Assignment 

Title: Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child's holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research, and examples of excellent practice. 
Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_IpWoSWIj][bookmark: _Int_DyMpnzt6][bookmark: _Int_rNIOhx9P][bookmark: _Int_up7d6N5O]In the education setting, Teachers have the most significant role in child development. The teacher's role is to inspire and motivate children to learn and explore their environments. Understanding child development is vitally important for a teacher due to the nature of adapting lessons to individual needs as well as material needing to be simplified or hardened. The Teacher has a duty and responsibility to plan and prepare lessons that will support the children's unique needs and have incorporated flexibility as lesson plans may need to change due to various support needs. In teaching, a holistic approach is taken to cover all aspects of development including Physical, Cognitive, Emotional and Social. By incorporating a holistic approach, it gives the child an opportunity to develop creatively, spiritually and on an emotional level. In Ella’s pupil profile it states that Ella is four years old and has been in reception class for 6 months. The profile also outlines Ella’s strengths as well as her areas of concern. It is clear that Ella is struggling in a few areas of her development, the teachers that will be surrounding Ella will need to think of strategies, lessons plans and activities to support Ella. 
[bookmark: _Int_vPkrpSvI]Ella is demonstrating the avoidant stage of child development. In this attachment style Ella is likely to withdraw and resist seeking help from others, inhibiting her from forming relationships with others. (Ackerman, C.E. 2018). Ella Is acting quiet and withdrawn. We, as teachers, need to find a way to bring Ella into the Secure stage. According to Ella pupil profile she is not always happy to separate from mum in the morning. This is worrying for a child of Ella’s age; however, it is not completely uncommon for a child of this age (age 4). Clearly, Ella is in the Anxious Avoidant attachment style of Bowlby's four. John Bowlby's attachment theory (Cherry, K. 2023. How attachment works) states that children that are securely attached will develop self-esteem and self-resilience as they continue to grow. He also stated that failing to form these secure bonds will have a negative impact on behaviour. This theory can be used to aid Ella by bringing in strategies like yoga lessons. Having these lessons will be beneficial to Ella as it will have her excited to come to school and have her focused on something other than mum leaving. My chosen bridging school used this method, and it has proven to be extremely useful.  Ella is also struggling socially with her peers. Ella’s pupil profile states that she plays on her own a lot and does not seem aware of her peers. This is concerning for a child of Ella’s age as she is in the stage of Associate play and entering the stage of cooperative play, these are the stages where social development is most important. (WJEC. 2018, pg. 4). Albert Banduras social cognitive theory 1977 (University of California Berkeley. 2022) states that “observation and modelling play a Primary role in how and why children learn”. He also states that learning is from direct experience and that children are more likely to mimic someone who is warm, powerful, and competent. Bandura’s theory can be used to aid Ella; teachers giving Ella the opportunity to interact with peers. This can be done with the special helper strategy. My chosen bridging school used this strategy, and it got the children talking about their jobs and responsibility. At the end of each day the students must give the special helper a compliment. This gets Ella talking and interacting with her peers. Bandura claimed that there were four factors in his learning theory. The first being the individual needs to pay attention, find a way to store the information they received to be able to reproduce it and participate in activities. (Kurt, S 2020). A good example of this imaginative play as this will build her confidence and help her interact with her peers. However, this may not be the best way to get Ella interacting as she will not speak unless spoken to, this can be improved by getting Ella in her Zone of proximal development with the teacher as the More Knowledgeable other and then the teacher can slowly move away until she is comfortable. Bronfenbrenner however disagreed with Bandura's way of learning and believed that it was the interaction of factors between the child’s maturing biology. (Early Years Educator 2017). 
