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In this video blog entry, I discuss my experience with the Learning in the Digital Era Module. This module drastically altered the way I approach academic research, presentation creation and delivery, and the use of digital technologies for learning purposes.
In my opinion, one huge change that has occurred since taking this module has been learning how to use the CRAAP test properly when looking for sources. Prior to this module, I thought I was very good at identifying whether a particular source was reliable. I was relying on my instinct, how the material “looked” (professional formatting, academic language), and some superficial signs that indicated credibility. By frequently using the CRAAP test this semester, I have come to realise that I was making many judgments based on assumptions instead of utilising a structured method of evaluation.
Using the CRAAP test made me slowdown in the research process. Instead of choosing a resource quickly and going with the first thing that “looked good,” I started to apply the CRAAP test with the five criteria: Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose. What shocked me the most was how many resources I had previously deemed to be acceptable were not current, had an unknown author, relied on opinions rather than evidence, or contained bias. Harvell, 2025 state that critical reading (of academic literature) involves a conscious questioning process of all the information you are reading and this module helped me to develop this habit. Now I realise how valuable it is to ask specific questions about the materials I have found while conducting research rather than just accepting materials without asking these questions.
Another major obstacle to overcome in my video blog was the live presentation. With the recorded presentations from last year, I was in complete control of my entire presentation process because I was able to practice repeatedly, edit any mistakes and remove anything I did not feel confident presenting. With this module, my comfort level was taken away because I was required to give a live presentation, which greatly increased my nerves. The experience of giving a live presentation pushed me beyond my comfort zone, forcing me to develop my confidence, ability to communicate with clarity, and ability to think on my feet. Kennedy, 2025 observed that vlogging and digital performance tasks encourage self-confidence through authentic expression of oneself rather than by delivering a “perfect” glass of ice water. This observation matched my own experience.
Practicing for the presentation developed my technical and digital skills as well. Through this process, I learned how to adjust sound, organise my files, and prepare my notes for presentation, as well as how to prepare for technical difficulties during a live delivery. All these skills, while insignificant when taken individually, helped to build my confidence and to feel less unsure of myself. Therefore, the more I practiced, the more I recognised my strengths and weaknesses as a presenter.
Completing the presentation itself gave me a significant personal triumph. It proved to me that fear is something to be managed, rather than avoided and that confidence can be increased with exposure to and preparation. This module also developed my time management skills because I had to manage my time between writing my script, using the CRAAP test on my research materials, and preparing to practice my presentation simultaneously.
This module has completely altered my approach to all areas of academic research, creating and presenting presentations, and using technology for the purpose of learning. To date, I would say I am now more critical, more organised, and more confident than I have ever been. My objective moving forward is to consistently apply the CRAAP test and continue building confidence in delivering live presentations.
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Appendix 
C – Currency: Very recent (2025)
R – Relevance: Highly relevant to academic skills
A – Authority: Expert author; Routledge publisher
A – Accuracy: Reliable, research-based
P – Purpose: Educational / instructional


Vlog Ionel Zamfir 
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