A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector

Introduction 

[bookmark: _GoBack]By reading the article by Huw Lewis of The Welsh Government, it is clear to see that the main purpose of the article is for the use of Welsh in the English-medium sector to grow. With not enough children having the necessary Welsh language skills to benefit them in the future when they leave primary school, the Welsh Government in producing this article want to ensure that more children have an increase in their Welsh language skills by the time they leave primary school.  The main views of the article by Huw Lewis are that Welsh speaking in the English-medium sector needs to be sustained and this is translated by other work on the same area for example Huw Lewis tells us that he wants all children and young people in Wales to have an opportunity to successfully learn the language (Welsh Government, 2015). This relates to the statement saying Inspectors should evaluate to what extent curriculum arrangements ensure that pupils develop the necessary Welsh language skills to support their work across the curriculum (Estyn, 2015) as this statement also points to the fact that opportunities for the accessibility and sustainability of the Welsh language in the English-medium sector is vital to help improve the standards of Welsh language and culture in primary schools. 

Main body

Throughout the text it is evident that the main problems and ideas that are transmitted by Huw Lewis are that the standards of the Welsh in primary schools within the English-medium sector are significantly lower than what the government would like them to be and that the attainment of young people in Welsh within schools is undoubtedly below what is expected from these primary schools where the developing purposes of the curriculum in Wales are to identify and use the Welsh language and culture in the classroom (Donaldson 2015). The article then tries to identify ways in which this attainment and standard of Welsh can be improved. Estyn says that “provision for writing in Welsh and the use of the language in other lessons is limited” (Estyn, 2013). This supporting Huw Lewis and the Welsh Governments opinion and suggesting to us that an increase in opportunities to use Welsh in more than just Welsh lessons is needed to develop the knowledge and understanding of the language in a way that will enable learners to improve their attainment in Welsh. 
By looking at this article, many strong arguments for increasing the usage of Welsh can be made to the Welsh Government as it would bring significantly large benefits to the children and young people in English-medium primary schools in the future such as being able to talk/communicate for a variety of purposes and show that they can speak clearly, using simple words, greetings and expressions from the Welsh language in class (Welsh Government, Revised 2015). As stated earlier on, the main benefit of the up rise in Welsh speaking within the English-medium sector schools will be that the understanding and knowledge of Welsh culture and tradition can be significantly increased allowing children to have the knowledge of the Welsh identity and cultures. This links in well with another significant argument for the use of Welsh throughout the curriculum, which is that an increase in future opportunities such as jobs and careers involving the use of Welsh can be benefitted by early exposure to Welsh speaking in primary school. This argument supports Huw Lewis’ point on there being far too many young people leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills for work, life and study (Welsh Government, 2015). Finally, another strong argument for the usage of Welsh to be raised in English-medium primary schools throughout Wales is that diversity and understanding the different parts of school life such as different areas of learning and subjects in the Welsh language will be developed as a very important skill that will help younger children throughout their time in school and in later life. 

On the other hand, many arguments can be made against the increasing use of Welsh which can mostly be considered as personal problems for pupils in English-medium primary schools that may put physical and emotional stress on themselves. 
One strong argument could be that an ever-increasing Welsh language workload could lead to the use of the language in primary schools amongst young people dying out with a loss of interest being a possible issue to be tackled.  This then leading on to the fact that even though the Welsh Government through the article written by Huw Lewis want to look at increasing the exposure of pupils to the language in the English-medium sector, they must gradually introduce it to the curriculum in a way that pupils are involved in the use of the language in all subjects and areas of learning. This introduction of Welsh into the English-medium sector of primary schools could also bring another strong argument against as it would mean that possible increases in costs and time consumption is spent on training of staff so that they are equipped with the necessary skills that will allow them to be able to introduce Welsh into their lessons, whatever they are teaching. Another point to examine linked to the introduction of Welsh into different subjects and areas of learning would be that the time taken to establish and sustain Welsh speaking amongst children in these lessons will be quite high as young people, especially in the English-medium sector of schools will be accustomed to the use of English in majority of their lessons. Finally, one more possible argument that could support reasons not to increase the usage of Welsh in the English-medium sector of primary schools is the personal effects it has on pupils on firstly their personal and intellectual capacity (Beardsmore, 1986, p.153) and how the effects that bilingualism has on personal disorientation, anxiety and social isolation (Beardsmore, 1986, p.154) of children in schools therefore showing why sudden increases of the use of the Welsh language in primary schools can be seen as an idea that would be frowned upon by many. 

Conclusion 

By summarising the text by Huw Lewis and examining the opinions of similar articles on the same topic it is clear to see a variety of different opinions that differ from those arguments supporting Welsh in the English-medium sector of primary schools and want to see the language grow within schools all the way to arguments that examine the negative strain of the increased usage of Welsh on primary school children in Wales and how it ca bring health and physical issues to children along with possible strains on the Government who would have to allocate funds for teachers to receive training for the inclusion of Welsh into different areas of learning and subjects. 
Overall, by analysing the opinions of various people and texts it would be in the best interests of the Welsh Government and schools to have gradual introductions of Welsh into lessons so that children are not overloaded with Welsh speaking but still gain valuable experience of the language and culture through their learning. 
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