[bookmark: _Int_QY4bPj0o][bookmark: _Int_4V5wb92r][bookmark: _Int_Ji0387tc][bookmark: _Int_nImpyu0i]As well as Ella needing support in her social development, she is also in need of support with her emotional development. In Ella’s pupil profile it states that “Ella is beginning to communicate her feelings and is aware that others may have different feelings” this is a reflection on Ella’s personality, on how she is thinking and feeling compared to her peers. Ella is in the play age stage of Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stages and is facing the basic conflict of initiative vs guilt. In this stage Ella needs to be interacting with peers through play and exploring her interpersonal skills. (Mcleod, S. 2023). This can be done through imaginative play and role play; these types of play get children interacting in different ways and imagining different environments. Circle time can also be used for this as it gets the children to share their own ideas as well as listening to others' ideas. However, Meadows and Cashden believed play learning was not the way to learn and stated that play is considered brief and aimless at times. (Uk essays 2021). My chosen bridging school used play theory in turning sections of the school into play corners that are decorated with themes of stories the children are learning about. This will be beneficial to Ella Emotionally, helping her feel more confident and adapting her ideas to her environment. Where Ella is emotionally is clearly shown in the preoperational stage, the stage where Ella will start to be thinking symbolically. Ella’s pupil profile also states that “Ella does not consistently show care and respect for others.” This could be linked to Ella’s own emotions, that her empathy and sensitivity may be developed fully to her expected level. Empathy is treated with high importance inside the school as it is critical to forming bonds and will give Ella the ability to perceive, share and understand each other. (Richaud, M.C., Lemos, V.N. and Oros, L.B. 2016). This can be brought into a classroom setting with storytelling and reenacting the stories as a class. This can be done by mirroring the emotions of a character by laughing when the character finds something funny or acting sad when the character is feeling sad. This is an example of modelling empathy, giving children alternate perspectives helping them incorporate tgis into real life situations when considering what a classmate might be feeling. In the mornings at my bridging school, they used a strategy where the child said how they were feeling, and if they were not feeling their best, they can talk to the teacher so they can have a positive day. This practice will be beneficial to Ella in understanding her own feelings. Albert Bandura’s Learning theory (Albert Bandura’s Social Learning Theory in Psychology 2022) states that children pay attention to their models and their behaviour and use that to imitate them. Bandura’s three observational learning techniques can be used to support Ella by learning through watching others without undergoing firsthand experiences. However, (Bham.ac.uk. Slide 25. 2023) suggested that modelling may have a negative impact on the child as they may start to expect a model, the child is more likely to accept what is being modelled instead of challenging it and reduces the child's own thinking. 
[bookmark: _Int_12fNnFpe][bookmark: _Int_XwVHl3JG][bookmark: _Int_QEqmWOGa][bookmark: _Int_yQCDEuXZ][bookmark: _Int_hJfH7kpl]Ella is also in need of support within her cognitive development. A child of Ella’s age should be asking questions like “why,” report on recent events accurately, showing an interest in reading and writing as well as talking in small sentences.  Ella is clearly struggling with her cognitive development. Her pupil profile states that Ella does not talk clearly, uses many one-word responses like “doggy, Ella is not meeting the expected language standards of her age. (WJEC 2019). Lev Vygotsky (Gowrie 2022) states that children learn through social interaction and this interaction is crucial to learning about the world around them. Vygotsky stressed the importance of language being the root of all learning and that learning will only occur when the child understands the information given to them, then absorbs the information to then use it to support their development. Inside the classroom Vygotsky's learning theory can be used in a classroom setting with phonic cards to improve speech and develop vocabulary. This will be beneficial to Ella by helping her come out of one-word responses and expand her vocabulary to be able to speak in simple sentences and reach her expected language milestone. This can be done through repetition. Repetition will help Ella to practice, master and retain knowledge. As well as giving Ella the confidence to continue learning and have an understanding of the words she has and how to use them.  Phonic cards were greatly used in my bridging school, it was done every morning and when they were starting to recognise words and sounds, new and harder ones were added to challenge them. The bridging school said that they did it in the morning as it is when the brain is working the most and it gives the children all day to think about and the teacher can use the words, they are not getting in teaching to help them understand. Storytelling plays a significant role in helping children learn as it enhances imagination, visualising spoken words, enhancing vocabulary, and reinforcing communication. (Kumon 2020). Storytelling was used in my bridging school in the morning to get the children’s attention and get them focused, a story was also read at the end of the day to calm the children down and get ready to leave. In Ella’s profile it states that Ella is unable to recall a short story and is only able to recall parts of a story, therefore storytelling can be beneficial to Ella to develop on those concerns. Ella is also struggling in mathematical development, her profile states that she is not able to point to and count over ten objects, she is also not showing an interest in sorting, matching, or joining in with counting. A child of Ella age should be able to count to ten, sort shapes by size and shape and match different shapes. For Ella, Forest school will be the best option as this will make learning a lot more fun and feel play, engaging her more. Forest school can involve outdoor group activities that involve sorting objects into groups of ten or matching objects, this is giving Ella the opportunity to link these skills to experiences she is having. I was able to observe forest schools in my bridging place and all the children took part in this. It was shown to be extremely beneficial to the children as they all enjoyed it, and it became more memorable for them. 
[bookmark: _Int_GEgSmtG5][bookmark: _Int_xyvHQcuS]Ella’s needs can be met through a various amount of approaches, all seem to link to social interaction. Social interaction is linked to all areas of development and mostly needs a MKO to teach them and support them in their learning. To ensure Ella does not fall below her expected target, the zone of proximal development must be used. Her teachers play the leading role in this. The approach I believe will help Ella most is storytelling and phonic cards. Developing Ella’s language is essential as it will link in with other areas of development and support her communication within those areas. If all of these practices are done by teachers and parents/ caregivers, I believe that Ella can reach her expected level for her age and even exceed that. Eventually, the social interaction will pay off, and Ella will separate from mum comfortably and look forward to the day. For Ella to reach this level, she will need an MKO to observe and help push her to the best of her abilities. 
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