                                                           Criminal Courts 
 
 
 This essay will be discussed the criminal courts in England and Wales and the extent to which they need reform, and these are the Magistrates Court and the Crown Court and there are discussions regarding the need for reform. While they serve an essential function in the justice system, there are areas in which they could benefit from reform. The Magistrate’s Court is the lower court, primarily dealing with less serious offenses. One significant issue that warrants attention is the composition of magistrates themselves. Currently, they are mostly lay volunteers with limited legal training. This has led to concerns about inconsistency in decision-making and a lack of expertise in complex legal matters. Introducing a more diverse and legally trained bench could enhance the court’s effectiveness. Another concern is the backlog of cases in both Magistrate’s and Crown Courts. Delays In the justice process can have severe consequences for victims, witnesses, and defendants alike. Implementing reforms to streamline procedures, invest in technological advancements, and allocate more resources could help reduce these delays and ensure a more efficient judicial system. The Crown Court deals with more serious criminal Offenses and is presided over by professional judges. One area in need of reform is the jury system, which plays a crucial form in ensuring a fair trial. There have been debates about the representativeness and understanding of juries, especially in complex cases. Introducing additional jury education and potentially exploring specialized juries for certain cases might enhance the and efficiency of the process. According to Auld (2001) Ministry of Justice is managing the magistrate’s courts, the concern of the organization in legislative provision of organization of these courts introduced significant reforms and are contained in the Courts Act 2003. Improve diversity between magistrates and judges to make sure fair representation and a good understanding of diverse communities. Few of the reforms they are discussed will be reformed in the future about all these issues and reform them could lead to a more effective fair and efficient justice system.
 According to Barclay (1993), The procedures in England and Wales is a historical development and is rooted in the expansion of legal institution that followed the conquest of England by Duke William of Normandy in 1066. The justice system in England and Wales is responsible for administering justice and supporting the rule of law in the country. The justice system in England and Wales serves law enforcement agencies, and this includes the police forces, investigating crimes, and maintaining public order. Crown Prosecution Service is responsible for prosecuting criminal cases on behalf of the state. Magistrate Courts handle less serious criminal offences they are lower courts. Crown Court handle more serious criminal cases like murder, rape, and major fraud. Judiciary ensures that legal procedures are fair, and the right decision is taken. Legal Professionals are solicitors usually offering legal advice and advocacy. Prison service, managing prison and probation service is for persons serving community sentences or released from prison. According to Donoghue (2014) The comparison between the English and Welsh system with many other authorities in its use of ‘’ lay ‘’ that the system is highly distinctive. This system is working according to the law, which means that decisions taken by higher courts serve lower courts. The structure of the justice system is that the criminal cases will start in the Magistrates Courts and more serious criminal problems are sent to Crown Court. Appeals from the Crown Court. Appeals from the Crown Court will go to the Court of Appeal Criminal Division and the UK (United Kingdom) Supreme Court. According To Donoghue (2014) The significant political and legal debate, over the last fifteen years debate the function and rationale of lay participation in summary justice. The criminal Courts in England and Wales are part of the justice system, and this is two of criminal courts one of them is Magistrate’s Courts and is the lower court in the criminal justice system and the Crown Court is the higher court in the criminal justice system and deals with more serious offences. The Court of Appeal has the role to review decisions made by the Crown Court and the High Court. The criminal courts are to ensure that the rights are protected, and justice is served according to the law, they aim to uphold the rule of law and maintain public confidence in the justice system.  
 Magistrates are lay people who serve as volunteers and are not legally qualified judges. Magistrates have the role of handless less serious criminal cases and preliminary hearings for more serious cases before they are sent to the Crown Court. A long-standing tradition in the English and Welsh system was the use of lay people as magistrates. Lay magistrates play a significant role in the administration of justice, contributing to the fair and efficient functioning of the Magistrates Court. The ‘’lay people’’ are used in the Magistrates Court and the Crown Court but in the past were used in the high court to deal with civil cases. Cost-effectiveness is important in the criminal justice system and helps identify ways to redirect resources to achieve more ‘’Trials in the Crown Court cost £3,400 a day compared with £900 for those tried in the magistrates ‘courts. Magistrates say that if an estimated £5,514 contested trials and 5, 329 guilty pleas that require sentencing were handled by magistrates, there would be a saving in total costs of £30-£40 million’’. According to Donoghue (2014) The role played by the magistrates receiving continuous support from government is a recognition as a manifestation of the democratic involvement of citizens in their counterappeal. The light of the constraints associated with depleted caseloads, court closure, reduction in magistrates' numbers, increasing case complexity and substantial criminal justice budget cutbacks government ministers have stressed the importance of informing the role of magistrates to provide legitimacy of their continued existence as a feature of the legal system in years to come. 
 The speed at which cases are heard in criminal justice is important for ensuring timely justice. Being late with the cases can cause distress to victims and defendants, and lead to increased costs. Proper case management in the system can make the speed normally managed, court resources, technology adaption, and prioritization of serious cases are some of the factors that can contribute to expediting the process. Speed case hearings need lots of effort from the magistrates and crown courts to maintain fairness, thoroughness, and respect for the individuals involved. Crown Court and the use of lay people, ‘’lay people’’ are used in the Crown Court as well same as in Magistrates, the proceedings can be in this way when the Crown Court has a case, a jury of 12 members is selected to hear the evidence and decide on the guilt or innocence of the accused. The laypeople are selected from the local community. The laypeople must have no knowledge or connection to the case. They must make the decision based on the evidence presented during the trial. The judge in the Crown Court provides legal guidance to the laypeople. The role of the laypeople ensures that the people facing criminal changes have the right to be tried by their peers, promoting a fair and just trial. 
 The Juries Act 1974 is an act which serves the Parliament of the United Kingdom. The role of the act is to set up for persons to be qualified for jury service. The act may set up the eligibility for some person to be disqualified from serving on a jury. The Act provides details on the processing of summoning potential jurors. The Act covers the procedures for people to apply for excusal or exemption from jury services due to exceptional circumstances. The Juries Act 1974 applies to England and Wales. According to legislation.gov.uk Juries (1974), The correction and improvements made under the consolidation of Enactments (Procedure) Act 1949, Act 1974 is an Act which integrate certain enactments connecting to juries, jurors, and jury service. 
 Law reform or legal reform or legal reform is the process of checking the new law and making changes in the legal system. According to Oxford English Dictionary define reform as ‘’The amendment, or altering for the better, of some faulty state of things, political institution, or practice of corruption or oppressive; the removal of some abuse or wrong’’. Some reform suggestion has been discussed regarding implementing measures to increase diversity among jurors to ensure a more representative cross-section of society. Provide comprehensive educational resources to potential jurors about their roles and responsibilities and the legal system. Trying to improve the technology process, for accessibility and efficiency. Consider reevaluating the jury size and unanimity requirements for some of the cases to speed up the proceedings. 
 The criminal Court in England and Wales, and this are the Magistrates and Crown Courts. They play an important role in the justice system. While they serve their intended purposes, there needs improvement. Discussion regarding reform suggestions like enhancing jury diversity, providing better juror education, and exploring remote trial options can enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the courts. Is important to ensure that the justice system continues to uphold fairness, public trust, and impartibility and for this striking a balance between tradition and innovation is essential. 
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