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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An investigation into domestic abuse against men and boys, and the stigma attached the males being victims of domestic abuse. 

INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of this research project is to investigate and understand the affects of men and boys who are victims of domestic abuse. I will also be investigating the stigma of males mainly being perpetrators of domestics, furthermore, I will be analysing the support available for males of domestic abuse and also the unconscious bias towards male victims. 

Worldwide, domestic abuse is a serious problem for public health. Even though it is acknowledged that victims of domestic abuse can be of either gender, the topic is typically viewed from the perspective of male to female violence, which is bolstered by a significant body of research and legislation that focuses on female victims. Nonetheless, data indicates that a significant percentage of men are victims of violence committed by women; however, because this topic receives little attention, little is known about the scope and consequences of abuse. (Perryman and Appleton) 

Is there enough support for male victims of domestic abuse? As explained by (Hine et al.) even though some researchers and government statistics have shown that male victims have existed for decades, they have frequently been disregarded and have continued to be a "hidden" victim category. In fact, more recent studies have produced strong evidence of female aggression and place DVA in the context of other forms of family violence.

Is the system setup in favour of women being victims of domestic abuse? A study conducted by (Hines, 2011) shows that numerous studies have demonstrated a link between experiencing intimate partner violence (IPV) and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in women, but not in males, despite the fact that men account for 25–50% of all IPV victims in any given year. Additionally, prior research has shown that women who experience intimate terrorism (IT), a type of IPV marked by extreme violence and controlling behaviour, are much more vulnerable to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) than women who experience common couple violence (CCV), a lesser degree of more mild, reciprocal IPV. But no studies have shown that this pattern holds true for men who survive IT as opposed to CCV.

The immediate research I have conducted shows that male victims of domestic abuse are less looked into, less supported and trying to receive help in a system which favours the female victim. Research suggest that as time advances, more is now being done to support male victims of domestic abuse due to increased numbers of reports by men and boys. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Objective one – Is there enough support for male victims of domestic abuse?

Objective two – Is there a stigma within policing and members of the public that men can’t be victim from a female?

Objective three – Are changes being made to support male victims in a more efficient manner?

Objective four – Examine the support that is already in place for male victims.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Domestic abuse as a whole is a huge issue within the communities. For as far back as I find in research, it shows that females have dominated the victim statistics, however since changes have been made to domestic abuse laws which have incorporated a variety of behaviours including financial abuse, physical abuse and emotional abuse there has been a rise in male victims. However, research suggests that the system is predominantly set up for females and there is a serious lack of resources and support for men and boys.

I will be accessing public information from domestic abuse services within the UK to gain statistics in relation to male victims and the support available and how readily accessible it is. Also to gain a understanding of the impact the number of male victims has on these services and wait times. 

I will also be obtaining information from a survey which will be accessible to all police officers and police staff in South Wales Police to gain an understanding of their perspective of males victims and if there is an unconscious bias when attending incidents or dealing with a male victim of domestic abuse. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I am going to use a variety of research techniques in order to complete this assignment. First, a variety of research, both recent and older, on domestic abuse against men and boys will be accessed by me.

In addition, I will be conducting my own research through surveys that I will ask officers to complete in order to learn about their personal experiences seeking support for male victims and how they perceive the resources available. I also want to know if they feel that there is prejudice against male victims.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend to encourage a diverse group of officers to participate in my research. Present operational officers, police personnel, and office-based officers will all fall under this category. This attempts to demonstrate the diversity of viewpoints held by as many individuals as possible, regardless of their position within the force. While office personnel may have personal experiences outside of the force, they could be able to offer examples, response officers interact with victims on a regular basis.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This research project shouldn't raise many ethical concerns, in my opinion. To avoid prejudice, I must make sure my study is carefully thought out and accurate. In order to avoid bias in the statistics collected, I must make sure that my surveys are distributed to a diverse group of officers and that they contain questions that are relevant. I also have to consider the questions I ask since I don't want to upset someone who may have personally suffered domestic abuse.


	TIME SCALE:

Literature review – May 2024
Methods chapter – June 2024
Results chapter – August 2024
Conclusion chapter – September 2024
Final dissertation – October 2024 
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