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Background

	
Tom and Susan live next door to each other in semi detached properties. They have driveways to the front which have a communal path which divides the drive. Tom is a retired ex-military man and Susan is married with 3 children (all under 13 years). Tom has telephoned to the Caseworker today about Susan’s children constantly running up and down the stairs and shouting, and says they also play near his car and is worried they will damage it. Tom has a large 4x4 and now parks it at the top of his drive near to his living room window to keep an eye on it. 

Susan is unhappy about this and states when the weather is cold and the car is left running, fumes go into her house. She also states that Tom has verbally threatened her children for playing near his car. Both claim ownership of the communal path and park close to it to try and annoy each other.





Notes for Facilitators

Use the information given and confer with your learning partner/co-facilitator to decide who should be invited to come to the conference, ie who has been most affected by the events described? Who would be best able/suited to support them?


Participants
Susan Wardle
Tom King

Participant Sheet – Tom King

Background

Tom and Susan live next door to each other in semi detached properties. They have driveways to the front which have a communal path which divides the drive. Tom is a retired ex-military man and Susan is married with 3 children (all under 13 years). Tom has telephoned to the Caseworker today about Susan’s children constantly running up and down the stairs and shouting, and says they also play near his car and is worried they will damage it. Tom has a large 4x4 and now parks it at the top of his drive near to his living room window to keep an eye on it. 

Susan is unhappy about this and states when the weather is cold and the car is left running, fumes go into her house. She also states that Tom has verbally threatened her children for playing near his car. Both claim ownership of the communal path and park close to it to try and annoy each other.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Tom King

You are sick and tired of the children next door (all 3 of them aged 6, 9 and 11) running up and down the stairs and shouting at each other. You are a grandfather and have children of your own but they have never behaved like this. You have been short tempered with the children. They then stand outside the front door with their friends making noise and running around your car. It is only a matter of time before they damage it. You park your car at the top of the drive to keep an eye on it

There is no point talking to your neighbour as they don’t seem as if they care about it. You are also fed up of them parking closely to what you believe is your footpath between the drives, this makes it hard for you to open your car door.




Participant Sheet – Susan Wardle

Background

Tom and Susan live next door to each other in semi detached properties. They have driveways to the front which have a communal path which divides the drive. Tom is a retired ex-military man and Susan is married with 3 children (all under 13 years). Tom has telephoned to the Caseworker today about Susan’s children constantly running up and down the stairs and shouting, and says they also play near his car and is worried they will damage it. Tom has a large 4x4 and now parks it at the top of his drive near to his living room window to keep an eye on it. 

Susan is unhappy about this and states when the weather is cold and the car is left running, fumes go into her house. She also states that Tom has verbally threatened her children for playing near his car. Both claim ownership of the communal path and park close to it to try and annoy each other.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Susan Wardle

You feel that the man next door has never liked your kids. He seems very short tempered and has no patience with them. They are all really scared of him. Your children can be noisy and frequently play at the front where you can keep an eye on them. Your children are aged 6, 9 and 11. he has telephoned the Caseworker today to complain about your children making noise and running up and down the stairs and playing near his car. You feel annoyed because he parks his car right at the top of his drive and when it is cold he lets his car run and all the fumes come under your front door. He also parks really close to the footpath which makes it difficult for you to get in and out of your car. All this hassle is making you feel ill and you have been to see your doctor about the stress. You have never reported this.
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