Morgan Evans - 1901000

ECAD 4008: Professional and pedagogical studies: Leading the learning; what, how and why am I teaching?

This module focuses on pedagogical principles and how teaching and learning occurs in the classroom. My knowledge from this module comes from lectures, personal experiences from my professional teaching experience and other bridging days and experiences in classrooms. Also, I will gather information from online sources that will further my knowledge on the module. The three pedagogical principles that I will focus on are good teaching and learning means employing a blend of learning approaches including direct teaching, good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that builds on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest, good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience. During my time on my professional teaching experience I found that each of these principles were clear and obvious in the classroom and how teaching and learning took place as there was evidence of direct teaching and the children were given tasks that developed their prior knowledge and kept their interests which allowed them to be more productive in their work and will absorb more information from the teaching and tasks. Pedagogy is the method and practice of the teaching. By employing a blend of learning approaches this allows students to and teachers to better understand how a pupil learns most efficiently as each pupil will respond differently to each method of teaching as each pupil learns differently. For teachers each lesson builds on the previous knowledge of the pupils and with each lesson their understanding develops, whether this is for numeracy, literacy, or physical activities. The activities planned also need to keep the children on task which will of course mean different types of interaction for different age groups, i.e. children in nursery will spend less time sitting still and will be more active than pupils that are in year 6. The third principle references the cross curriculum teaching which links different subjects together that can be seen put into practice when completing different tasks. Combining these three principles allows good teaching and learning to occur.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During my professional teaching experience I witnessed a range of different learning approaches as I was placed in a nursery class, so at such a young age each child is developing differently so will react differently to each approach. So some of the children I found worked better when working one to one with the teacher, whereas other children are productive when working individually or when working as part of a group with other children. During one numeracy activity the children showed evidence of the social learning theory as even though the task was individual, the children still tried to help each other as the classroom teacher had the children doing the task in pairs. From observing the class and from the talks I had with the teacher I found that although the class is mixed ability it is a very able task as the majority of the children could’ve gone further than what the task actually required which is promising for their development as they are further ahead than where they are expected to be. And the pupils that do require extra support are still at an expected level for their age. The extra support for the numeracy includes a song counting 1 to 10 which they all learn as soon as they start in nursery and recite it every day as it becomes like muscle memory to them, as the numeracy task included counting 1 to 3 the song was useful to them, also a number line was used as support so that the children who needed help could recognize the numbers by what shape they are. Nursery also uses structured play as well as direct teaching as a learning approach as this gives the children the freedom to explore their own interests while also developing a multitude of skills, such as fine and gross motor skills, numeracy, literacy, art, and also develops their social ability and how they interact and share/play with other children. Indoors the structured play involves a lot of work with fine motor skills as children look to play with building blocks and construct train tracks which develops the fine motor skills as they have to fit different pieces together, but they also can develop their problem solving abilities through these activities they will have different obstacles to overcome as they are building. Numeracy also comes into their structured play as they have to acknowledge how many children are on an activity due to the classroom rule that only 4 children are allowed on an activity at a time, therefore nearly all children can visualize and begin to place a physical value on numbers 1-4 as some children still don’t understand the concept of 0 at such an early age. The children in the class display behaviours that are in line with Vygotsky’s social development theory. As both Vygotsky and Piaget believed that children are curious and actively involved in their own learning (McLeod, n.d.). However, the difference between Piaget and Vygotsky is that Piaget believed that the learning was self-initiated whereas Vygotsky puts emphasis on the social impact on a child’s development. During the numeracy exercise the children showed that aspects of the social development theory. The aspect is the more developed children act as the more knowledgeable other (McLeod, n.d.). This is simple and self-explanatory, one child that has more understanding of the topic felt like they had to help the child that wasn’t as confident when completing the task. By having one pupil who is very confident at the task and one who isn’t so confident the pair could possibly complete a task together with little to no input from the classroom teacher. However, at such a young age the children are still developing their language and social skills so being able to help each other may be difficult to communicate to help. Teachers also need a way to reinforce learning and behaviour which in nursery is the use of stickers as a reward system. This positively reinforces the learning and also helps the children gain confidence even if they can’t complete the full task, for example if they can still count to 10 but can’t recognize the numbers independently then they will still be praised for the effort they put in rather than their ability as they are all developing so need to be given the confidence to complete future tasks. This principle can be linked to the principle of teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience, which links and references cross-curricular teaching. Cross-curricular teaching refers to linking different subjects together in one lesson or task. For example, during structured play children can work on their physical development as mathematical or creative development. Depending on the task or the teaching approach taken the more that can be covered in one task. By linking different topics together and making the teaching more diverse the children will enjoy the tasks more as they will encompass more of the curriculum in a task and the more interesting the task is the more involved and enjoyable it will be for the children. Children have outcomes that they are expected to complete or be able to do depending on their age, these include mathematical development, physical development, literacy and language development, welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, creative development, and personal and social development which links in with well being and cultural diversity. When planning lessons teachers will take into account what topics they are concentrating on mainly, and then when the teaching and task has been planned the teacher can check their outcomes to see if the topic overlaps with any of the other subject areas so that the lessons incorporate cross-curriculum teaching which would show that the principle of good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience. With planning the teacher can either be planned around the outcomes, where the teacher chooses the outcomes then plans the task around the outcomes, or the teacher can plan a task or a lesson first then see what outcomes fit the task. Personally, when planning I prefer to pick a main outcome to focus on, for example numeracy, then task or lesson would be planned around this outcome. After the session has been planned I then look at the tasks to see if they overlap with any outcomes for different develops so that my teaching shows evidence of cross-curricular teaching.
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