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Creature research
The purpose of this report is to study the practices and the attire worn by the cultures surrounding witchdoctors to aid the design and hopefully amplify the character and personality of the creature within the major project. The creature though is not entirely based off Witch doctors to try and keep an element of uniqueness, the style and practices carried out by them though will have heavily influence on the design and backstory. 
I want the creature to make the audience feel that as if it is one with nature and draws its power from the earth around it and by researching different cultures. The cultures I will be exploring such as African witch doctors and eastern shamanism both visually give off a strong nature vibe through appearance by wearing animal pelts, jewellery made from natural materials and homemade clothing.
Though the creature needs a natural earthy appearance I also want it to look mysterious and intimidating and have a strong presence to it, for this I will be researching the Aztecs and their way of life from warriors to rituals.
Witch Doctor
A loose description of a witch doctor is magician usually involved in tribal societies who possesses magical powers which can be used to heal or harm people. It is most commonly referred to healers in 3rd world countries who choose to use alternate forms of medicine and healing techniques. The term witch doctor covers many practices such as Shamanism, Voodoo and African tribal healers.
African Witch Doctors
In Africa in areas such as Tanzania, the Witch doctor commonly refers to a healer who uses natural medicines such as herbs to heal people. They are often referred to as Babu’s which translates to grandfather in Swahili. A Babu will often live in an isolated hut separated from their village where locals will seek their help for medical problems. The Babu will be knowledgeable of the local herbs and their healing properties but will favour healing through spiritual and supernatural means to cure a patient.
[image: ]The Babu are highly regarded among their tribes and communities that even in extreme cases such as the Ebola outbreak people refused western medicine and kept returning to their Babu’s for treatment and medicine. This shows the respect that the community had for them as well as strong spiritual powers which they believed they possessed. 


The overall rough attire worn by the Babu will work greatly with the creature design as it has a somewhat primal earthy look to it. This will help to indicate that the creature is more nature based and could almost be considered primitive. They were highly respected and deemed incredibly powerful in both healing and causing harm, this caused them to appear very powerful as well as hold power over people. I would like the creature within the project to try and portray this level of power through its actions as well as its appearance.
Shamanism
A shaman refers to a person who practices shamanism. The practices of Shamanism cover multiple cultures but is mainly practiced for healing purposes and spiritual purposes mainly to communicate with the otherworld. 
Though shamanism covers multiple cultures the focus for this research will be what is referred to as classic Shamanism or Northern Asiatic Shamanism which was practices in the 19th century in the Northern Asia region. 
Within this culture the shaman was often referred to as specialists who had the ability to connect with the spirit world and were capable of healing. It is believed that shamans could enter a trance like state and communicate with spirits, this was achieved by the shaman’s soul leaving their physical body and entering the otherworld. The shamans usually had a spirit which would act as their own spiritual guardian and teacher who would guide them through their spiritual practices. 
The guardian was believed to present itself in a dream to the shaman or by the shaman completing a vision quest which involved an individual to perform a spiritual journey which included multiple tasks such as prayer, a ritual or isolation.
Within a community the shaman is often regarded in a state of higher power and put them in a state of authority. The community believed that the shaman could benefit them greatly but also had the potential for malicious intent which caused an element of fear towards the shaman. Within some cultures the shaman cannot actively participate in typical daily chores such as hunting and therefore was treated with almost a sense of royalty being supported by the community.
The visual aspect of a shaman is depicted in many ways but all carrying a similar theme that being wearing parts of an animal, wearing a lot of jewellery and body markings usually paint or blood. The appearance has a strong nature theme which compliments their connection with nature 
The attire worn by a shaman is heavily influenced by culture and location. They typically wore clothing and accessories which resembled and imitated a certain animal, usually one associated with the ritual being performed or their spirit animal. The clothing would be made from parts of the animal such as fur and bones, an example would be a feathered headdress to resemble a bird or antlers to resemble a deer.  Some shamans are known to wear human bones and animals’ skins. 
Aztec
Though the Aztecs may not fall under witchdoctors their religious priests are highly reminiscent of how traditional witchdoctors act, for example performing rituals and healing.
The Aztec are known for their belief in many gods and rituals especially the ones involving human sacrifice. These ceremonies would carry out by priests which were referred to as Tlamacazui which translation means “Giver”. These priests were regarded highly in the Aztec culture being highly respected and deemed of the highest importance in terms of their religion. 
The priests would be in charge of the rituals and sacrifices and would be the ones who would overlook them. The priests were also made to follow their warriors onto the battlefield to hear their confessions of war.
The rituals performed by the Aztecs usually required some form of sacrifice whether it be sacrificing another human or offerings of blood. 
An example of a ritual is the Tlacaxipehualiztli. This ritual honoured the god Xipe Totc, the god of vegetation. The ritual was performed by flaying the skin of a captured warrior and the flayed skin was then worn by the priests for twenty days.
The priests would where specific attire which was reserved only for them. This would consist of various coloured robes ranging in colour from black and green, this clothing was referred to a Xicolli. The attire would consist of a form of waste coat and usually accessories which would resemble one of their many gods, usually the god associated with the ritual and giant headdresses.
