The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the ChildHistory of the UN Convention
Tassoni et al. (2002a) indicates that legislation was pulled together in 1989 so that children’s needs and welfare were put first, this legislation ensured that children’s basic standard of care, nurture and upbringing were met. The United Kingdom signed the UNCRC in 1991 however, Woodhead (2006b) identifies that not all states have ratified the UNCRC, the United States and Somalia are yet to sign the legislation.
The School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queen’s University Belfast (2016) explains that in 1984 Eglantyne Jebb and others campaigned to get an international declaration of the rights of the child, this declaration was expanded in 1959 by the United Nations. In 1970 Poland suggested there should be a convention especially for the rights of the child, during the next decade countries around the globe negotiated and debated on the text of the most widely supported treaty the UN ever produced. 
 
What is the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child?
UNICEF (no date) states that the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is the basis of UNICEF’s work, the UNCRC is the most complete statement of Children’s rights that has been created, it is also the most widely–ratified international human rights treaty in history. The Convention in total has 54 articles, articles 43 to 54 state how the Government and adults should work together to ensure that all the rights are available to the children (2010). 
Save the Children (no date) identifies that the UNCRC is a legally-binding agreement that ensures children’s civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights are respected. 
Woodhead (2006a) indicates that there are four main principles to the UNCRC: 
· A right to survival and development 
· Non-discrimination 
· A respect for views and feelings 
· Best interest of the child


	Article 2- (Non-discrimination)

According to the Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education (CSIE, 2013) this article is aimed to ensure that no child is discriminated against and will be entitled to all rights regardless of their religion, skin colour, nationality, sexuality, gender etc. 
Tassoni et al. (2002b) suggests that in an early years sector it is established that all settings must have an equal opportunities policy to ensure no child is discriminated against however, Tassoni et al. (2002) also establishes that children should not be treated exactly the same as children are all individuals and have different personalities, we should ensure we adapt to suit the child. Milliam (2011) maintains that practitioners have an obligation to ensure all persons feel valued and respected and have a positive sense of self. 
	Article 3- (Best interest of the child)

Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland (2018a, CYPCS) believes that article 3 is one of the most important articles in the UNCRC as it links too many other articles in the Convention. This legislation insists that the child’s best interests should be of up most importance when making decisions regarding that child. Will the decision be beneficial to the child and what could be the repercussions of the decision? It is important that the child’s safety and wellbeing is protected when making any decisions (CYPCS).
The UNHCR (2008) maintains in order to ensure we consider the best interests of the child we need to take into consideration a child’s circumstances before progressing with any decisions, these could be: 
· A child’s age 
· Maturity 
· The presence or absence of parents
· Their environments. 
All these circumstances will have an impact on the decisions made to ensure the child’s best interests are being met. 
	Article 12- (Respect for the views and feelings of the young child)

Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC, 2005) indicates that this article is to ensure that the child has the right to an opinion when discussing any decision that concerns themselves, their views should be accounted for and should be listened to. CRC also notes that children can be overlooked on the grounds that they are too young and lack immaturity, some countries and regions maintain that training and socialization is needed for a child to be able to voice their opinions. Children have been deemed as undeveloped and lacking the communication to be able to understand and make choices. 
UNICEF indicates that article 12 does not interfere with the parental rights and responsibilities on their views and opinions in decision making on their child, this article does not give children authority over adults. It is seen that the level of a child’s maturity and age will have an impact on how their opinions are received it is taken into account that young adults are in a position to make decisions over themselves than children that are of primary age.

	Article 24- 

 CYPCS (2018b) indicates that children should have the nourishment needed in their diets to lead a healthy lifestyle, their living situation should be healthy and safe and also children should not be in danger, their safety is a right they have. 
Young people are able to provide information regarding their healthcare and have access to information about their health.
This article links back to article 12 of respecting the views and feelings of children as they are able to say what they like and dislike in regards to their health services. 
Also Article 3 links into this article due to the best interests of the child should be met when making any decisions about a child’s health whether is physical, mental or emotional health. 
Children should have access to any treatment or rehabilitation needed in order to improve their health. 
The Child’s Rights International Network (2018) state that healthcare does not just mean vaccinations and malnourishment, the access to information, privacy and confidentiality and also consent applies to children. 
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