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For my dissertation I will be focusing on ethics, sustainability and design and how these factors can be used within graphic design and be a force for good in the world. As I know this is quite a broad question so when it comes to writing my actual dissertation I am going to research and narrow it down even more. I wanted to do this because It interests me how graphic design can have a positive effect on the world, and I am excited to research and find out more about this subject. From the age of Sixteen I began my interests with graphic design when I started studying IT level 3 diploma and discovered graphic design was my favourite subject.

First key Word – Ethics/ethical design

The first concept I would like to expand upon in association with how graphic design can be positive force in the world is that of ethics. I would firstly like to consider introducing the term ethics within my dissertation, the term ethics is described as 

“rules of behaviour based on ideas about what is morally good and bad. : an area of study that deals with ideas about what is good and bad behaviour : a branch of philosophy dealing with what is morally right or wrong” (Merriam-webstercom, 2019) 

This definition states that ethics is a significant factor in life and good ethical design practice can be used to educate, take responsibility and make a difference in the world. 

Artists are able to communicate through design to reach out to an audience of different cultures and religions. Within my dissertation I will expand on this on a deeper level and go into greater detail and give several examples of ethical design practice, an example is ‘Security’, “The state of being free from danger or threat” (Oxforddictionariescom, 2019) Security is very important factor within design and keeping a company running correctly and safely, for example social media companies like Facebook, Instagram and twitter should have good security at all times in order for privacy, human rights and human experience. I hope to speak about human rights and human experience in more detail, here is an example of good human rights in relation to ethical design “Technology that respects human rights is decentralised, peer-to-peer, zero-knowledge, end-to-end encrypted, free and open source, interoperable, accessible, and sustainable.” (2017indie, 2019) This justifies how important it is for any company to have a strict security policy in order for the companies to be in control of what happens and to keep their customers safe. “it respects and protects your civil liberties, reduces, inequality, and benefits democracy.” (2017indie, 2019) This justifies what good ethics in a company is, it’s significantly important that the same laws are applied in the world when using social media accounts in order for it to benefit democracy and for everyone to be equal. 

Figure 1 - Special Events
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(De Bretteville 2018)
(Figure 1) De Brettevill is an ethical designer, the image includes medallions embadded in the street to mark respect for the “Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena which was razed in 2016” (Sheilastudious, 2019)  this images shows how good she is at communicating her work to an audience and also her work is situated in public space meaning she wants to reach out to the public by creating something positive “celebrate a diverse mix among the hundreds of events that took place here at Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena” (Sheilastudious, 2019) this justifies that her work is targeting people of different cultures and religious which is a major positive as it can help create relationships and allows people to communicate. “I want to support those working for social change” (Roberts, 2007) this suggests she wants to make a difference in society and is very passionate about her work and how she can make a positive difference in the world.
 
“Studies show that, all things being equal, you are more apt to buy into a brand that bring something positive into your life.”  (Sheilastudious, 2019) 

This proves that ethical design is very important because if it is not ethically correct the customer is not going to buy the product or be interested in it, I will also consider negative aspects of ethical design for example Nestle,

“The company has also been criticised for a number of other businesses practices including the use of unsustainable palm oil and genetically modified ingredients in its foods.” (Ethicalconsumerorg, 2018)

 This shows that they are using unstainable products within their company which has major negatives. 

Graphic design is a force for good in the world as a person or group of people’s behaviours can be justified and used on posters or other design platforms in order to raise awareness of a situations
“graphic design is a potent tool for good or bad, as we can see in war propaganda or political promotion” (Roberts, 2006) 

This suggest design is having a positive effect on the world because it is a very powerful tool that allows people to voice their opinion in a creative and unique way.  It can also be used for propaganda and politics which will also be considered within my dissertation.

