information necessary to answer the dissertation title.

There will be a questionnaire, The questionnaire will be sent to 10 serving Police Officers in the same manner.

The title of this dissertation looks at whether the publics involvement has a benefit or causes a risk. 
Therefore, the sample group of 10 officers from different policing departments would provide the best information to analyse and complete a report on. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Prior to any continuation of the dissertation research the related ethics form will need to be overseen by superiors and the research authorised.

The participants will need to be informed as to why the research is being undertaker and how their answers will be used, therefore ensuring they have provided informed consent. 

In relation to the sample group there will need to be confidentially in terms of their details, as to ensure their data is protected and the research conforms with the ethical principles and regulations. 

When selecting the Police Officers to undertake the questionnaire, it will be important to select Officers from a variety of experience levels, this way the opinion on newer/older Police Officers will not take precedent. 



	TIME SCALE:

The final dissertation is due to be submitted by 2nd January 2024, therefore each section of the dissertation shall be split up into smaller units, which therefore makes the workload more achievable. 

The Literature review chapter will be the next section of the dissertation to be completed, this will be started a week commencing the proposal being submitted. 

Following this allocated submission dates allowing, each section shall be given approximately one month to complete, with any extra time being used to proof-read and planning for the next section.  
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