The Aztec warriors were highly respected within the community. All men regardless of vocation were made to train as soldier. The soldiers would wear very distinctive clothing which would resemble their rank within the military. Killing on the battlefield wasn’t the aim for Aztec soldiers but rather capturing enemies for ritual sacrifice. The number of enemies captured by a single warrior would be rewarded greatly depending on the number captured.
In popular culture, Aztecs are usually portrayed wearing minimal clothing primarily being a loin cloth. The men especially would be covered in tattoos of the Mayan style as well as being covered in accessories ranging from piercings made from animal parts such as claws and teeth and jewellery made from bone.
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The two images above are taken from the film Apocalypto. The image on the left is the portrayal of an Aztec priests who performs a human sacrifice and war chief on the left. The film Apocalypto was apparently an accurate depiction of how the Aztecs dressed. The attire worn by the Aztecs suggested the social classes throughout their economy such as the material of the accessories worn such as gold being regarded as upper class.
Though the attire may not be an accurate representation of that worn by the Aztecs the style will be used heavily in design of the creature for the major project. The overall intimidating appearance as well as the excessive jewellery and markings will fit in greatly with the creature’s design. Also, the rough dirty look to them makes them look more tribal and in the film some of the characters like the two above are covered in blood which helps give off a strong malicious vibe.
Voodoo
Voodoo in popular culture is usually wrongly portrayed as malicious and dark with a string connection to dark cursed magic and the dead.
Voodoo or Vodou is a religion which is commonly known to be practiced in Haiti and in other areas of the Caribbean. Voodoo originated once the Africans slaves were brought over to new lands. Once in the new lands they continued their traditions and worships but was mostly forbidden and condemned from worshipping their religion. To a allow themselves to worship their religion they combined their beliefs with catholic saints as well as using items resembling the catholic church into the rituals performed.
With the Voodoo religion they worship one deity which they refer to as Bondye which translates to the Good God. This God is believed to be the ultimate power and can only be communicated with by using lesser spirits known as Iwa or Loa. These spirits vary in power and rank with some being deemed as deities as well as personal spirits of loved ones. The spirits are contacted by rituals and ceremonies performed by voodoo followers in order to seek guidance and protection. The people must please the spirits by means of rituals often involving animal sacrifice in return for good fortune and blessing. Some rituals and ceremonies are performed to contact Bondye. The ceremonies involve a Loa possessing and displacing the soul of it host in order to contact the spirit world as well as to relay messages from Bondye to the people. Certain Loa were called by performing certain rituals and ceremonies and offering various items which resembled a certain Loa. Some rituals involved drawing out symbols of specific spirits in various powders such as cornmeal to summon them.
A well-known Loa is Legba. Legba or also known as the guardian of the crossroads is a powerful Loa which acts as a gatekeeper between the human and spirit world and is required to contact the spirit world, Ceremonies would not be able to be conducted without his presence and willing to do so. Legba is often depicted a frail old man wearing a worn hat and rags whilst smoking a pipe and possessing a cane to help him walk. A popular depiction of him today is from the TV show American Horror Story, within the show Legba is portrayed a as deity dressed in fur and skulls with distinct red eyes and face paint. 
[image: ]
Though his appearance may not fit the creature within the major project the story and traits of him fit in with the major project story really well with the creature having certain rituals and traits which link to Legba. For example, the creature breathes smoke from its face could link to Legba’s smoking of a pipe or performing certain rituals that may suggests working with Legba.
A very popular betrayal of voodoo practices and a large plot point within the major project would be the use of a voodoo dolls and effigies. A Voodoo doll is a small figure representing a person which were made from sticks, cloth, moss and hair. The dolls which are usually wrongly associated with malicious intent such as being used for revenge and most popularly used to harm to harm person the doll is represented by inflicting damage to the doll which is then transferred to the person. They are actually used by Voodoo practitioners to heal a person and to also connect people to the spirit world and contact the recently deceased. To contact the deceased, dolls would be hung from trees in cemeteries to open a connection to the recently deceased allowing communication. The dolls were also placed on trees upside down to make the creator disconnect and to make them no longer care about the person represented by the doll. The practice with the doll’s ties in incredibly well with the idols used in the major project and allows to add more symbolism and meaning to the dolls as well as considering the way they were used. The Voodoo dolls tie in well with the story as the creature collects and turns captured people into them, this could be the source and meaning behind the creature power and magic by using the dolls to please spirits in return for power but at a great price of physical deformity.
The appearance of people who practice voodoo varies greatly pop culture to location. A common depiction of voodoo today is wearing a suit like attire with skull face paint, bone jewellery and a cane which usually contains a skull. 
[image: ]
This portrayal of what voodoo priests wear is mostly inaccurate as seen in the image above and has been made popular by the movies. The clothing worn by priests especially during ceremonies is symbolic and has sacred meaning behind each item, for example a priest will wear a head scarf or headdress to protect the priest from dark spirits entering and possessing the mind. The clothing worn is usually white in colour and made of silk and covering most of the body, this was to protect the priest’s physical and spiritual body.
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