Second Key word – Sustainability

The second keyword I would like to expand upon in association with how graphic design can be a force for good in the world is that of sustainability. In my dissertation when talking about sustainability I would first like to introduce the term itself, 

“Sustainability focuses on meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. The concept of sustainability is composed of three pillars: economic, environmental and social—also known informally as profits, planet, and people.” (Investopediacom, 2019)

This definition justifies that sustainability is significantly important and many factors are taking into consideration, I will consider researching more in depth about these for my dissertation.

I intend on speaking about different method designers have put in place in order for it to be environmentally friendly, (Doherty, 2008) says “Unless someone like you, cares a whole awful lot, nothing’s going to get better. It’s not.” This shows the importance of sustainability and green graphics and if nothing’s going to be done, then things will not improve.  One of the examples I will be going into greater detail about is ‘Stainless Steel’ in relation to Graphic design and what makes a design sustainable, it is one of the most expensive steels out there but has many major advantages, such as

“Government should worry less about putting recycled logos on plastic bottles for example, and more about using less plastic in the first place” (Roberts 2007) 

This suggests that using plastic within design can have a negative effect on the world but if we reduce these issues then the world will be a better place. In my dissertation I want to talk about green graphics and how designers follow this, I will consider introducing the term green graphics

“To be a green designer means to think about our environment and to practice sustainable design. This includes using non-toxic recyclable materials and saving on energy and resources where we can.” (Creativeoverflownet, 2019) 

This shows the factors taking into consideration for sustainable design, there are several ways of working sustainable within design and I will go into this in more depth in my dissertation and give examples of artists who have done this. The key factors include how you wish to print, reducing the number of printers you use, minimizing power consumption, reduce paper usage, you can plan how big your document size is going to be in advanced to ensure no paper is wasted, use uncoated paper because this will use less chalk and bleach which is highly effective environmentally as it is heightens its sustainability. Making correct paper choices, coated paper will use a surface sealant that gives an end result of a gloss which is also environmentally friendly, Ink can also be taking into consideration an example would be ‘Soy ink’ many designers use this because it’s eco-friendly and allows vibrant colours. In my dissertation I would like to research the company ‘Under the skin’ these are great example of graphic designers being a force for good in the world. “Our mission is to raise awareness in fresh, engaging ways whilst celebrating the biodiversity of species” (Undertheskincouk, 2019) this demonstrates they are a very passionate company that want to make a difference. In all of their work they use sustainable materials. “We design sustainably, strip back any unnecessary packaging, and reuse, reduce and recycle materials wherever possible” this shows what they are doing in order for them to design sustainability and have no impact on the environment. In my dissertation I am hoping to research into other key methods of designing sustainably and narrowing it down even more. I will look at other companies that design sustainable for example big sporting companies like adidas and Nike who create eco-friendly products and have done for more than 20 years. In my dissertation I consider researching into the three main types of sustainability such as environmental, social and the economic pillar, “a sustainability strategy that is publicly shared can deliver hard-to-quantify benefits such as public goodwill and a better reputation.” (Investopediacom, 2019) This suggests the importance of having a sustainable company and that there are major benefits. 

Third Key word – Good Practice Examples

The third word I will be focusing on is ‘Good Practice’, this is a very broad area but for my dissertation next year I will narrow it down, so I am focusing on certain companies and artists. Good practice plays several roles within today’s society and design, some of the key types of Good Practice in relation to design are marketing and advertising, sustainable design, environmental design, corporate identity, publication design, web design and packaging design. In my dissertation I would like to consider introducing the term ‘design’ or explain what good practice is, 

“A plan or drawing produced to show the look and function or workings of a building, garment, or other object before it is made.”  (Oxforddictionariescom, 2019) 

This suggests design is in everything, you must plan out any design beforehand if you want successful design. The aim is to find out what design has had a positive effect on the world and has made a difference and research into how it has changed over the years and what’s been put in place for this to happen.

I have researched into design artists who have had a positive impact on the world, an example is Lynn Evans and Rupert Bassett, these are two designers that are passionate about sustainability within design and good ethical design. 

“We have design backgrounds and it was clear to us that designers weren’t being included enough in that debate, so we set up our own consultancy” (Roberts, 2017) 

This shows the power designers have and can make a difference, for my dissertation I will consider researching into the consultancy they have set up and how they intend on making a more sustainable word through the use of ‘good’ design.

Google is another great example of design having a positive effect on the world, for my dissertation my aim is to research big companies that are known globally and are very popular and see what they have put in place that has a positive effect on the world. “At Google, we strive to build sustainability into everything we do.” (Sustainabilitygoogle, 2019) This shows that Google takes sustainable design very seriously and want their company to have a good reputation. I am considering targeting companies like Apple, Microsoft, Nike, Adidas and finding out what makes their company ‘good’ through the use of their designs and products. I will research into designers like ‘Thomas Matthews’, he is a designer who only wants to have a positive outcome on the world, “A good designer creates communication that is inspiring, meaningful and sustainable.” (Roberts, 2017) This justifies he’s very passionate in creating inspiring, meaningful and sustainable design which are the three main factors in ‘good design’. 

Figure 2 – Useful Projects
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(Matthews 2019)

(Figure 2) 
“Useful Projects is a sustainability consultancy for the built environment. They work on major urban development projects, and with organisations, to develop sustainability and circular economy strategies, and to identify opportunities for innovation.” (Thomasmatthewscom, 2019)

This suggest that Thomas Matthew doesn’t just want to make sustainable projects, but he wants to encourage and work with other companies in order for them to make a difference to the world.  I also want to consider researching into campaigns that have a positive effect on the world through the use of graphic design for example Can Graphic Design Saves Lives. 
” Her aim, as with most of the work she does, was to create something that was inclusive and democratic in its portrayal of graphic design as a vital part of the fabric of people’s everyday lives.” (Aigaorg, 2017) 

This demonstrates the importance of graphic design and how it can be used visually in order to make a difference. “We’re coming at it from the other end, to show that it can educate and raise awareness” this demonstrates how significant It can be, and that it can be used to increase someone’s knowledge and to educate. (Aigaorg, 2017)  

(Figure 3) I wish to consider using images like this within my dissertation that show the importance of visually communicating a problem and coming up with a solution. “Go and see the doctor early” (Aigaorg, 2017) this demonstrates an infographic that uses a powerful message in order to raise awareness and visually communicate a problem into a solution. 

Figure 3 – Can Graphic Design Save lives
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(Gosling 2017)
Each of these key words are characteristics associated with ‘how can graphic design be a force for good in the world’ and I believe the biggest and arguably the most important part within a company. I began by coming up with three key words that are very powerful within graphic design, they each have different personalities but play important roles for good graphic design. These key words can be deconstructed but do have many similarities. I have included artists, designers and companies who relate to these key words and want to deconstruct these and show the importance they play within design and the world itself. I wish to use the question ‘‘how can graphic design be a force for good in the world’ and with my mentor narrow it down even more, these key words are very important within design and all have an impact on the world, designers have the power to make a difference and this is why I want to do this question because as a designer I want to show how graphic design can have a positive impact on the world.

Research Question
After speaking to my contextual practice lecturer I have come up with the question ‘How can graphic design be a force for good in the world’ but understand this might be changed next year to something like ‘How does graphic design have a positive impact on the world’  the sub questions I would like to consider are; What is ethical design?, how does ethical design impact a company? How has sustainability within design had a positive impact on the world, what is good practice within design, how has propaganda had a positive effect on the world? How has social media had a positive effect on the world? ‘What is green graphics? ‘How have companies like Google had a positive effect on the world?”
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Leprosy can be stamped out! HOW?  Go and seethe doctor early.

+*
) =4
- o

He willfind out what leprosy you have.
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Either you can go on with your work and get treatment Or you can go to a segregation village where you will be
at home and will be cured- cured and at the same time learn useful trades.

If everyone helps, all leprosy cases can be cured and no new cases will occur.





